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New Rochelle High School Science Research 
Students Scoop Up 24 Awards In Elite Competition

Twenty young scientists in the New Ro-
chelle High School Science Research Program 
have taken home 24 awards – including two 
grand prizes – and more than $3,300 in cash and 
prizes at the prestigious Westchester Science 
and Engineering Fair. They were celebrated by 
the New Rochelle Board of Education last week.

“I am ecstatic about the achievements 
of our talented, dedicated students!” said Jeff 
Wuebber, director of the acclaimed program 

and a science teacher at the high school. “Their 
incredible curiosity, motivation and tenacity 
were on display in each of their projects. Recog-
nition at this elite science fair further validates 

their amazing efforts.”
Out of 39 schools at the competition, New 

Rochelle ranked fourth-highest in honors, with 
20 students taking home 24 awards. 

The grand-prize winners:
• Anna Barlis was selected as an International 

Genius Olympiad Finalist and will compete 
this spring in a virtual contest against 1,200 
students from 75 countries and 39 states. Her 
project observes the prevalence of adoles-

cent trauma 
in a hospital 
setting as well 
as looking at 
trends across 
these pedi-
atric cases. 
“I’m so ex-
cited; this is 
an incredible 
opportunity,” 
she said. “I’m 
overwhelmed 
with excite-
ment. This has 

been a great experience and 
I’m very excited to get the chance to continue 
my work and compete again.” Results will be 
announced in June. 

•	 Ella	Harshman	was	 selected	 as	 a	finalist	 for	

Regeneron’s International Science and En-
gineering Fair. Her project investigated pla-
cental tissue samples to assess differences 
between villus packing density in placentas 
of children with Autism and placentas of 
children who do not have Autism. “It was ex-
tremely exciting to be at the awards night, 
and to see everyone win their awards. I was 
very grateful, and it was wonderful to see ev-
eryone’s work pay off. I’m super grateful to be 
selected	as	a	finalist!”	

Additional winners:
• Ella Harshman: First Place in Medicine and 

Health Sciences
• Andy Nunez: First Place in Biochemistry
• Anna Barlis: First Place in Behavioral Science
• Jessica Shapiro: Second Place in Behavioral 

Science
• Izzy Balachandran: Third Place in Medicine & 

Health
• Andrew Rittenberg: Third Place in Computa-

tional Bio/Bioinformatics
• Amanda Cao: Third Place in Behavioral Sci-

ence
• Lila Ferrucci: Third Place in Behavioral Sci-

ence
• Elena Adams: Third Place in Behavioral Sci-

ence
• Alessandra Pappalardi: Fourth Place in Be-

havioral Science

• Maya Minnitti: Fourth Place in Behavioral 
Science

• Ariel Rosencrantz: Fourth Place in Behavioral 
Science

• Aviva Segal: Fourth Place in Animal Science
• Anthony D'Amato: Today’s Students, Tomor-

row’s Engineers Award, presented to stu-
dents who exhibit the enthusiasm, desire, 
and intellect to engineer a better tomorrow

• Andy Nunez: Momentive: Solutions for a Sus-

New Rochelle High School Science Research Program award winners.

From left, grand prize winner Anna Barlis, Science 
Research Program Director Jeff Wuebber, and 
grand prize winner Ella Harshman.

continued on page 4
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N E W  R O C H E L L E  B R O K E R A G E
1 5  Q U A K E R  R I D G E  R O A D
N E W  R O C H E L L E ,  N Y

J O C E LY N  H A L L  B U R T O N 
Real Estate Salesperson 
M  9 1 7. 6 9 3 . 3 5 5 7
jburton@houlihanlawrence.com
jocelynburton.houlihanlawrence.com

@JocelynHallBurtonRealEstate

My listings are selling in just days and for 
considerably over their asking prices.

Let me help you capitalize on this 
unprecedented opportunity to secure 
top dollar for your property.

Ranked in the Top 1.5% in both Westchester County and in the U.S.

#1 Agent in the #1 Brokerage in New Rochelle  |  10 years in a row 
Source: OKMLS, 2021, total dollar volume of single family homes sold by Houlihan Lawrence agent, New Rochelle school district. 
Jocelyn ranks in the Top 1.5% in Westchester County by single family homes sold, total dollar volume, 2021. Real Trends, America’s Best. 

YOUR HOME 
IS IN HIGH
DEMAND
THERE HAS NEVER BEEN A 
BETTER TIME TO BE A SELLER

D I D  YO U  K N O W, 
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Sustainability Key Topic at City Council 
Regular Legislative Meeting

BY STEPHEN E. LIPKEN

New Rochelle Mayor Noam Bramson 
opened the City Council Regular Legislative 
Meeting, April 19, 2022, immediately designating 
Council’s Ecology and Natural Resources Advi-
sory	 Committee,	 as	 the	 City’s	 official	 Climate	
Smart Community Task Force.

Comprised	 of	 fifteen	 volunteer	 members,	
ENRAC will advise Council and Administration 
on issues related to GreeNR Sustainability Plan, 
Climate Emergency Declaration and other en-
vironmental matters.  Additionally, in 2022 the 
City created a Sustainability Coordinator, Nich-
olas Sioufas, to assist with the City’s sustainabil-
ity initiatives.

A Resolution acknowledging City’s par-
ticipation Sustainable Westchester’s Commu-
nity Choice Aggregation Program (Westchester 
Power) since 2014 requires periodic sign off on 
an Electric Service Agreement, joining partici-
pating municipalities to enter into a Memoran-
dum	of	Understanding	to	confirm	their	commit-
ments.

The City launched the CircuitNR in 2019 to 
provide a complimentary, on-demand electric 
shuttle service that transports riders along sev-
eral downtown New Rochelle routes.  

Currently, CircuitNR is being funded by 
Cares Act monies through April 2022.  In con-
sulting with the program administrators, it was 
determined that some of the programs allocated 
Cares Act funding have either moved to another 
funding source, or full amount allocated would 
not be spent.  

“Based on this analysis, the Department of 
Development was able to recover $364,634 in 
Cares Act funding which we would like to re-
allocate to offset cost of operating CircuitNR 
through October 2022.”  The Resolution was ap-
proved.

Other Legislation included proposed ac-
ceptance of low bid re: Sanitary Sewer Enhance-
ment Phase 1G Project, Burling Lane from May 
Street to North Avenue then North Avenue from 
Burling Lane to Lockwood Avenue; proposed 
Lead Agency re: SEQRA Reservoir 1 Resolution 
relative to reconstruction of Reservoir 1 Lake 
Isle; Commendation of Ursuline School unde-
feated Game Day Team for winning the NYS Fall 
Section 1 Championship; NYS Regional Cham-
pionship; Universal Cheerleaders Association 
(UCA) Pocono Regional Championship; UCA 
Empire Regional Championship and National 
High School Cheerleading Championship.

Alessandra Biaggi Continues to Earn Endorsements 
from Westchester Elected Officials

State Senator Alessan-
dra Biaggi earned endorse-
ments from three prominent 
Westchester	elected	officials:	
Westchester Deputy County 
Executive Ken Jenkins, New 
Rochelle Councilwoman Yadi-
ra Ramos-Herbert, and New 
Rochelle Councilwoman Mar-
tha Lopez. All three elected 
officials	 highlighted	 Senator	
Biaggi’s track record on de-
livering progressive wins for 
Westchester families and her 
commitment to prioritizing 
community safety.

“Westchester is my 
home. To have the support 
of Deputy County Executive 
Jenkins and New Rochelle 
Councilwomen Ramos-Her-
bet and Lopez, three impactful leaders in our 
county, means so much to me and to our cam-
paign. Together we have worked to deliver for 
Westchester families by fully funding our public 
schools, implementing historic tenant protec-
tions, and prioritizing community safety. I am 
eager to continue our progress in Congress, and 

I am so grateful to have their 
support behind me,” said Sen-
ator Alessandra Biaggi.

"Alessandra Biaggi is a 
proven	 fighter,	 and	 I'm	 ex-
cited to endorse her for Con-
gress in NY-3. I've seen how 
hard Alessandra has fought 
for the people of Westchester 
and all her constituents. She 
has never hesitated to stand 
up for what is right. As a sur-
vivor, Alessandra has fought 
tirelessly for victims' rights 
in the State Senate and has 
always prioritized policies to 
keep our communities and 
families safe. We need an ex-
perienced leader like Alessan-
dra representing Westchester 
in Congress," said Westches-

ter Deputy County Executive Ken Jenkins.
“Alessandra Biaggi is a proven leader, who 

cares deeply about the issues that impact work-
ing families in New Rochelle and across NY-3. 
The safety of our communities is Alessandra’s 
top priority and her willingness to roll up her 

State Senator Alessandra Biaggi

continued on page 11



New Rochelle Review    •     May 2022    •    Page 4    •     www.newrochellereview.com

“The Art Happening” Returns 
to Pelham Art Center

Pelham Art Center, 155 
Fifth Avenue, presents the 
second annual Art Happen-
ing – an afternoon commu-
nity art festival on Satur-
day, May 21, 2022. The Art 
Happening brings together 
community members of 
all ages to create, witness, 
celebrate and support the 
arts! The Art Happening ’22 
takes place in the Art Cen-
ter courtyard and gallery 
from noon to 3pm.

Start the afternoon 
with outdoor family yoga 
with Samantha Richardson 
(11:30-12:30pm). A gentle 
yoga sequence will awaken 
the creativity and get the 
body moving before the 
rest of the fun begins. Several artmaking sta-
tions will be in the courtyard. Create spring art 
projects with teaching artists Donna Ross and 
Zafiro	Acevedo.	Collaborative	artmaking	will	be	
a highlight of The Art Happening, as attendees 
fill	the	courtyard	with	chalk	art	and	contribute	
painted expressions on the community canvas.

Special guests Donetta Riley and 
Accent Dance NYC will bring joy to 
this	art-filled	afternoon.	Donetta	Riley	
will be making balloons in all kinds of 
playful colors and shapes. At 1pm, Ac-
cent Dance NYC takes center stage for 
a performance followed by an interac-
tive dance number with the audience. 

The Art Happening includes a 
one-day sale of affordable works and 
prints by artists in the Artist Club Exhi-
bition. In the gallery, browse the Artist 
Club Bazaar to collect unique artwork 
and support local emerging artists. 
May	 21st	will	 be	 the	 final	 day	 to	 view	
the Artist Club Exhibition. Participating 
artist vendors include: Heedan Chung, 
Janice DeMarino, Hilda Demsky, Erika 
Hibbert, Eric Kollen, Susan Nathenson, 
Joyce Pommer, Rebecca Schwarz, Scott 

Seaboldt, and Fran Sisco.
Inside the Art Center from 1 to 3pm, Hilary 

Parry Haggerty will be giving free personalized 
tarot readings. Get a family reading, ask about 
an important decision, or see what comes up in 
the cards.

Pelham Art Center is committed to pro-
viding free and affordable art 
programs for our community. 
There is a suggested $5 dona-
tion per person to enjoy all 
the Art Happening fun.

The Art Happening ’22 
is generously sponsored by 
Bischof & Bischof LLP.

This event is also pre-
sented with support from The 
ArtsWestchester ReStart the 
Arts Grant, and Pelham Art 
Center Members & Annual 
Fund Donors.

Visit pelhamartcenter.
org for more informtion.

Senator Biaggi and Senate Majority 
Pass Legislation to Combat Domestic 
Violence and Support Survivors

Last month, the New York State Senate advanced a legislative package to combat do-
mestic violence and provide greater protections for survivors of domestic abuse in New York 
State. The legislative package includes S404/A3422, sponsored by Senator Alessandra Biaggi 
to allow prosecutors to petition a court to access orders of protection issued in association 
with prior sealed domestic violence cases if relevant to a new proceeding. 

State Senator Alessandra Biaggi (D-Bronx/Westchester) issued the following statement:
“Unfortunately, domestic violence remains a pervasive issue in New York State that 

has only been exacerbated by the COVID-19 pandemic. New York State currently allows law 
enforcement	officials	 to	petition	 a	 court	 to	 access	previously	 sealed	 records	 in	domestic	
violence cases – excluding prosecutors. This bill will allow prosecutors the same access to 
prior records, ensuring that serial abusers are held accountable for further violations and 
domestic violence survivors have the ability to seek justice in the courts. As legislators, we 
must do everything we can to both ease the burden for survivors seeking justice and prevent 
future violence. I am grateful to Senate Majority Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins and my 
Senate colleagues for prioritizing this issue.”

Coopers Corner Appoints Bellantoni as 
Care Manager

Jodi Bellantoni, LPN has been named care 
manager for Monarch Coopers Corner oversee-
ing all resident daily care. 

Bellantoni previously was director of resi-
dent and family services at The Club at Briarcliff 
in Briarcliff. She has also served as director of 
nursing for the Bristal in Armonk. She earned 
her LPN from Southern Westchester BOCES in 
Valhalla and completed coursework at Rutgers, 
The State University of New Jersey. 

Monarch Coopers Corner, located at 11 Mill 
Road, New Rochelle, is developed and managed 
by Maryland-based Monarch Communities. Jodi Bellantoni, LPM

tainable World Award, awarded to outstand-
ing projects in chemistry, biochemistry, and 
engineering

•	 Dylan	 Sadow:	 Office	 of	 Naval	 Research	
Award, for an outstanding project in science, 
technology, engineering, and/or mathemat-
ics

•	 Riley	 Fullerton:	 Office	 of	 Naval	 Research	
Award, for an outstanding projects in sci-
ence, technology, engineering, and/or math-
ematics

• Sophia Pak: Excellence in Medical Research 
Award, for being a top research project in 
medicine and health, biochemistry, cell and 
molecular biology, microbiology, and neuro-
science

• Julia Ecker: Excellence in Medical Research 
Award, for being a top research project in 

medicine and health, biochemistry, cell and 
molecular biology, microbiology, and neuro-
science

• Jobin Binu Daniel: U.S. Agency for Inter-
national Development Science Champion 
Award, for a project that has the potential to 
make an impact on addressing international 
development challenges

• Aviva Segal: American Meteorological Society 
Award,	 for	 creative	 scientific	 endeavors	 in	
atmospheric and related oceanic and hydro-
logical sciences.

At the Board of Education meeting, Wueb-
ber, Barlis and Balachandran spoke about the 
program and the exceptional research ex-
periences it offers. Video of Wuebber, Bar-
lis and Balachandran: Facebook.com/newro-
chelleschools/videos/2886716238299188.

New Rochelle High School Science Research 
Students Scoop Up 24 Awards In Elite Competition
continued from page 1

www.newrochellereview.com
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National Arts Awards for 
PAVE Student Maribela Dias and 
Teacher Alexandra Brock

New Rochelle High School’s Performing and 
Visual Arts Program (PAVE) participants continue 
to shine – on a national stage!

Visual arts student Maribela Dias, a senior, 
won a Silver Medal – and $4,000 – in the 2022 
Scholastic Art & Writing Awards. Her photograph, 
“Streetlights,” shown here, is powerful, and Dias is 
the	first	New	Rochelle	High	School	PAVE	student	
to win national recognition! She took the photo 
with her iPhone at the New Rochelle Black Lives 
Matter protest in June 2020 with her iPhone.

“That night in June, 
in the pouring rain,” Dias 
said,	 “hundreds	 flooded	
the intersection as we 
continued to protest. In 
the	surreal	scene	of	masked	marchers,	flashing	colors	of	police	lights,	traf-
fic	signals,	 and	cars,	 I	 called	 to	my	brother,	on	 this	historic	night	 in	our	
hometown, to look at me.”

More than 100,000 students submitted 260,000 
art creations, and fewer than 2,000 works were hon-
ored for their originality, technical skill, and personal 
voice or vision.

Art teacher Alexandra Brock also was recog-
nized by the Scholastic Art & Writing Awards, receiving an Educator Award for 
being “an outstanding educator whose dedication, commitment, and guidance 
are represented by student work selected for national honors.”

The	Alliance	for	Young	Artists	&	Writers	is	the	nonprofit	organization	that	
presents	the	Scholastic	Awards.	The	alliance	identifies	teenagers	with	excep-
tional artistic and literary talent and brings their remarkable work to a na-
tional audience through the Scholastic Awards.

Maribela Dias

Alexandra Brock

Helping Save Marine Life: 
Student Examines How Manganese 
Affects Horseshoe Crabs

The students in New Rochelle High School’s 
Science Research Program explore a dazzling 
range of topics under the mentorship of experts 
from some of the top institutions of learning and 
exploration. 

Student: Aviva Segal, Junior
Mentor: Dr. Nicholas Santangelo, Associate 
Professor of Biology at Hofstra University

In the ongoing battle to save 
our oceans, it’s important to un-
derstand the possible negative 
effects of certain elements and 
toxins on marine life. To that end, 
New Rochelle High School stu-
dent Aviva Segal examined the 
effect of manganese on the de-
velopment of Atlantic horseshoe 
crab eggs.

The	first	step	in	her	research	
involved collecting several horse-
shoe crab egg specimens from a 
beach on Long Island, then expos-
ing them to several manganese 
concentrations, ranging from 0 to 50 ppm (parts 
per million).

“We noticed that no egg development was 
occurring in manganese concentrations exceed-
ing 1 ppm, so we conducted a second experiment 
that focused on smaller concentrations ranging 
from 0-1 ppm (0, 0.01, 0.05, 0.1, 0.5, 1 ppm),” said 
Segal. “We found that in a controlled lab setting, 

the manganese toxicity threshold for horseshoe 
crab eggs exists between 0.5 and 1 ppm.”

Segal’s interest in the development of 
horseshoe crabs stems from summer beach 
trips with her family, during which she’d observe 
the behavior of these creatures. She decided to 
conduct her research after learning about a re-
cent decline in the horseshoe crab population.

Thanks to New Rochelle High School’s Sci-
ence Research Program, Segal was able to study 

the effect of manganese on horse-
shoe	crabs	in	both	the	field	and	lab.	
Through this experience, she now 
knows that she’d like to pursue a 
career in Environmental Science.

“I entered the Science Re-
search Program having a vague 
idea about what I wanted to pur-
sue after high school,” Segal said. 
“After participating in this pro-
gram, however, my future aspira-
tions have become clear.”

Segal considered this project 
a rewarding experience and was 

thankful for the enthusiastic support from her 
peers in the Science Research Program.

“The	 opportunities	 to	 do	 field	 work	 and	
bench-top research have been the most re-
warding aspects of the Science Research Pro-
gram,” she said. “In addition, the Science Re-
search Program has provided a community of 
supportive and like-minded students who are 
also	interested	in	scientific	exploration.”

Aviva Segal

Library Hosts Trinity and Jefferson Students for 
Live Dance Performance

Students and staff from Trinity and Jefferson el-
ementary schools were treated to a performance of the 
ballet Don Quixote, performed by Ajkun Ballet Theatre, 
in the Ossie Davis Theater at the New Rochelle Public Li-
brary	on	Friday,	April	 7.	 	The	performance	was	the	final	
dress rehearsal before the ticketed performance at the 
Library the following day.

The Library provided rehearsal and performance 
space to Ajkun Ballet Theatre this fall and spring when 
they were unable to use their traditional space at New 
Rochelle High School due to Covid restrictions. “We were 
happy to give Ajkun access to our theater so they could 
run their dance program for children. The program is a 
wonderful opportunity for youth in our community to be 
exposed to ballet,” said Lisa Itzkowitz, Marketing and Communications Coordinator. “This spring we 
had	the	added	benefit	of	being	able	to	host	over	60	children	and	staff	from	local	area	schools	and	
expose them to the beauty of the ballet. It was a win-win all around.” 

Ajkun Ballet Theatre is internationally renowned for its world-class performances of riveting 
new choreography by artistic director 
and resident choreographer Chiara Ajkun. 
The Company’s extensive repertory spans 
from 19th century classics to compel-
ling new choreography performed by its 
award-winning artists in NYC theaters 
and on tours. The Ajkun Ballet Theatre 
company has performed for thousands of 
people in theaters on four continents as 
well as for millions more through televi-
sion and online platforms. 

Learn more at nrpl.org

HOPE'S Homework Haven Celebrates Grand 
Opening at Parkside Place

HOPE's Homework Haven,  
an afterschool program at Park-
side Place for grades 2-8, cel-
ebrated	 its	 official	 grand	 open-
ing on Wednesday, April 6, 2022 
with a joyous ribbon cutting 
ceremony. The new learning hub 
was formed in partnership with 
HOPE Community Services, the 
NDR Group and the City of New 
Rochelle. Housed in the newly-
renovated Community Room at 
570 Fifth Avenue, New Rochelle, 
NY, HOPE's Homework Haven 
provides free homework help, 
tutoring, arts and crafts, games, 
and recreational activities.

Walter Ritz, Executive Director, Hope Community Services said, “The residents of Parkside 
Place are very special to HOPE. We formed our relationship with them during the Pandemic and 
have been with them ever since. I am thrilled to be able to better serve this wonderful community 
with Homework Haven.”

“For more than 15 years NDR Group, Inc. has supported activities and programs for our resi-
dents and children at Parkside Place apartments.  The affordable housing, we provide to our resi-
dents is complemented with a modern hi-tech Community Room with after school programs for 
Parkside's children in an enriching educational environment administered by HOPE Community 
Services,” said Charlie J. DePasquale, Vice President, NDR Group, Inc.      

“HOPE mobilized in a time of crisis to bring much-needed assistance directly to a community that 
continued on page 12
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Be sure to email your upcoming virtual or live events to: 
shorelineproduction@gmail.com

Virtual and “Live” Calendar of Events

May 2022 Events at New Rochelle Public Library
All events take place in the Ossie Davis 
Theater/Meeting Room at the Main branch 
of the New Rochelle Public Library, 1 Library 
Plaza, New Rochelle, unless otherwise noted. 
Questions? Contact Lisa Itzkowitz, litzkowitz@
wlsmail.org, 914-632-8254

Chair Yoga
Mondays, May 9, 16, 23 from 12:30 to 1:30pm
Wednesdays, May 11, 18, 25 from 1:15 to 2pm
Conquer stress and fatigue, return to work 
with renewed energy and focus, with a gentle 
yet invigorating 45-minute session of chair 
yoga with Nora LeMorin. No need to change 
clothing or lie on a mat. Free. Social distanc-
ing will be observed. Space is limited; first 
come, first served. Drop in. No registration 
required. Space is limited; first come-first-
served. Social distancing will be observed. 
Free. Made possible by the Friends of the 
New Rochelle Public Library and participants’ 
donations 

Yoga and Meditative Arts Workshop
Tuesday, May 17 from 6 to 7:30pm
Come for a 45-minute Gentle Yoga class with 
Breathing (Pranayama) and Movement (Asana) 
followed by a 45-minute Artistic Meditation 
(Pratyahra) with specific creative exercises 
including writing prompts, vision collage and 
mandala coloring. Appropriate for teens aged 
16+ through adults of any age. Free. Space 
is limited. Registration is requested at bit.ly/
NRPLCalendar, (find the event on the calen-
dar, double click and proceed with registra-
tion. Register for each date separately), or via 
email communityrelations@nrpl.org, or phone 
914-813-3706

Our Children, Our Artists Exhibit
Friday, May 5, exhibit opens and may be 
viewed during regular library hours
Wednesday May 11, from 4 to 5:30pm, recep-
tion and awards ceremony for elementary 
school artists
Wednesday May 25, from 4 to 5:30pm, recep-
tion and awards ceremony for the middle 
school and high school artists
The "Our Children, Our Artists" exhibits in the 
Lumen Winter Gallery feature the art work 
of students from the New Rochelle Public 
Elementary Schools, Middle Schools, and High 
school. Exhibit runs through June 2, 2022. New 
Rochelle Public Library, 1 Library Plaza, New 
Rochelle, NY  10801, Lumen Winter Gallery

STEAM Ahead!
Thursdays, May 19, 26 from 4 to 5:30pm
For future scientists and engineers!  Children 
in grades 3 to 5 will engage in fun STEAM ac-
tivities and experiments, using problem-solv-
ing skills and the scientific method to theorize 

and test outcomes in a supportive and friendly 
environment. Drop in for any or all sessions

Freedomland: The Definitive History
Saturday, May 14 at 2pm
Freedomland U.S.A., an American history theme 
park located in the Bronx on the site where Co-
op City is now located, opened to great fanfare 
in June 1960 but operated for only 5 years, 
declaring bankruptcy and closing in 1964. Learn 
about the rise and fall of Freedomland with 
Michael Virgintino, a journalist and marketing/
public relations executive raised in the neighbor-
hood immediately outside the park and the au-
thor of Freedomland: The Definitive History.  In 
addition to the lecture, the presentation includes 
a memorabilia display, a free actual Freedom-
land token for all attendees and a vintage short 
film. Registration requested at bit.ly/Freedom-
land_05_2022, or email communityrelations@
nrpl.org, or phone, 914-813-3706

Sound Shore Chorale Spring Celebration 
Concert
Sunday, May 15 at 3pm
Enjoy the music of Puccini, Purcell and Puleo, 
and hear the world premiere of "Oh Music" 
by Robert Puleo, lyrics by Irish poet, Thomas 
Moore. Registration requested at bit.ly/Sound-
Shore_05_2022, email communityrelations@
nrpl.org, or phone, 914-813-3706

Virtual Ranger Talk from Manzanar National 
Historic Site 
Wednesday, May 18 at 7pm
In observance of Asian-American and Pacific 
Islander Heritage Month, learn about Manzanar 
National Historic Site. In 1942, the United States 
government ordered more than 110,000 men, 
women, and children to leave their homes and 
detained them in remote, military-style camps. 
Manzanar War Relocation Center was one of ten 
camps where the US government incarcerated 
Japanese-Americans citizens during World War 
II.  A park ranger will discuss the experiences 
of the detainees. Registration required at bit.
ly/Manzanar_05_2022, email communityrela-
tions@nrpl.org, or phone, 914-813-3706

Women’s History Month: Jazz Concert
Sunday, May 22 at 3pm
The New Rochelle Public Library presents a live 
jazz concert by The Global Jazz Community 
All Star Female Band featuring Jordyn Davis, 
Wen-Ting Wu,  Roberta Piket, and Alevtina 
Polyakova. Registration requested at bit.ly/WHM-
Jazz_05_2022, email communityrelations@nrpl.
org, or phone, 914-813-3706

Slavery in the North: Pelham’s Hidden Hometown History 
May 19 from 7 to 8pm 
Bartow-Pell Mansion Museum, 895 Shore Road, Pelham 
Bay Park, Bronx
Join Alice Radosh, PhD, Project Director: Pelham’s Hidden 
Hometown History, as she presents her research on the 
150-year history of her hometown, Pelham, where enslaved 
people made up about 20% of the population. Using histori-
cal documents, it is now possible to name and, in many cases, 
provide detailed descriptions of some of the people who were 
enslaved in Pelham. After graduating Pelham Memorial High 
School, Dr. Radosh went on to obtain a doctorate in neuro-
psychology at the City University of New York. She served 
as Director of New York City’s Mayor’s Office of Adolescent 
Pregnancy and Parenting Services, taught in the Psychology Department at Brooklyn College and 
New York University, and was a Senior Program Officer at the Academy for Educational Develop-
ment in New York City. Co-Sponsored by Bridges of Pelham and Progressive Women of Pelham. Cost 
Bartow-Pell Members: Free; Not-Yet Members: $15. Advance registration is required. Tickets: https://
bartowpell.app.neoncrm.com/np/clients/bartowpell/eventRegistration.jsp?event=2586&

Free Minnows for County Residents
Westchester County Airport, 2 Loop Road, West Harrison
May 6 and 7 from 9am to 4pm
To help residents keep their backyards free of mosquito breeding sites, the Westchester County 
Department of Health will give away free minnows for residential ponds and water features, along 
with advice and strategies to prevent the spread of mosquito-borne diseases like West Nile Virus. By 
adding fathead minnows to ornamental ponds, residents can reduce the growth of mosquitos in their 
own backyards. The minnows eat mosquito larvae, preventing them from maturing into biters. Resi-
dents who plan to pick up minnows should bring a bucket or pail; minnows will be distributed in wa-
tertight plastic bags. To keep the minnows viable, residents should plan to bring them straight home 
and release them immediately into ponds with at least eight inches of water. They are not needed in 
ponds that have fish because the fish serve the same purpose. For more information, download the 
“Keep Healthy and Bug Off” brochure at http://health.westchestergov.com. 

The British are Coming: An Afternoon Exploring 
the American Revolution
May 14 from 12:30 to 3pm
St Paul’s Church National Historic Site, 897 S. 
Columbus Avenue, Mount Vernon
At 12:30pm, long time Eastchester Town Historian 
and retired teacher Richard Forliano probes the sear-
ing history of the Revolutionary War in Westchester 
County, chronicling battles, family divisions, hardship 
and heroes, in a county that experienced the war 
longer and more painfully than any other region in 
the new republic. General Washington is expected to 
be on hand. The premiere performance of “Stand Off 
at Staten Island,” an original play recreating the tension, history and drama of a fateful peace confer-
ence between British and American leaders will take place at 2pm. For additional information about 
this free event, visit www.nps.gov/sapa

The following events are sponsored by the 
Hudson River Audubon Society
Nature Walk
May 7 at 10am
Lenoir Nature Center, 19 Dudley Street, Yonkers
Free. Email Debbi Dolan (turlan@optonline.net) to register.

Mother’s Day Warbler Walk
May 8 at 8am
Lenoir Nature Center, 19 Dudley Street, Yonkers
Free. Email info@hras.org to register.



New Rochelle Review    •     May 2022    •    Page 7    •     www.newrochellereview.com

Copyright ©2022 Triplemint. Equal Housing Opportunity. All material presented herein is intended for informational 
purposes only. The sources are deemed to be reliable and the information is believed to be correct, however the 
material is subject to errors, omissions, changes, or withdrawal without notice. All measurements and square 
footage are approximations. No statement is made as to the accuracy of any description. 

We know this market is the best in a generation! 

Don’t miss out. Catch the wave you can see because we never know what’s coming next...

WE ALL
FEEL IT!

OWEN BERKOWITZ
914.819.7622
owen.berkowitz@triplemint.com

CAROL MARRONE
914.419.4000
carol.marrone@triplemint.com

YOUR MARKET 
TO SELL IS NOW

Your home team is ready.
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We're Hiring!
Advertising Sales 
Executives

• Goal oriented
• Organized and Efficient
• Able to Prospect New Business
• Adaptable and Quick Study
• Great Customer Service Skills

BENEFITS
• Excellent work environment
• Liberal commission and 

incentives

SEND RESUME TO
es@shorelinepub.com

Check out our new podcast 
at Wallauer.com/podcast

Show your deck some love.

Scan the QR code 
for this 

amazing o� er!

BENJAMIN MOORE® COLOR SAMPLE
Buy One, Get One FREE

O� er valid for one (1) free Benjamin Moore® Color Sample with purchase of one (1) Benjamin Moore® Color Sample of equal or 
greater value from participating retailer. Excludes ARBORCOAT®. Products may vary from store to store. Subject to availability. 
O� er cannot be combined with other o� ers, discounts or promotions, or applied toward prior purchases. Retailer reserves the 
right to terminate, cancel or modify this o� er at any time without notice. Coupon expires 12/31/2022. ©2022 Benjamin Moore & Co. 
ARBORCOAT, Benjamin Moore, Gennex, and the triangle “M” symbol are registered trademarks licensed to Benjamin Moore & Co. 
All other marks are the property of their respective owner. 4/22

Shop.Wallauer.com
Shop online. Pick up in store.

15 Locations in Westchester, Putnam & Rockland counties

The right paint and the right color can transform your home. 
Our color specialists use Benjamin Moore premium paint 

and color to help you fi nd your inspiration. 
Call to make your appointment for an 

in-store consultation today: (914) 368-0970.

Exceptional New Rochelle Teen Named ‘Youth 
of the Year’ by BGCNR

Selected among 3 outstanding youth, Brian 
has been named the Youth of the Year by the Boys 
& Girls Club of New Rochelle (BGCNR). The Youth 
of the Year title is a prestigious honor bestowed 
upon an exemplary young person in recognition 
of leadership, service, academic excellence, and 
dedication to live a healthy lifestyle. 

Now in its 75th year, the Youth of the Year 
program honors our nation’s most awe-inspiring 
young people on their path to great futures. Brian 
will go on to vie for the New York State Youth of 
the Year title and a $2,500 college scholarship 
from Boys & Girls Clubs of America. 

"We are so fortunate to have Brian represent-
ing the Club. He has been a leader and role model 
for	 our	members	 and	 personifies	 resilience.	 te-
nacity, and grit. We congratulate him and look 
forward to all of the great things in his future", said 
Becky	Mazzanobile,	Chief	Executive	Officer,	Boys	
& Girls Club of New Rochelle.  

Brian has been the prime example of what a 
club member is. Throughout his Boys & Girls Club 
journey, Brian has taken advantage of all the op-
portunities that have been offered. From his par-
ticipation in Passport to Manhood (small group 
clubs exploring a member’s journey into man-
hood), Keystone (a teen group dedicated to lead-
ership and community service) and our Drama Matters productions Brian has made an immediate 
impact at our club and community.

If Brian is named the New York State Youth of the Year, he will vie for the title of Northeast 
Regional Youth of the Year who will receive an additional $20,000 college scholarship. Five regional 
finalists	along	with	the	National	Military	Youth	of	the	Year	will	advance	to	the	National	Youth	of	the	

Brian Penn

continued on page 11
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LIFE-SAVING 
CARDIAC SURGERY. 
NOW IN THE HEART 
OF WESTCHESTER.
Advanced Cardiac Care at White Plains Hospital.
Your heart is in the Hudson Valley. So how you care for your heart should be too.  

That’s why internationally-renowned surgeons from Montefiore Einstein are now performing open-heart surgery at 
White Plains Hospital. This makes us one of the only hospitals in the county providing this advanced level of cardiac care. 

Visit wphospital.org/cardiacsurgery to learn more about our award-winning care.

WHITE PLAINS HOSPITAL MONTEFIORE-EINSTEIN
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Gay
Rosen

As real as 
real estate gets.

1946 Palmer Avenue
Larchmont, NY 10538

M 914.907.2645
Gay.Rosen@juliabfee.com
Gayrosen.com

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated.   

Associate Real Estate Broker
abr, cbr, cdpe, crs, green, gri, sres

Ranked Among the Top 1.5% of 1.4 Million Real
Estate Professionals/Individual by Sales
Volume in New York 2021 by Real Trends

Ranked in the top 169 Agents 2021 
by Westchester Magazine

Top Five Star Agent 2021 for Exceptional Service 
12th consecutive year by Westchester Magazine

Celebrating 20 Years in Business!
1895 Palmer Avenue, Larchmont NY 10538

(914) 834-9888

Call for Schedule
Dine in  •  Catering Available  

Delivery Within 5 Miles
TurqGourmet1895@gmail.com

Order Online

turquoiseny.com
Hours: Mon - Sat, Noon to 11 pm 

& Sun 5 - 9 pm

Live Entertainment 
& 

Belly Dancers!

BCW Honors Seven Innovators at Annual Business Hall of Fame Dinner
More than 400 business leaders were on hand April 

26th for the Business Council of Westchester’s 20th An-
nual Hall of Fame Awards Dinner. This year’s program, 
which was held at the Glen Island Harbour Club in New 
Rochelle, honored seven innovators who have trans-
formed their industries and added to the economic vi-
tality of the region.   

“Tonight, we celebrate innovation, which is fitting 
as we look to the future and to exciting new ideas,” said 
BCW President and CEO Marsha Gordon. “Our theme to-
night highlights a major Business Council of Westchester 
initiative, the Westchester Innovation Network, which 
focuses on elevating Westchester County as a center for 
knowledge, innovation and economic development.”

Heidi Davidson, the BCW Board’s Chairman, noted 
the 20th anniversary of the Hall of Fame. “Over that 
time, we’ve celebrated a wide range of businesses, from 
Fortune 500 companies to budding entrepreneurs to 
outstanding, small, women- and minority-owned busi-
nesses. This year’s roster continues this rich legacy,” 
said Davidson.

The 2022 award winners are:
• Corporate Citizenship Award: Cross County Shop-

ping Center, one of the oldest shopping malls in the 
country. Innovation—including the upcoming open-
ing of a Target store—has allowed them to continue 
to prosper for over 67 years. Accepting the award: 
Craig Deitelzweig, President & CEO, Marx Realty.

• Small Business Success Award: Kings Capital Con-
struction, which is using innovative technology in 
the form of project management software to improve 

communication and efficiency in their processes. 
Accepting the award: J.D. Summa, President & CEO, 
Kings Capital Construction.

• Family Business Success Award: Wallauer Paint & 
Design Centers, serving Westchester, Rockland and 
Putnam counties since 1921. Accepting the award:  
Robert Duncan Jr., Vice President, Wallauer Paint & 
Design Centers.

• Entrepreneurial Business Success Award:  WBP De-
velopment LLC and Griffon Construction LLC, whose 
innovations include high- performance, affordable, 
mixed income and market-rate housing, financing 
and construction practices. Accepting the award: 
William Balter, Principal of WBP Development LLC 
and Griffon Construction LLC.

• Minority Business Success Award: Elena Rivera-
Cheek, the founder and owner of Copy & Art, which 
aligns with marketing innovation by attending semi-
nars, practicing continuous learning and experi-
menting with techniques, models and technologies.

• Women in Business Success Award: Dr. Belinda Miles, 
President of Westchester Community College, where 
the covid19 crisis led to innovative changes to learn-
ing with remote classes and the adoption of new dig-
ital tools.

• Chairman’s Recognition Award: Tompkins Communi-
ty Bank for its delivery of unique financial   solutions 
through contemporary technological advancements 
with a personal touch. Accepting the award: David 
Demilia, President & CEO, Tompkins Community 
Bank.

Seated, from left, Craig Deitelzweig, President & CEO, Marx Realty; Elena 
Rivera-Cheek, founder and owner, Copy & Art; William Balter, Principal, WBP 
Development LLC and Griffon Construction LLC; Dr. Belinda Miles, President, 
Westchester Community College; Robert Duncan Jr., Vice President, Wallauer 
Paint & Design Centers. Standing, from left, David Demilia, President & CEO, 
Tompkins Community Bank; Program Co-Chair James Giangrande, Managing 
Director & Partner, Altium Wealth; BCW President & CEO Marsha Gordon; BCW 
Chairman Heidi Davidson; Program Co-Chair Elizabeth Bracken-Thompson, 
Partner, Thompson & Bender; J.D. Summa, President & CEO, Kings Capital 
Construction.
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sleeves and put in the work everyday for New 
Yorkers is exactly why we need her in Washing-
ton. I am proud to endorse Alessandra Biaggi’s 
candidacy for Congress,” said New Rochelle 
Councilwoman Yadira Ramos-Herbert.

“I am proud to endorse Alessandra Biaggi 
for Congress. In her two terms as a State Sena-
tor, Alessandra has gone above and beyond to 
deliver on important issues, including historic 
tenant protections, expanding penalties for 
housing discrimination, increasing state invest-
ment in and access to affordable housing, and 
bringing to the forefront the issue of building 

code enforcement. Alessandra’s compassion 
and grit will make her a formidable member of 
Congress,” said New Rochelle Councilwoman 
Martha Lopez.

Deputy County Executive Jenkins and New 
Rochelle Councilwomen Ramos-Herbet and Lo-
pez join a growing list of Westchester leaders 
backing Alessandra for Congress, including Rep-
resentative Jamaal Bowman, State Senators Pete 
Harckham and Elijah Reichlin-Melnick, Damon 
Maher, Westchester County Legislators Damon 
Maher and David Tubiolo, and former chair for the 
Westchester Democratic Committee David Alpert.

Alessandra Biaggi Continues to Earn Endorsements from 
Westchester Elected Officials
continued from page 3

Year event in Los Angeles in October 2022, to vie 
for the title of Boys & Girls Clubs of America’s 
National Youth of the Year. The National Youth 
of the Year will receive an additional scholarship 
of $50,000 and a brand-new Toyota Corolla. 

The Youth of the Year program is sup-
ported	 by	 Toyota	 and	Mondelēz	 International.	
As the Signature Sponsor of Youth of the Year, 
Toyota is committed to partnering with Boys 
& Girls Clubs of America to ensure local Clubs 
provide life-enhancing opportunities for kids 
and teens to explore, develop and apply the es-
sential skills they need to be successful in life 
and work. As the Lead Sponsor of Youth of the 
Year,	Mondelēz	 International,	will	 engage	with	
local Clubs year-round to help foster a new gen-
eration of leaders prepared to live in and lead a 
diverse global economy. Youth of the Year rep-

resentatives are the workforce leaders, innova-
tors, and problem-solvers of tomorrow.  

For more information about the Youth of 
the Year program, visit www.youthoftheyear.
org. 

The Boys & Girls Club of New Rochelle 
(www.bgcnr.org) has been providing a safe, 
structured and positive environment for youth, 
ages 6-18, for more than 93 years. It is also 
charged with helping youth to develop the at-
titudes, skills, values, and behaviors that en-
able them to succeed in life. With 12 locations 
throughout the city of New Rochelle, Larch-
mont, Mamaroneck and Ossining, the Club im-
pacts almost 3,000 youth every year by offer-
ing a wide array of programs and services after 
school, during school holidays, and the entire 
summer.

Exceptional New Rochelle Teen Named ‘Youth of the Year’ by BGCNR
continued from page 8

Renovations Begin on NewYork-Presbyterian 
Iona School of Health Sciences

Renovations are now underway on the fu-
ture home of the NewYork-Presbyterian Iona 
School of Health Sciences in Bronxville, N.Y. 
Offering a cutting-edge education in state-of-
the-art new facilities, classes on Iona’s second 
campus are expected to commence Spring 2023

Iona College is building this premier new 
school of health sciences in collaboration with 
NewYork-Presbyterian to develop the next gen-
eration of world-class health care professionals. 
Supported by a $20 million gift from NewYork-
Presbyterian, the school offers an innovative 
new vision for collaborative health care educa-
tion, modern workforce development and com-
munity care.

NewYork-Presbyterian is ranked the #1 
hospital in New York, according to U.S. News 
& World Report. NewYork-Presbyterian is also 

consistently recognized as a leader in medical 
education, groundbreaking research, and in-
novative, patient-centered clinical care in col-
laboration with two renowned medical schools, 
Weill Cornell Medicine and Columbia University 
Vagelos College of Physicians and Surgeons.

Degrees are currently being offered 
through the NewYork-Presbyterian Iona School 
of Health Sciences in Nursing (BS); Social Work 
(BS); Speech-Language Pathology & Audiology 
(BA); Occupational Therapy (MS); Communi-
cation Sciences & Disorders (MA); Marriage & 
Family Therapy (MS); and Mental Health Coun-
seling (MA). Direct-entry admission, pending 
fulfillment	of	program-specific	requirements,	is	
available for the Nursing, Occupational Therapy, 
and Communication Sciences & Disorders pro-
grams.

Left to right: William C. Fredericks, Bronxville Trustee; Helen Knapp, Bronxville Trustee; Mary C. Marvin, 
Bronxville Mayor; Seamus Carey, Ph.D., Iona President; Wilhelmina Manzano, NewYork-Presbyterian Group 
SVP and Chief Nursing Executive; Mary Taylor Behrens, Bronxville Trustee; and Darrell P. Wheeler, Ph.D., 
MPH, ACSW, Iona Provost. (Photo credit Lea Carpanzano/Iona College.)

Popular NYC Café Opening Downtown
In	what	will	be	its	first	entry	into	Westches-

ter County, Joe Coffee, the popular New York 
City-based collection of award-winning cafes, is 
opening a location at Stella, the new mixed-use 
residential tower in the heart of Downtown New 
Rochelle.

The new Joe Coffee will be located in the lob-
by of Stella, where it will offer a full menu of hot 
and	cold	beverages	and	light	fare.	Officially	open-
ing this summer at 10 Le Count Place, the cafe will 
be open seven days a week from 7 am – 6 pm. 

Joe Coffee’s signature house coffee, The 
Daily, will be available on drip, with its signature 
espresso,	The	Waverly	--	named	for	their	first	cafe	
in Manhattan’s Greenwich Village -- serving as the 
base for their espresso drinks. 

In addition to its classic house offerings, Joe 

Coffee will serve a daily rotating Featured Single 
Origin drip coffee, selected from a curated roster 
of seasonal, single origin roasts, as well as a spe-
cialty seasonal beverage, developed through an 
internal barista competition. 

Joe Coffee will also serve a range of other 
drinks such as matcha, turmeric, and chai lattes. 
Light fare perfect for breakfast or an afternoon 
snack will be available, while a wine and beer 
menu will be introduced later this year. 

“For many years we have wanted to expand 
into Westchester and continued to look for the 
perfect city where our coffee, brand, and focus on 
community would be embraced. When we explored 
New Rochelle and saw this beautiful property, we 
knew we had found the right place,” said Jonathan 
Rubinstein, founder and CEO of Joe Coffee.

Students at Iona Preparatory School 
Celebrate International Heritage Day

Iona Preparatory 
School celebrated its inau-
gural Heritage Day at the 
Upper School on March 
29th.	 Student	 affinity	
groups ranging from the Af-
rican American, Gaelic and 
Hellenic Societies, to Fratelli 
d’italia, Latinos Unidos and 
the Mandarin Club, cre-
ated interactive classroom 
presentations and cultural 
performances highlighting 
the school’s diverse student 
population.  An Internation-
al Café & Bazaar was also set 
up so that students could 
sample food from different 
countries, as well as receive 
customized Henna body art.  
Student “travelers” were or-
ganized by House and given 
“passports” that would need 
to be stamped at the vari-
ous countries they “visited,” 
needing to frequent at least 
one classroom presentation and one performance. The event was organized by World Languages 
teacher Maria Cavallaro P’32 and Diversity, Equity & Inclusion Coordinator Heri Albertorio, with a 
number of other staff either aiding in the presentations or preparing myriad cultural dishes.  Iona 
Preparatory Lower School celebrated its International Day on Thursday, April 7.

From left, junior student performers Marco Martire and Gaetano Corrao 
danced the Tarantella; School Counselor Kanard Lewis served as emcee; 
senior Panagiotis Papastefanou sung in Greek; seniors Nathanael Curro, 
Mateo Loyo, Nien Levy and sophomore Kristof Spellen performed the 
traditional Chinese lion dance; senior John Khader showcased traditional 
Jordanian fashion; senior Daniel Callanan showed why he was the 2016 
U12 World Irish Dancing Champion; and juniors Grant Wang and Diego 
Ocasio also donned some fresh duds for the international fashion show.  
Photo courtesy of Mrs. Maria Cavallaro.
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Stepinac’s “A Helping Hand Club” Lead Snack Bag Campaign to Help the Homeless
Students of Stepinac High 

School’s A Helping Hand Club, 
a social service club, success-
fully led a recent campaign to 
provide snack bags, accompa-
nied with hand-written notes, 
for homeless men, women and 
children who are served by the 
community	non-profit	organi-
zation, Lifting Up Westchester 
(LUW).

The students’ original 
target was to seek donations 
of a variety of snack items to 
fill	 60	 snack	 bags	 during	 the	
week-long drive. But, the stu-
dents’ mobilization efforts and 
generosity of the Stepinac 
community (students, friends, 
parents and members of the 
administration and faculty) re-
sulted in the students prepar-
ing and delivering 244 snack 
bags (also known as “blessing 
bags”) to LUW.

The bags comprised a wide range of nutri-
tional snacks—from crackers and health bars to 
chocolate and juice boxes.

The snack bag initiative is part of the mis-
sion of Stepinac’s A Helping Hand Club whose 
members also cook hot food to feed the home-

Proudly displaying some of the 244 snack bags for the local homeless 
for which they collected donations are members of the Stepinac High 
School A Helping Hand Club (left to right) Jeremy Paz, club president; 
Eric Welwin, David Lopez, Joshua Scholl, Rigoberto Escobar and Donal 
Connaughton, Not shown is Jack Collins.

less at a local soup kitchen, collect nonperish-
able foods and clothing to be delivered to two 
homeless shelters in White Plains and also con-
duct	 online	 fundraising	 campaigns	 to	 benefit	
the soup kitchen.

For more information, visit Stepinac.org

Accomplished Alumnae Return to 
Maria Regina High School’s Career Day

At Maria Regina High School’s recent Ca-
reer Day, which was held in celebration of 
Women’s History Month, students learned 
first-hand	 from	 a	 special	 group	 of	 22	 accom-
plished women what it takes to successfully 
pursue	their	respective	fields	of	interest.

The speakers were Maria Regina alumnae 
who spent the day imparting their insight and 
expertise in a wide range of disciplines—from 
architecture	and	finance	to	business	marketing	
and nursing—to help guide the next generation 
of leaders at the renowned all-girls Catholic 
High School which is celebrating its 65th an-
niversary this year.

Anna Parra, President, said that Maria Re-
gina enjoys a tradition of successful alumnae 
who are committed “to mentor and inspire our 
students which was again evidenced at this 
year’s Career Day program.”

The day began with an inspirational key-
note address by Mary Anne Wirth (Class of ’71), 
Board of Trustees Vice-Chair who has led a dis-
tinguished legal career. She is currently General 
Counsel for the Capuchin Franciscans for the 
Province of St. Mary and has been teaching as an 
adjunct professor of law in the legal writing pro-
gram of Fordham Law School.  During her ad-
dress, she advised the students:  “Pay attention 
to your gifts, to what interests you, to what you 
love to do, and to what makes you happy.  It’s all 
about	finding	that	thing	about	which	you	are	the	
most passionate, that thing you were born to do.”  

The day of breakout presentations with 
groups of students concluded with a resume 
workshop for the freshmen and sophomore 
classes, led by Morgan Shanske (Class of ‘17) and 
a career development workshop for the junior 

and senior classes led by Leanne McKeown 
(Class of ’15).

“Based on the feedback from the students 
as well as parents, this Career Day exceeded ex-
pectations,” noted Parra. 

Among the student responses were:
Sophomore Selene Kronen of Tuckahoe 

enjoyed hearing from the variety of alumnae 
speakers, particularly the young sports market-
ing speaker who provided “valuable information 
about how important it was to start network-
ing early because a strong network acts as your 
stable career foundation.”

Junior Joelle Allotey of New Rochelle said 
Career Day aided her in rediscovering her pas-
sion for restoring the happiness of others, ei-
ther through service or a future career in medi-
cine.  “The speakers made me aware of how 
many individuals are affected by physical and 
mental health issues and how incredibly com-
passionate doctors must be to dedicate their 
lives to the well-being of others.”

For more information, visit mariaregina.org

is geographically cut off from other service pro-
viders. HOPE has become a valuable community 
resource for Parkside residents and I am thrilled 
to see HOPE expand their efforts to include after-
school programming,” said New Rochelle Deputy 
Mayor Sara Kaye. “I am grateful for the welcoming 
community space NRD Group has provided. As a 
parent, I understand the need for a robust support 
system in order for our children to thrive and I am 
very happy the City was able to provide the re-
sources to create this vital program.”   

During the Pandemic, Parkside Place resi-
dents faced a greater challenge connecting to 
relief services due to their physical distance 
from many providers. HOPE's Mobile Food Pan-
try assisted by bringing much-needed emer-
gency food, toiletries, clothing, books, masks 
and laundry detergent. NDR Group, property 
owners, refurbished the Community Room to 
accommodate this effort long-term and with 
the further assistance of the City and HOPE, 
the afterschool program was established. 

HOPE'S Homework Haven Celebrates Grand Opening 
at Parkside Place
continued from page 5

City of New Rochelle Launches ARPA 
Website

To increase public awareness of and en-
gagement in the process through which the City 
of New Rochelle will utilize American Rescue 
Plan Act (ARPA) funding, the City has created a 
dedicated website www.newrochellearpa.org. 
The site will be used for information and serve 
as a portal for funding applications.

The $1.9 trillion American Rescue Plan Act 
of 2021, signed into law on March 11, 2021, pro-
vided $350 billion in emergency funding for 
state, local, territorial, and Tribal governments 
for economic relief and recovery from the CO-
VID-19 pandemic. New Rochelle will receive $37 
million in two tranches. New Rochelle’s web-
site, created by the City’s consultant, provides 
detailed information on the ARPA as well as 
planned uses of the local funds available.

“The ARPA provides unprecedented support 
to communities like New Rochelle, and we are de-
termined to utilize this valuable funding to achieve 
a comprehensive recovery, with a special focus on 
strengthening our social, physical, and economic 
infrastructure,” said Mayor Noam Bramson. “This 
new website offers detailed information to the 
public and a user-friendly access point for stake-
holders and partners seeking grants.  We encour-
age eligible agencies and businesses to participate 
in this important opportunity."

As	part	of	the	first	tranche,	City	businesses,	
and institutions with a current tax-exempt sta-
tus as a public charity under section 501(c)(3), 
501(c)(4), or (19) of the Internal Revenue Code, 
listed on the IRS Master File are invited to apply 
for funding. 

Foundation Awards Grants to 18 Nonprofits
The Westchester Community Foundation has 

awarded grants totaling $567,500 to 18 local non-
profits.	Seven	grants	will	go	to	support	criminal	jus-
tice reform with a focus on providing a continuum of 
services for young people at risk of incarceration or 
already justice-involved. 

"These programs aim to reduce the incarcera-
tion and recidivism rate for justice-involved youth 
while demonstrating how new approaches can build 
the case for lasting criminal justice reform,” said Rob-
in	Melén,	program	officer.		Grants	include	continu-
ing support to the Center for Court Innovation for 
a coordinator for the Opportunity Youth Part in the 
City of New Rochelle, the expansion of restorative 
justice training by CLUSTER, and programs that help 
justice-involved youth correct errors on their rap 
sheets and pursue education and vocational training 
after release from incarceration.   

A seventh grant will support parole reform ef-
forts with a focus on elderly prisoners.

The grants include:
Center for Court Innovation: $50,000 to sup-

port a coordinator in the City of New Rochelle for 
a program offering services as an alternative to in-
carceration.

Youth Shelter of Westchester: $25,000 to sup-
port a pilot program in the City of Mount Vernon 
that offers services as an alternative to incarceration.

CLUSTER: $15,000 to train community mem-
bers to use restorative justice programs.

Finding Peace Within: $10,000 to support a 
mindfulness training for incarcerated youth housed 
at the Westchester County Department of Correc-
tion.

914United: $25,000 to help young adults exiting 
Westchester County Department of Correction plan 
for their education.

Westhab: $37,000 to help justice-involved 
youth correct errors on their rap sheets.

Release Aging People in Prison (RAPP): $30,000 
to advocate for the release of elderly prisoners.

For a complete list of all grants awarded and in-
formation on the Foundation, please visit the Foun-
dation’s website at wcf-ny.org.
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ANTIQUES  •  ART  •  COLLECTIBLES
Most cash paid for paintings, antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewelry, books, cameras, 
records, instruments, coins, watches, gold, comics, sports cards, etc. Please call Aaron at 
914-235-0302.

CAREGIVER AVAILABLE
Certified HHA, mature, reliable, compassionate & hardworking lady w/10+ yrs exp. with 
Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s, diabetes, poststroke care etc.,  Seeks FT job as Caregiver.  
Excellent References. Call 914-602-7318.

JIMMY’S CUSTOM FLOORING
Jimmy’s Custom Flooring offers floor installation, floor repair and floor refinishing. We do drywall 
and painting! Call 914-469-5585 for details. Licensed and insured.

TREE OF LIFE MUSIC THERAPY
Are you or an aging family member seeking joy and enrichment?  Experiencing loneliness or 
memory loss?  Engage and relax through music during weekly sessions in your home or virtually.  
Songs from the 40’s, 50’s, 60’s and more... Sing along or simply enjoy listening.  Contact Josh at 
914-391-2867.

IRISH LADY NURSES AIDE AND COMPANION AVAILABLE
Irish lady located in the Bronxville/Lower Westchester area available as a Nurses Aide and 
Companion.  Experienced with references available. Call Sharon Loane at 914-943-8231.

RIVER FRESH AWNING SERVICES
Mobile service that’s at your convenience. River Fresh Detailing offers a wide array of services 
from Awning Cleaning, Pressure Wash, Driveways, Houses and many more. Tel: 914-573-9364 
Email: riverfreshdetailing1@gmail.com Facebook and Instagram: riverfreshdetailing

Fire - 565 North Avenue - 
Victim Information

On March 31st, 2022 at about 6:03am, New Rochelle Police received a call 
reporting	a	fire	at	565	North	Avenue,	an	older	building	that	stretches	from	the	
corner of Hamilton Avenue to Fifth Avenue.  The New Rochelle Fire Depart-
ment	was	contacted	and	responded	where	they	found	a	large	active	fire	that	
was	engulfing	the	building.		As	the	Fire	Department	worked	on	extinguishing	
the	fire,	 Fire	Fighters	 found	 the	 superintendent	of	 the	building	deceased	 in	
her apartment from apparent smoke inhalation.  The Medical Examiner was 
contacted	and	transported	the	victim	to	their	office	at	Westchester	Medical	
Center	where	family	members	were	able	to	make	a	positive	identification	of	
the	deceased.		The	cause	of	the	fire	is	still	under	investigation.

DECEASED:
Judith Musameci, 60 years of age, of New Rochelle, NY.  
The City of New Rochelle and the Police and Fire Departments extend 

their condolences to the family and friends of Ms. Musameci.
Questions	regarding	 the	fire	can	be	directed	 to	 the	office	of	Fire	Chief	

Andrew Sandor at 914-654-2211.

Stabbing Incident - Arrest Made
On April 27th, 2022 at about 11:00pm, New Rochelle Police responded to the parking lot 

of 600 Davenport Avenue, the V.I.P. County Club, on a report of a stabbing.  New Rochelle 
Police located two victims, one with a laceration to his back and the other who was stabbed 
in the abdomen.  They were both transported to a local hospital for treatment.  The stabbing 
victim was taken into surgery and is currently listed as being in critical condition.  The victim 
who was slashed on the back was treated and released.  New Rochelle Police located and ar-
rested the suspect at the dead end of Davenport Avenue without further incident. 

The suspect and the victims were all working as valets at the V.I.P Club and this incident 
stemmed from a dispute between the two victims and the suspect.  The names of the victims 
are being withheld at this time.

ARRESTED:
Elijah Santiago, 25 years of age, of New York, NY.
CHARGES:
Penal Law 120.10 – Assault in the First Degree (2 Counts) – B Felony
Penal Law 265.01 – Criminal Possession of a Weapon Fourth Degree – A Misdemeanor
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Is Your Retirement Account Secure?

BY BERNARD A. KROOKS, 
CERTIFIED ELDER LAW ATTORNEY

You may recall previous article which dis-
cussed changes to the requirements for tak-
ing money out of your retirement accounts. The 
changes were part of the SECURE Act which af-
fected anyone who owns an IRA or other retire-
ment account. 

While	 there	 have	 been	 significant	 changes	
to the estate tax over the last several years, those 
changes likely won’t affect most Americans since 
less than 1 percent have estates large enough to be 
subject to the federal estate tax.  Conversely, most 
people have money in retirement accounts and 
over the next two to three decades there will be 
the largest inter-generational transfer of wealth in 
history, with much of the money being transferred 

being held in retirement accounts. 
Retirement accounts allow you to put away 

money, which grows tax-free, and not pay taxes on 
it until you take the money out. Thus, it is a way to 
defer paying taxes, not avoiding taxes. Neverthe-
less, there is great value in being able to defer tax-
es. Given the choice, you are usually better off pay-
ing taxes later, instead of now; unless perhaps you 
expect to be in a higher tax bracket later.  More-
over, the assets in retirement accounts continue 
to grow tax-free, without diminution for payment 
of taxes along the way.  Unfortunately, the defer-
ral doesn’t last forever, and the IRS has rules that 
require minimum distributions (RMDs) be taken, 
depending on the type of retirement account you 
have and your age.  Roth IRAs do not have RMDs 
while you are alive; but there is no tax deduction 
for contributions you make to Roth IRAs. 

The most important change made by the 
SECURE Act was the elimination of the “stretch” 
option for most IRAs.  Previously, if you inher-
ited an IRA from someone, you were able to take 
those	benefits	over	your	life	expectancy	if	proper	
planning was done.  This allowed IRAs to grow in 
amount tax-free without having to be depleted by 
larger	 mandatory	 withdrawals	 since	 the	 benefi-
ciary was typically younger than the original IRA 
owner.  Under the SECURE Act, the entire account 
must be distributed within ten years of the account 
owner’s death, unless certain exceptions apply.  

The purported rationale for this change, was that 
the IRA rules were originally intended to provide 
for the owner’s retirement and not intended to be 
a	wealth	creation	vehicle	for	the	beneficiaries.	

Certain	 beneficiaries	 are	 not	 subject	 to	 the	
new 10-year rule, including surviving spouses, 
minor children (but not grandchildren), individu-
als with disabilities or those who are chronically 
ill, and individuals who are not more than 10 years 
younger than the IRA owner.  If you qualify under 
these rules, you can still use the life expectancy 
tables	and	stretch	out	the	retirement	benefits.	

The SECURE Act also changed the date that 
individuals have to start taking required minimum 
distributions from their retirement accounts from 
age 70 and ½ to age 72.  In addition, IRA contribu-
tions may now be made for those still working re-
gardless of age.  Previously, 701/2 was the age limit 
for those still working. 

When the SECURE Act was enacted, there 
were a lot of unanswered questions concerning 
how the new rules were to be interpreted and 
implemented.  Over the past couple of years, it 
has been confusing and, in some cases, extremely 
complicated to compute the proper amount of 
RMD.  The stakes are high, since there is a 50% ex-
cise tax if you don’t take out enough money from 
your IRA each year.  In fact, this rule continues to 
apply	to	your	IRA	beneficiaries	after	your	death.	

Recently, in an attempt to clarify and provide 

additional guidance on the SECURE Act, the IRS 
has	finally	 issued	proposed	regulations.	 	This	IRS	
publication is more than 270 pages long and we 
certainly can’t explain all the nuances in this arti-
cle.		Suffice	to	say,	there	are	probably	provisions	in	
the new proposed regulations that will affect you 
and your IRA. 

While having a modern estate plan includes 
documents	such	as	a	will,	trust,	financial	power	of	
attorney and health care directives, it absolutely 
makes sense to give proper attention to your re-
tirement accounts.  Oh, and don’t forget that your 
will typically does not determine who receives 
your IRA at death, since that is covered by your 
beneficiary	designation.	

Bottom line:  In light of the new proposed 
regulations regarding the SECURE Act, it probably 
makes sense to take a fresh look at how your re-
tirement accounts are treated in your estate plan.

Bernard A. Krooks, Esq., is a founding partner of 
Littman Krooks LLP. He was named 2021 “Lawyer of 
the Year” by Best Lawyers in America® for excellence 
in Elder Law and has been honored as one of the “Best 
Lawyers” in America since 2008. He was elected to the 
Estate Planning Hall of Fame by the National Associa-
tion of Estate Planners & Councils (NAEPC). Krooks is 
past Chair of the Elder Law Committee of the Ameri-
can College of Trust and Estate Counsel (ACTEC). Mr. 
Krooks may be reached at (914-684-2100) or by visiting 
the firm’s website at www.elderlawnewyork.com.

Girl in Transit: 
The Cowboy 
Poetry Gathering
Celebrating Ranch Life
of the American West
By Barbara Barton Sloane

When you hear the word Cowboy, what comes 
to mind?  A robust, strong, no-nonsense individual, 
right?  So, Cowboy Poetry?  Yes.

The Cowboy Poetry Gathering began as a time 
and place where western ranchers and cowboys 
could gather to share poems about their lives working 
cattle.  Three decades later, the Gathering encom-
passes western poets, musicians, artisans, and story-
tellers sharing their creativity across the country, tell-
ing their stories of hard work, heartbreak, and hilarity 
– what it means to make your way in the rangeland 
West. 

The cowboy’s work is often lonely and isolated, a 
cycle of dirty, dangerous jobs from the spring round-
up through the cattle drive, the end of the trail and the 
return to the ranch.  Not so surprising then that the 
cowboy,	as	with	the	miner,	the	logger,	the	fisherman	
–has a poetry-seeking tradition, whether it’s reciting 
the classics or reading their own poetry or prose.  

I attended this fascinating event in Elko, Nevada. 
The town is located in the northeastern corner of the 
state, 230 miles from Salt Lake City and 295 miles 
from Reno. The Western Folklife Center, host to the 
Poetry Gathering, is based in Elko and is best known 
as the headquarters for the annual Poetry Gathering – 

but it also shines year-round as an exemplary display 
of contemporary cowboy craftsmanship, ranch life, 
and American Indian art – all three of which tell the 
story of northeastern Nevada’s rich Western cultural 
heritage.

The Lure of Cowboy Life -- While in Elko I 
stayed at the 71 Ranch, a guest ranch for the Work-
ing Cowboy Experience. The “71” is a real cattle ranch 

right in the middle of cowboy country and during my 
stay I had the chance to be a part of day-to-day ranch 
life for a truly authentic experience.  I rode horseback 
over a small part of the ranch’s 38,000 acres, right 
alongside some of the 2,500 head of cattle belonging 
to the ranch. Being new to sitting atop a horse, I elic-
ited a promise from my cowboy guide that my slow-
poke horse would not, under any circumstances, take 
it into his head to run.  He didn’t and I stayed astride 
to the end.  That evening, we had a typical cowboy 
dinner of ribs, baked beans, potatoes and pie.  A group 
of	us	then	gathered	around	a	campfire	to	ward	off	
the chill which crept in at dusk.  We sang along with a 
cowboy who entertained us with well-known West-
ern songs, and, feeling warm and toasty, we were very 
happy campers!

Celebrating Life in the Rural West -- The next 
day I visited the Western Folklife Center where it 
was explained that the Poetry Gathering is a week-
long celebration of life in the rural west, featuring 
the contemporary and traditional arts of western 
ranching	culture.		Poetry,	music,	dance,	stories,	film,	
photography, food – all contribute to an event that 
has become an annual ritual and a place of personal 
meaning for thousands of people.  And lest you think 
the performers are only the boys, I’m happy to tell you 
there are a lot of authentic cowgirls who recite their 
poetry as well.  Among performers at the event was 
National Public Radio commentator Baxter Black, the 
renowned “wacko” poet whose verse has been heard 
by millions.  I was lucky enough to see Baxter perform 
at	the	Elko	Convention	Center,	filled	to	capacity,	and	
everyone enjoying his raucous performance.

Among some of Elko’s fun activities that I got a 
chance to experience: I watched a saddle being made 
at the famed J.M. Capriola Company; I saw pottery 
done the old-fashioned way at Tuscarora Pottery 
School; I visited one of Elko’s many casinos; and at 
the Northeastern Nevada Museum I checked out the 
handicrafts of Native Americans and explored, in-

depth, Nevada’s early years with exhibits of mining, 
ranching, native culture and Old West history. I ended 
my day with a delicious dinner at Toki Ona, one of the 
many Basque restaurants in this town.

Elko and the surrounding area has much to of-
fer, from the beauty of the land, the Ruby Mountains 
called the “alps of Nevada,” to the endless prairies 
covered with sage brush, bright yellow rabbit grass, 
juniper forests and dotted with grazing Black Angus 
wherever you look.  The sky is always bright blue, the 
clouds big and billowy, and the mountain goats, big 
horn sheep, and elk are never far away.

Touching Words: There’s a lovely little poem 
that I read at the Folklife Center, aptly called “A Cow-
boy’s Prayer:”

I thank you, Lord, that I am placed so well,
That you have made my freedom so complete
That I’m no slave of whistle, clock or bell,
Nor weak-eyed prisoner of wall and street.
Just let me live my life as I’ve begun
And give me work that’s open to the sky;
Make me a pardner of the wind and sun,
And I won’t ask a life that’s soft or high.

At the Cowboy Poetry Gathering, you’ll 
hear many poems just as heartfelt and pro-
found as this. Come to their next event (January 
30-February 4, 2023) and it’s guaranteed you’ll 
have yourself a howlin’ good time!

If You Go:
The National Cowboy Poetry Gathering
www.nationalcowboypoetrygathering.org

Barbara Barton Sloane is a Pelham-based Travel 
Editor/Columnist who writes for a number of 
both national and international publications. 
She delights in sharing her global travel experi-
ences with our readers.
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The ‘Victory Farmers’ Exhibit on View in May Supports 
Community Farming Effort

This May, the Oresman Gallery at the Larch-
mont Public Library  will showcase the work of art-
ist Stacey Creem in the “Victory Farmers” exhibit, 
an amalgamation of large and small oil paintings 
and photographs depicting men and women of 
Larchmont and Mamaroneck and their efforts in a 
community project sponsored by Victory Farms at 
the Grange. This project, on display from May 3-27, 
2022, is made possible with funds from the State-
wide Community Regrants Program, a regrant 
program of the New York State Council on the Arts 
with	the	support	of	the	Office	of	the	Governor	and	
the New York State Legislature and administered 
by ArtsWestchester.

 “Victory Farmers” highlights community 
members who, last year, took part in a local effort 
to plant home vegetable gardens and donate the 
produce to the Larchmont Mamaroneck Hunger 
Task Force. The portraits tell a story of hope and 
inspiration, and an urgency to preserve the land 
and feed each other. Part of the proceeds from the 
sale	of	Creem’s	artwork	will	benefit	the	Task	Force.

“We are so thrilled to showcase Stacey’s work 
because it not only highlights a local artist but also 
how the community came together for a singular 
purpose	during	a	difficult	time,”	said	Laura	Eckley,	
director, Larchmont Public Library. “There is no 
better place to exhibit this message than the beau-
tiful gallery at our public institution.” 

	This	is	Creem’s	first	solo	show.	Creem,	who	
had a 25-year career as an attorney, returned to 
art school at the New York Academy of Art in 2019 

to pursue a lifelong interest in painting. While 
Creem’s paintings are representational, they com-
bine three-dimensional form with bright color and 
abstraction to create a dream-like quality that at 
times transcends reality. The subjects in her por-
traits confront and challenge the viewer to look 
beyond the physical form to what lies at the heart 
of the motivation to farm.

 “For me, this project is an attempt to tell a 
story of a community coming together during a 
difficult	time,”	said	Creem.	“The	pandemic	was	so	
isolating, and people seemed divided politically 
and ideologically on many levels. I tried to convey 
the farmers and their landscapes through color 
and form that demonstrate both unity of the ef-
fort and the individuality of each participant. My 
hope is that my portraits highlight this community 
achievement and make people realize that indi-
viduals have the ability to make a positive impact 
on the world.”

 The project began in the Spring of 2021 when 
Creem approached Victory Farms at The Grange 
founder Lisa Chase with the idea to create a series 
of portraits highlighting the project.

 “I had seen Creem’s work and loved the idea 
of telling the story of the Victory Farms project 
through pictures of the gardeners who participat-
ed,” says, Chase. “I saw Stacey’s project as a way to 
broaden the community element of the project by 
partnering with a local artist.”

 Chase founded Victory Farms at the Grange 
in 2020 with 40 Larchmont and Mamaroneck 

families planting vegetables and herbs in raised 
beds in their yards. Last year, the project expanded 
to about 150 families, as well as local elementary 
schools, churches, the Sheldrake Nature Center 
and the library.  

 In 2021, in collaboration with the Larchmont 
Mamaroneck Hunger Task Force, the produce 

from Victory Farms at the Grange fed more than 
800 families. Both the COVID-19 pandemic and the 
devastation caused by Hurricane Ida had profound 
effects on an already struggling community, and 
the Task Force was faced with an increase in de-
mand for food. 

 “My hope is that people in Larchmont and 
Mamaroneck and beyond will see this exhibit and 
think about participating or, even better, start-
ing their own victory farming project in their own 
communities,” said Chase.

 The “Victory Farmers” is on view May 3-27 at 
the Oresman Gallery at the Larchmont Public Li-
brary,121 Larchmont Avenue. The exhibit opening 
(May 5 from 5:30-7:30 pm) and an artist talk (May 7 
at 2 pm) are free and open to the public. 

 Victory Farms at The Grange is a Larchmont/
Mamaroneck collaborative of local small food gar-
dens in yards, schools, at the library, and more, that 
together make up a kind of suburban farm. The or-
ganization’s purpose is to raise food for its neighbors. 
Operating out of The Grange restaurant in Larch-
mont, Victory Farms donates what it grows to the 
Larchmont Mamaroneck Hunger Task Force. Learn 
more at grangelarchmont.com/victory-farms.

The	Task	Force,	first	formed	in	1993,	is	a	vol-
unteer organization of concerned citizens dedi-
cated to assisting local families who need food. 
The organization operates a food pantry that dis-
tributes nutritional bags of groceries to Larchmont 
and Mamaroneck residents. To learn more, to vol-
unteer, or to donate, visit www.LMFoodPantry.org. 

A.J. Rosen Three Time Olympian
His life celebrated in New Rochelle

A joyous remembrance and celebration of 
A.J. Rosen's life was held on Saturday, April 23rd, 
at Pavilion 1 In the Glen Island Park in New Ro-
chelle with a barbecue with A.J.'s favorite music 
playing at the event. Approximately 80-100 friends 
and family showed up to commemorate the day. 
Amongst those who participated were some of 
A.J.'s Olympic friends who traveled from Canada, 
England, upstate New York, and Connecticut. Ev-
eryone commented on how he was such a posi-
tive	influence	on	them	all.	A.J.'s	German	girlfriend,	
Nina Reiter of 5 years was also there, and A.J.'s 
mom, (Gay Rosen) surprised her with an engage-
ment ring in memory of A.J. It was a wonderful day 
and weekend with festivities lasting for 4 days.

A.J. passed away on December 19th at Me-
morial Sloan Kettering Hospital after a short ill-
ness at the young age of 37. A.J. had the gentlest 
of souls, was so truly kind, intelligent, and his 
sense of humor lifted the spirits of all who ever 
met him.  He helped his family deliver meals 
on wheels to the homebound and elderly for 7 
years when he was younger, Being dyslexic, A.J. 
realized he had to work twice as hard to reach 
every goal he set for himself and met every chal-
lenge with a never-ending inner strength.  He 
initiated the "Power to Excel" monetary award  
to  either a learning disabled  or physically chal-
lenged student for 7 years at the New Rochelle 

High School which he had attended. own minia-
ture	airport,	would	fly	his	simulator	flight	games	
endlessly, and his bedroom looked more like 
a cockpit than a bedroom!  A.J. went to Space 
Camp in Alabama 7 times culminating in a schol-
arship for that last trip and achieved  the "Top 
Gun"	status		that	final	week	when	he	just	14..	!	He	
was named a Sergeant of the Year also that same 
year when he was in the Civil Air Patrol.  Loving 
speed,  A.J. took to the sport of luge at the age 
of 12, and was the  U.S. Junior Luge Champion at 
the age of 14 for athletes 16 and under.    

Having a British mother, Gay, A.J. became 
a dual citizen, and competed on behalf of Great 
Britain in the sport of luge at 3 Olympics (Tu-
rin 2006, Whistler 2010 and PyeogChang 2018 in 
South Korea).   After his third Olympics, A.J. then 
followed his true dream of becoming a Com-
mercial Pilot, and attended the L3 -Harris Flight 
School in Sanford, Florida where he excelled. 
A.J. was training future pilots whilst simultane-
ously obtaining the 1500 required hours in order 
to work for an airline, when he became ill with 
Covid, and it was then discovered he had Stage 
4 cancer on July 28th.. 

A.J. is survived by his parents, Gay and 
Sidney, 2 brothers, Mark (40, and Brett 29, his 
beloved Fiancee, Nina Reiter who he had met 
in Germany, and who was his soul mate, Binky 

the family dog, Ashley and Grace his 2 cats (one 
was a feral cat and who he had wanted his fam-
ily to watch for a few days ten plus years ago). 
. A.J. represented the incorporeal essence of a 
living being . His heart was that of a lion, brave, 
courageous, and anyone who ever met A.J. felt 

blessed.  While he won many awards,  A.J.'s 
greatest achievement was having wonderful 
friends representing many countries around 
the world. The heavens will welcome A.J. and his 
inner light which will cast a brilliance onto our 
earth as he forever soars in the skies. "-
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Source: One Key MLS 1/1/2022 - 3/31/2022, total volume sold, Single Family homes, by Offi  ce, New Rochelle School District.
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