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New Rochelle City Council Adopts Sweeping New Downtown 
Overlay Zone (DOZ) Amendments

The City of New Rochelle announced that 
the City Council unanimously approved signifi-
cant advancements to its historic redevelop-
ment, enabling the continuation of a bold trans-
formation that began six years ago. The City’s 
visionary efforts to adopt a form-based zoning 
code providing certainty for developers already 
have helped attract $2.2 billion in private invest-
ment, resulting in the development of 9.2 mil-
lion square feet of space downtown. To date, 
New Rochelle has approved 32 development 
projects, with six projects already completed 
and 14 under construction.

Positioning the City to emerge from the 
pandemic poised for continued growth, the up-
dated plan will bolster its economic resiliency, 
promote stronger social connectivity within the 
downtown and create an important connection 
between the development of the waterfront and 
the transit-oriented development sites down-
town.

The adopted amendments include a new 
waterfront overlay zone, adding a seventh dis-
trict to the six zones created in 2015; 3,000 
more units of housing, including 700 along the 
waterfront; and additions to the Community 
Bonus Benefits Program (CBB) to allow build-
ers additional stories in exchange for provid-
ing community benefits such as green infra-
structure, sustainability and climate resiliency 

improvements, which now can be outside the 
specific overlay zones. Increased opportunities 
for local Minority and Women Owned Business 
Enterprises (MWBE) and more affordable hous-
ing for local residents are also incorporated into 
the new development plan.

“New Rochelle has enjoyed unprecedented 
economic growth, even through the difficult 
challenges of the pandemic, and now has an ex-
citing opportunity to build on and expand our 
prior success,” said New Rochelle Mayor Noam 

Bramson.  “These forward-looking updates to 
our downtown plan lean heavily into environ-
mental and social governance, thereby ensuring 
that growth in our community is sustainable, 
equitable, and inclusive, while also creating a 
powerful magnet for ESG investment.”

The zoning updates follow an extensive 
community engagement campaign over the last 
year by the City and a generic environmental 
review, which sought to increase connectiv-
ity between downtown – where the bulk of the 

development has been focused – the waterfront 
and other areas of the City to increase access 
to recreational and green space.  With demand 
for the City’s residential properties strong, the 
amendments also will formalize a shift of some 
mixed-use spaces to residential use to reflect 
the current hybrid live/work environment and 
significant ongoing leasing activity.

In 2015, the City Council approved a game-
changing redevelopment that stimulated bil-
lions of dollars in economic investment in New 
Rochelle. The form-based zoning code adopted 
ensured that as long as developers adhered to 
specific criteria within each overlay zone, they 
could expect project approval within 90 days, 
faster than almost any other municipality in the 
region.  In the last six years working closely with 
its master developer RXR Realty, the City has 
approved 32 projects, bringing 6,865 new resi-
dential units, of which 3,600 are completed or 
under construction.

“These zoning updates reflect the feed-
back we’ve heard from residents and stakehold-
ers alike, that as we look to the future, we must 
increase opportunities to connect all the diverse 
offerings New Rochelle provides, bolster impor-
tant environmental improvements such as green 
and sustainable infrastructure, provide more op-
portunities for local and minority owned busi-
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J O C E LY N  H A L L  B U R T O N 
Real Estate Salesperson 

M 917.693.3557
jburton@houlihanlawrence.com

jocelynburton.houlihanlawrence.com

Call me to discuss a plan to get 
your home from “just listed” to 

“just sold” in record time. 

Jocelyn Burton is the 
Number One Agent in the 
Number One Brokerage in 

New Rochelle

Jocelyn’s listings have  
sold 62% faster than the 

market average and for 
109% of the list price

Source: OKMLS, 2020, total dollar volume of single family homes sold by Houlihan 
Lawrence agent, New Rochelle school district. One Key MLS, 1/1/2021 - 12/15/2021, 
properties listed by agent that sold in 2021 in New Rochelle school district, compared 
to all properties sold in New Rochelle school district. Jocelyn ranks in the Top 1% in 
Westchester County by single family homes sold, total dollar volume, 2020. 
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Stepinac Senior from New Rochelle 
Admitted to M.I.T.

C.J. Sanchez of New Rochelle, a 
senior at Stepinac High School and a 
member of the school’s groundbreak-
ing Engineering Honors Academy, has 
been admitted by M.I.T. where he plans 
to continue his studies to become an 
aerospace engineer.

This past fall, the academically 
top performing student was recog-
nized by the College Board as a Na-
tional Hispanic Scholar, joining a select 
group nationally who earned the pres-
tigious designation.  He shared the 
honor with two other Stepinac stu-
dents—Eduardo Ramirez of Peekskill 
and Geovanny Rodriquez of the Bronx

On December 10, he was one of the three 
Honors Academy students who participated in St-
epinac’s dedication ceremony for the school’s latest 
Real-World advanced learning technologies includ-
ing the Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and 
Math (STEAM) Center, Finance Center, Adult Pa-
tient Simulator and 3D Anatomage Table.

Before a group of distinguished guests in-
cluding White Plains Mayor Thomas Roach and 
New York Assembly Member Amy Paulin (District 
88), Sanchez spoke about how he had been using 

the sophisticated and engaging learn-
ing tools, typically found at college, 
to enhance his understanding of and 
successfully undertake real-world ap-
plications in engineering,

He related: “For the past couple 
of months, my fellow engineering stu-
dents and I have had the opportunity 
to work here on our capstone proj-
ects. Using a microcomputer called a 
Raspberry Pi, circuitry, as well as ap-
plying the knowledge I have gained 
in the STEAM Center, I am automat-
ing the operation of the hydroponic 

vertical farm that our engineering academy built 
and presented as a possible solution at the Honors 
Academy’s Third Annual Symposium on the Food 
Insecurity Crisis.”  

He added: “I also plan on using what I learned 
from my CAD Design class to 3D print the electron-
ics housing which will give my project a clean and 
finished look. As I continue my journey towards 
becoming an aerospace engineer, I am sure that 
these hands-on and collaborative experiences that 
I have gained in the STEAM Center will serve me 
very well.”

For more information, visit Stepinac.org

C.J. Sanchez

Research Goal: Attain New Levels of 
Science through Algorithms

The students in New Ro-
chelle High School’s Science 
Research Program explore a 
dazzling range of topics under 
the mentorship of experts from 
some of the top institutions of 
learning and exploration. 

Student: Nikhil Mukraj, 
junior
Mentor: Anthony Nesturi, 

Formulation Development Spe-
cialist, Regeneron Pharmaceu-
ticals

Nikhil Mukraj always has 
been fascinated by science and, 
as he says, how it “builds on it-
self.” He looks at science and 
math as a unique, intricate puz-
zle.

“Everything in science and math is based 
upon previous rules and then expanded into 
more and more complex concepts to explain all 
of the natural world,” he said. “If you understand 
the fundamental rules and logic of the game of 
science, then you are able to manipulate them 
into even more complex machines for your use, 
which then may in turn create more science to 
be discovered.”

This way of looking at sci-
ence and math is what prompted 
Mukraj to get involved in the Sci-
ence Research Program at New 
Rochelle High School.

Mukraj is working on a proj-
ect in which he tested various 
algorithms to see how efficiently 
they can identify protein and 
silicon particles from data in im-
ages. The images are taken using 
an electron microscope. Protein 
particles can have harmful side 
effects in some drugs, so be-
ing able to quickly identify them 
could be greatly beneficial for the 
pharmaceutical industry.

Consistent with his inter-
est in scientific rules and logic, 

Mukraj used machine-learning algorithms to 
find out which could identify proteins in im-
ages.

He discovered he could achieve the great-
est accuracy with a convolutional neural net-
work, a type of algorithm that takes an image, 
assigns importance to objects in, or aspects of, 
the image and differentiates them from each 

Nikhil Mukraj

continued on page 12
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FY 2022 Budget Adopted; Projects Identified in 
Capital Improvement Program at Leg Meeting

BY STEPHEN E. LIPKEN

New Rochelle Mayor Noam Bramson 
opened a City Council Regular Legislative Meet-
ing on December 14, reporting 400 active CO-
VID-19 cases before Omicron, an alarming num-
ber that is expected to rise.  He urged people to 
get the Booster vaccine.

The adopted  FY 2022 Budget includes issu-
ance of short-term and long-general obligation 
debt amounting to $16,970,000 to finance projects 
identified in the FY Capital Improvement Pro-
gram, including Bond Resolutions: $270,000 for 40 
Pelham Road and Fire Systems;  $6,000,000, DPW 
Relocation; $500,000, Emerson Avenue Drain-
age; $400,000  Hutchinson River Flood Mitiga-
tion; $400,000, Dam Repairs-Carpenters Pond; 
$500,000, Drainage Studies City-Wide; $450,000, 
Sewer and Storm Drain Improvement-West End; 
$600,000, City-Wide Drainage Improvements; 
$2,000,000, Improvements to Hudson Park; 
$1,000,000, Road Resurfacing; $3,750,000, New 
Roc Garage Improvements; $100,000, Park and 
Recreation Vehicle Replacement; $1,000,000 DPW 

Vehicle Replacement.
Proposed Transfer of City Council Stipends: 

Resolution authorizing City Manager to transfer 
$5,000 from each of City Council members Yolan-
da Ramos-Herbert and Martha Lopez stipend ac-
counts to Boys’ and Girls’ Club; $5,000 each from 
Council Member Albert Tarantino and Liz Fried to 
Hudson Park Greenhouse Committee; $2,500 to 
Hudson Park Greenhouse Committee and $2,500 
to Friends of Glenwood Lake from Council Mem-
ber Ivar Hyden’s stipend account.

Regarding discussion of the Downtown 
Overlay Zoning Amendments, Tarantino ex-
pressed concern that building in DOZ 7 be spread 
out, rather than a massive buildout of heights and 
density in one area.  Hyden called  for a “serious 
Municipal Parking Plan and sense of place that 
young people want to hang out in, not just sleep 
here and go to the city the next day.”

Appointments included Councilwoman 
Sara R. Kaye as Deputy Mayor in 2022, plus Rose 
Bulfamante and Lucia L. Elliott to the New Ro-
chelle Historical Landmark and Review Board 
for five-year terms expiring August 7, 2026. 

Stella Luxury Tower Hosts Preview for Brokers 
of Houlihan Lawrence Offices in New Rochelle 
and Pelham

Stella, the new 28-story, mixed-use prop-
erty in the heart of Downtown New Rochelle 
that offers elegantly designed residences and 
world-class amenities including a rooftop pool 
with sweeping views of the Long Island Sound, 
recently hosted a Broker Preview for agents of 
Houlihan Lawrence’s offices in New Rochelle 
and Pelham. 

“Stella is a wonderful addition to the down-
town development in New Rochelle. Its luxury 
rental offerings are perfectly timed for today’s 
real estate market. Increased access to luxury 
rentals at developments such as Stella is in-
triguing to seller clients when making their next 
move, said Michelina Arminio, Manager of Hou-
lihan Lawrence’s New Rochelle and Pelham of-
fices.

The $190 million property, which is being 
developed by L&M Development Partners and 
Wilder Balter Partners, Inc., is comprised of 380 
studios, one-, and two--bedroom apartments. 
The beautiful and spacious residences feature 
expansive floor-to-ceiling windows, solar win-

dow shades, luxury wide plank flooring, in-home 
washer/dryers and smart door locks. There are 
terraces or balconies in select residences which 
offer spectacular panoramic views of the Long 
Island Sound and the Manhattan skyline. Gross 
monthly rents for the 285 market rate residenc-
es start at around $2,000 per month. The first 
residents are scheduled to move in next month. 

Indoor amenities include a lobby café with 
seating and co-working area; rooftop bar lounge 
with a wide screen TV and pool table; chef dem-
onstration kitchen; state-of-the art Fitness 
Center with two private fitness studios, virtual 
fitness classes and outdoor access; children’s 
playroom with reading nook; co-working lounge 
with conference room; bicycle storage; and pet 
spa. Residents will enjoy the convenience of 
indoor covered parking with available electric 
charging stations. 

For more information, visit the offsite 
Leasing Gallery located right next to Stella at 
451 Main Street, New Rochelle or visit www.
rentstella.com

Pictured, from left are Rose Bulfamante, Dan Hickey, Melanie Williams, Dorothy Torpie, Ivani Rabelo, Annette 
Stiso, Robyn Rosenberg and Michelina Arminio, who is Manager of the New Rochelle and Pelham offices.

nesses, and create more affordable housing for 
our residents,” said New Rochelle Department of 
Development Interim Commissioner Kathleen 
Gill. “We sincerely thank the City Council for its 
close partnership on the redevelopment, along 
with our residents for their ongoing engagement 
and perspectives to ensure we captured a range 
of voices in working toward building a more eq-
uitable and sustainable City.”

“The unanimous approval of this zoning up-
date is an example of what can be accomplished 
when a City works with the community and stake-
holders alike to reach a common goal.  I look for-
ward to the implementation of this new zoning 
resulting in the continued unprecedented growth 
and investment in our downtown area,” said New 

Rochelle City Manager Charles B. Strome III.
 The City of New Rochelle has been working 

with developers to cultivate additional MWBE 
opportunities throughout the redevelopment 
and to promote and increase accessibility to 
affordable housing opportunities for residents. 
Those efforts include eliminating the provision 
that allowed developers to build off-site afford-
able units to keep such units on-site, increasing 
the fee for developers who opt out of affordable 
housing requirements and establishing a slid-
ing-scale credit system to increase accessibility 
to new housing.

 For more information on the City of New 
Rochelle, upcoming projects and other initia-
tives, visit www.ideallynewrochelle.com.

New Rochelle City Council Adopts Sweeping New Downtown Overlay 
Zone (DOZ) Amendments
continued from page 1

Grand Opening for Goldfish Swim 
School

Owners Gillian and 
Will Graves have opened 
their second Goldfish Swim 
School in New Rochelle. 
Goldfish Swim School's new 
9,000 square foot learn-to-
swim facility opened in No-
vember and is now welcom-
ing learning swimmers into 
the pool.

Goldfish Swim School 
provides indoor, year-round 
swim instruction for chil-
dren ages 4 months to 12 
years old. The school fea-
tures an indoor pool that’s 
heated to 90 degrees to be 
comfortable for children 
while also offering an air-
conditioned gallery where 
parents can relax while 
keeping an eye on their chil-
dren. The facility has snack 
bars and prop shops along with changing rooms 
and amenities such as dryers for swimsuits as 
well as hair. Goldfish Swim School prides itself in 
offering a safe, family-friendly setting with highly 
trained instructors. Small class sizes with a maxi-
mum 4 to 1 student to teacher ratio are a big part 
of that pledge.  

"As parents of three little boys, we under-
stand how important water safety is to all families 
and we know that kids benefit from participating 
in learn-to-swim programs from an early age," 
Graves said. "We are thrilled to bring the Goldfish 
curriculum, high quality instruction and state-
of-the-art facility to more local families with this 
additional facility. Our team wants to ensure that 
children have a safe, fun, and friendly place to 
learn how to swim."

The New Rochelle Chamber of Commerce 
was pleased to host the Grand Opening and Rib-
bon Cutting for Goldfish Swim School. Guests in-
cluded Deputy Mayor and City Council Member 
Martha Lopez; Fire Chief Andy Sandor; from the 
New Rochelle Development office: Lisa Davis - 
Economic Development Manager, Jorge Ventura 

–Senior Real Estate Development Manager and 
Mariana Jusufaj, Minority Business Liaison; and NR 
Chamber Executive board Members: Rob Hayes – 
President and owner of the Beechmont Tavern, 
Carol Barrella from the Town Planner Calendar 
and Catherine White Executive Director.

After the Ribbon Cutting and tour of the facil-
ity Rob Hayes said, “While Goldfish Swim School, 
with its colorful murals and seaside theme, is 
geared towards being fun and engaging for kids, 
it really is a mastery of cutting edge the technol-
ogy. The energy saving and safety mechanics they 
demonstrated are amazing. Any kid would love to 
learn to swim here, I know I would have.”

Martha Lopez noted how thrilled she is to 
welcome Goldfish Swim school to New Rochelle 
and her district. “I love to see new businesses in-
vesting in themselves and New Rochelle. Gillian 
and Will Graves have put so much care and energy 
into Goldfish Swim School, you can feel it as soon 
as you walk in the door. I am wishing them much 
success.”

Goldfish Swim School is open 10am-7pm 
weekdays and 8:30am-12:30pm weekends – closed 
Mondays. Call (914) 326-0995 for more details.

Left to right: Fire Chief Andy Sandor, Carol Barrella, Catherine White, Rob 
Hayes, Mariana Jusufaj, Gillian Graves, Lisa Davis, Martha Lopez, Will 
Graves.
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Maria Regina High School Students Celebrate Meaningful Holiday Season

The students of the renowned all-girls Cath-
olic Maria Regina High School (MRHS) celebrated 
another banner season of giving back meaning-
fully to several essential community causes.

The series of campaigns began with a 
Thanksgiving food drive to benefit St. Peter-St 

Denis Church’s Food Pantry in Yonkers. In the 
spirit of the meaning of Thanksgiving—to love, 
care and share—the students not only donated 
276 frozen turkeys but 200 food bags packed with 
3,770 canned and boxed nutritious food items 
that they had purchased in the weeks before the 

holiday. Their generosity and energy made it pos-
sible for families in need, including children, to 
enjoy a traditional Thanksgiving Day meal.

Simultaneously, MRHS students embarked 
on several other back-to-back initiatives lead-
ing to Christmas. Despite freezing temperatures, 
40 students recently slept overnight in card-
board boxes in the school’s courtyard to help 
raise awareness and support for the unsheltered 
homeless, again several of whom are children.

The students’ efforts marked the school’s 
20th Box City Campaign. In addition to sacrificing 
the warmth and comfort of their homes to experi-
ence some of the challenges facing the homeless, 
they collected and donated personal care items in-
cluding toothpaste and toothbrushes, deodorants, 
soaps, shampoos, hand sanitizers, wash clothes 
and socks as well as raised some money for this 
cause.  In MRHS’ 20 Box City campaigns, students 
have raised about $50,000 to help the homeless in 
Westchester communities and New York City. 

Continuing a Maria Regina tradition, stu-
dents conducted a whole-family Christmas drive 
for Mercy Center (www.mercycenterbronx.org), 
the community nonprofit committed “to empow-
er women and their families in the South Bronx to 
liberate themselves from economic poverty.” The 
students set a goal to collect and donate gifts to 
all members of 100 families, including parents and 
children served by the Mercy Center, and create 
personalized Christmas cards. 

The students created Christmas cards for 
each of the 169 children at Elizabeth Seton Chil-
dren’s, the renowned and pioneering Yonkers-
based provider of care, education, and hope for 
children afflicted with some of the most chal-

lenging medical conditions.
And Christmas would not be complete with-

out a toy drive. For the first time the school initi-
ated an Alumnae in Service Project, entitled Maria 
Regina Cares, to benefit The Cardinal McCloskey 
Community Services (CMCS) Holiday Toy Drive.  
Under the leadership efforts of Jeanne Mastoloni 
Almeida ’79, legacy students acted as ambassa-
dors in the initiative by encouraging others to 
bring in toys and overseeing the toy collection 
at morning drop-offs. They were joined by more 
than 10 legacy mothers and daughters and other 
alumnae who sorted and wrapped the gifts at 
CMCS headquarters in Valhalla. 

As a result, more than 300 toys and items 
were collected for girls ages 12-18 years old who 
live in communities served by CMCS. “We are 
thrilled with the success of this initial effort to 
show how the alumnae of Maria Regina continue 
to live out the mission of the Sisters of the Res-
urrection years after graduation,” said Elizabeth 
O’Keeffe Cleary, MRHS Director of Advancement, 
adding: “This meaningful project resulted in 
spreading joy during the Christmas season and, in 
addition, brought alumnae, students, and parents 
together.”

Principal Maria Carozza-McCaffrey ‘99 
added: “It’s impossible to quantify the many and 
varied ways the extended Maria Regina family 
contribute not only during the Christmas season 
but throughout the year as well, quietly and with-
out fanfare. The students are mirror images of the 
charitable and joy-filled Mission the Sisters of the 
Resurrection built this school upon.”

For more information, visit www.mariare-
gina.org.

Jakub Tatka, MD, Joins White Plains 
Hospital Physician Associates

White Plains Hospital welcomes 
orthopedic surgeon Dr. Jakub Tatka 
to its Physician Associates Division. 
Dr. Tatka comes to White Plains 
Hospital from Columbia University’s 
Lawrence Hospital in Bronxville.  He 
is currently accepting appointments 
for both adults and children, for hip 
and knee conditions due to sports, 
arthritis, injuries and developmental 
disorders.

Some of Dr. Tatka’s specialized 
procedures include periacetabu-
lar osteotomy for treatment of hip 
dysplasia, and surgical hip dislocation to address 
complex labral and femoroacetabular injuries and 
deformities. Dr. Tatka has extensive expertise in 
the Depuy Anterior Approach to total hip replace-
ment, a highly specialized surgery involving fewer 
cuts to the surrounding muscle tissue, leading to 
less pain and a quicker recovery. He has traveled 
the world teaching surgeons this technique and 
has discussed his work at numerous professional 
meetings. 

Dr. Tatka earned his medical degree at Stony 
Brook University, where he also completed his 
internship and residency in orthopedic surgery 
– serving as Administrative Chief Resident. He 
completed two fellowships at renown orthopedic 
institutions – one in Pelvis, Hip and Knee Recon-

struction and Preservation at the 
Steadman Clinic, training under Dr. 
Joel Matta, pioneer of anterior hip 
replacement; and the other a Ber-
nese Hip Preservation Fellowship at 
The Inselspital (University Hospital 
of Bern, Switzerland). 

A certified Professional Ski In-
structor, he is a traveling physician 
for the US Ski Team and has provid-
ed medical coverage for the ski and 
snowboard teams at various training 
events, races and trials all over the 

world. Dr. Tatka is the author of over 20 clinical 
abstracts, presentations, publications and manu-
scripts. 

Dr. Tatka will see patients at the White Plains 
Hospital Physician Associates offices at 688 White 
Plains Road, Suite 225, Scarsdale and at the Center 
for Advanced Medicine & Surgery, 122 Maple Ave., 
Floor 8, White Plains. For appointments and more 
information, call (914) 849-7897.

White Plains Hospital is a proud member of 
the Montefiore Health System, serving as its ter-
tiary hub of advanced care in the Hudson Valley. 
The Hospital is a 292-bed not-for-profit health 
care organization with the primary mission of 
providing exceptional acute and preventive medi-
cal care to all people who live in, work in or visit 
Westchester County and its surrounding areas. 

Jakub Tatka, 
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Virtual and “Live” 
Calendar of Events

Temple Israel of New Rochelle
1000 Pinebrook Avenue, New Rochelle
January 8 at 7:30pm
Musical Tribute to the Borscht Belt
Inspired by the rise and fall of the Borscht 
Belt, clarinetist / composer Sam Sadigursky's 
“The Solomon Diaries” reflects the freedom, 
celebration, tradition, independence, loss, 
hope and renewal of the Jewish community. 
His original compositions will be performed 
live in the sanctuary of Temple Israel of New 
Rochelle (1000 Pinebrook, Avenue), on Sat-
urday January 8 at 7:00 pm. Tickets can be 
purchased online at https://tinr.payquiq.com/
index.cfm?event=forms&contentid=010DD7
4B-56EA-46F1-B63615CBCF10375A.

St. Paul’s Church National Historic Site
897 South Columbus Avenue, Mount Vernon
914-667-4116   |   www.nps.gov/sapa
January 8 at 1pm
Stand Off at Staten Island
Enjoy a performance of “Stand Off at Staten Island,” a new play that dramatizes the fateful Peace 
Conference at Staten Island in Sept. 1776, with Lord Richard Howe of England, and American leaders 
John Adams and Benjamin Franklin meeting to consider a British proposal to end the Revolutionary 
War.  This is a live program, and reservations are required, through the Calendar section of the St. 
Paul’s website. 
January 17 at 1pm
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day Presentation
In recognition of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, Professor Michael Honey, U. of Washington, author of 
landmark books on Dr. King, “To the Promised Land” and “Going Down Jericho Road,” explores the 
life & struggles of the great civil rights leader.  This is a distance presentation, through shared plat-
form; make a reservation through the St. Paul’s website, Calendar section.    

Winter Programs at the New Rochelle Public Libraries
The Library will continue its robust schedule 
of free in-person and virtual programs for 
children this winter at the Main New Rochelle 
Public Library and the Huguenot Children’s 
Library (HCL.) In addition, a number of new 
programs have been added to the roster.  
STEAM Along with Toddlers, a favorite class 
as HCL, will now also take place at the Main 
Library. Children will be introduced to the 
concepts of STEAM (Science, Technology, En-
gineering, Art and Math) through creative and 
age-appropriate activities. Also at the Main 
Library, Bilingual Babies, a new program for 
our youngest patrons, will introduce babies 
to Spanish language skills through songs, 
rhymes and fingerplays. New this year at HCL, 
children ages 6 and up will have the opportu-
nity to learn Chess on Saturday mornings in a 
fun and supportive environment.
 
Children’s Programs at Main Library
Toddler Time, Ages 18 mos. to 3 yrs.
Mondays, January 24, February 14, 28, March 
14, 21, 28, April 18, 25, May 9 and 16
11:00 - 11:30 am
(No class February 21 and April 11)
Toddlers with their parents and caregivers will 
build literacy, motor and social skills through 
stories, songs and movement.

NEW! STEAM Along with Toddlers, Ages 
2- 3 yrs.
Mondays, February 7, March 7, April 4 and 
May 2, 2022
11:00 - 11:30 am
Children and their caregivers will explore the 
concepts of STEAM – Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Art and Math – with fun and 

open-ended activities designed for the smallest of 
hands. Prepare to get messy!

Family Art Studio, Ages 5 to 12 yrs
Mondays, January 24 – April 25, 2022,  4:30 - 5:30 
pm 
(No class February 21 and April 11)
Let’s get our art on! Kids and their caregivers will be 
creating projects inspired by famous artists’ work. 
All materials provided. Dress for a mess!!!

Graphic Novel Appreciation Society, Ages 7 to 
12 yrs.
Tuesdays, January 25, February 8, March 1, 15, 29, 
and April 19, 2022
4:30 -5:30 pm
Celebrate your favorite comic book characters with 
activities straight from the panels and pages of 
popular kid’s graphic novels! 

Young Readers Academy, Ages 5 to 7 yrs.
Tuesdays, February 1, 15, March 22, April 5 and 26
4:30 - 5:30 pm
A book club for emerging readers utilizing multi-
media, read alouds, and art projects to encourage 
literacy skills. Participants will receive a free copy of 
the week’s featured book at the program; attend-
ees do NOT need to read the book in advance
 
Baby Rhyme Time, Ages 0 – 24 mos.
Wednesdays, January 26 – May 18
11:00 - 11:30 am
(No class February 23 and April 13)
A joyful blend of books, lap songs, finger plays and 
props for babies and their caregivers.
Building a Love of Reading: Parent-Child Literacy 
Workshops, Parents of children Pre-K to 2nd grade
Wednesdays, January 26, February 2, 9, March 9, 

16, 23, 30, April 27, May 4 and 11, 2022
4:30 – 5:15 pm
Educator Kim Block returns to the Library to 
conduct a series of workshops for parents to learn 
strategies to engage their children as they read 
together. This interactive workshop will provide 
creative activities and useful tips to promote early 
literacy and give caregivers a whole new way to 
share books with their child(ren) Participants are 
welcome to join any or all dates, and children are 
welcome to attend with their parent(s.)
 
NEW! Bilingual Babies,  Ages 0-24 mos.
Thursdays, January 27 – May 19, 2022
11:00 -11:30 am
It’s never too soon to expose your little one to a 
second language. This fun-filled half hour includes 
songs, rhymes and finger plays both in English and 
Spanish. Perfect for those who want their child to 
develop Spanish language skills starting at a young 
age.
 
Children’s Programs at Huguenot Children’s 
Library (HCL)                             
Art Club, Ages 3-10 yrs
Mondays, January 3 – February 14, 2022
3:30 – 4:30 pm
A longtime favorite after-school program taught 
by National Art Honor Society students from New 
Rochelle HS.
                                                                                         
Wiggle and Giggle with Dawny Dew, All ages.
Tuesdays, January 18 – April 5, 2022
2:00-2:30 pm
(No class February 22 
Sing and dance along with Dawny and her puppet 
friends with music and fun galore!
                     

STEAM along with Toddlers!,  Ages 2-3 yrs.
Wednesdays, January 26 – May 18, 2022
10:30-11:00 am                                  
(No class February 23 and April 13)
Open ended process art, clay play, explora-
tion science and nature studies, and math 
play. Prepare to get creative and messy!                     
 
The Write Stuff, Ages 7yrs. and up
Wednesdays, January 26, February 9, March 
2, 16  and 30, 4:00-4:30pm
Join us as we play with words and explore 
new ways to jumpstart a story or a poem, or 
anything you want to write!
  
NEW! Chess, Ages 6 yrs. and up
Saturdays, January 22 – March 12
11:00 am – 12:00 pm
Did you know Chess can improve spatial 
skills, memory, creativity, and concentration in 
children? We're happy to offer chess instruc-
tion in partnership with Premier Chess. All skill 
levels welcome. Sign up with the librarian by 
calling 914-813-3711. 
  
All in person programs will adhere to social 
distancing guidelines, and all participants 
age 3 and over are required to wear a mask. 
Space is limited and all programs are first 
come, first served, unless advance registration 
is specifically noted.

Virtual story times are streamed on the 
Library’s Facebook page, www.facebook.
com/NRPublicLibrary. Programs are made 
possible by the Friends of the New Rochelle 
Public Library. Visit the Library’s calendar at 
bit.ly/NRPLCalendar for a full listing of New 
Rochelle Public Library programs.

Westchester County COVID-19 Testing Location Available: Please be advised Westchester County 
has partnered with Quadrant BioSciences to offer free PCR COVID-19 testing at the Westchester 
County Center. This testing is appointment only – walk-ins will not be accepted. Appointments will 
only be available three days in advance. Testing is for anyone experiencing symptoms or anyone who 
has been exposed to someone who tested positive for COVID-19. The testing is not for travel. Test-
ing is available for all ages, including children and infants. Tests can be scheduled here: http://www.
westchestergov.com/health
Testing will be conducted through the below schedule:
Jan 6, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Jan 7, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Jan. 10, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Jan. 11, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
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MEET MICHAEL SIMMON-PAPPADAKOS  
OF THE BERKOWITZ MARRONE TEAM 
AT TRIPLEMINT

•••  
HERE, THERE, AND EVERYWHERE.

To work with Michael Simmon-Pappadakos and The Berkowitz 
Marrone Team, call Michael at 646.789.3142 or email him at 
michael.sp@triplemint.com.

their experience that separates them from most, but their 
caring and outgoing nature is exceptional. They are the kind 
of people you would want to spend time with outside of 
work!

You are the head of the Alumni Chapter at Hunter 
College and working to bring their wrestling program 
back to greatness. How did this begin? 

Michael: I was fortunate to compete as a student athlete at 
Hunter after getting out of the Marine Corps and served as 
the head coach for six years. What we have at Hunter is very 
special, as we are the only CUNY school with a long wrestling 
tradition of All-Americans and National Champs. The 
program recently received $125,000 in donations to kickstart 
our fundraising efforts with much more on the horizon!

What is your Home Match program?

Michael: I set up Home Match as a way to give back to the 
sport that has taught students so many great lessons! The 
premise is simple: 10% of my commission goes back to a 
youth program, high school, college, or Olympic Training 
facility (RTC).

As a military veteran yourself, tell us about your work 
with helping veterans find their homes.

Michael: Working with veterans is always a pleasure as so 
many are finally getting settled down after putting in their 

Michael Simmon-Pappadakos has been selling real 
estate for 14 years and is a recent addition to the 
Berkowitz Marrone Team. We sat down with Michael 
to learn more about him and what he loves about 
Westchester.

How did you get into real estate and how long have  
you been in the business?

Michael: After the Marine Corps I had some opportunities 
to go work with the State Department, and a few other 
three letter agencies, but I felt it was time to take what I 
learned into another industry. I started working 14 years 
ago in Brooklyn as a rental agent trying to learn every 
neighborhood and nuance.

What can clients expect when working with you?

Michael: I think most people will appreciate the fact that I 
approach working together as a collaboration that should 
be exciting and enjoyable! Real estate is more of an art 
form than a science. It’s a unique combination of finance, 
diplomacy, analytics, hospitality, and creativity.

What excites you about working with The Berkowitz 
Marrone Team?

Michael: Carol and Owen are second to none when it comes 
to taking care of their clients. You don’t become as successful 
as them if you aren’t outstanding in every facet. It’s not just 

time. It reminds me a lot of my time serving and all the fun 
I had. I personally used a VA home loan and was surprised 
how seamless the process was and how much money I was 
able to save. It’s an extraordinary program that continues to 
reward the people who put their time into something bigger 
than themselves!

What are the top three best things about Westchester?

Michael: The lack of mini malls, the abundance of nature, 
and access to Metro-North!

What is the best hidden gem neighborhood in 
Westchester?

Michael: Tarrytown is such a great place! It’s mostly mom 
and pop stores blended with plenty of culture like the 
Ram Dass Center and Tarrytown Music Hall. I love the 
picturesque views of the Hudson River and Tappan Zee 
Bridge.

Good local restaurant you recently tried?

Michael: Pappou’s Kitchen in Yorktown Heights, which would 
have gotten my own Pappou’s approval!



New Rochelle Review    •     January 2022    •    Page 8    •     www.newrochellereview.com

Gay
Rosen

As real as 
real estate gets.

1946 Palmer Avenue
Larchmont, NY 10538

M 914.907.2645
Gay.Rosen@juliabfee.com
Gayrosen.com

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated.   

Associate Real Estate Broker
abr, cbr, cdpe, crs, green, gri, sres

Ranked Among the Top 1.5% of 1.4 Million Real
Estate Professionals/Individual by Sales
Volume in New York 2021 by Real Trends

Ranked in the top 169 Agents 2021 
by Westchester Magazine

Top Five Star Agent 2021 for Exceptional Service 
12th consecutive year by Westchester Magazine

NewYork-Presbyterian Lawrence Hospital 
Unveils New Endoscopy Services and 
Ambulatory Surgical Unit Suites

On December 15, NewYork-Presbyterian 
Lawrence Hospital unveiled its new state of the 
art endoscopy services and ambulatory surgical 
unit suites at a socially distanced ribbon cutting 
ceremony.

The 15,000 square foot space is located on 
the second floor of the hospital in Bronxville, 
complete with thirteen private rooms for patient 
prep and recovery. Each room offers a seamless 
patient experience in a warm and comfortable 
environment for pre and post operative proce-
dures. The space also offers two new state of the 

art endoscopy procedure rooms and one outpa-
tient procedure room for minor surgery. Video 
integrations and inter-op radiological imaging 
are also available to patients.

 A team of board-certified surgeons from 
NewYork-Presbyterian Lawrence Hospital and 
specialists from ColumbiaDoctors, the fac-
ulty practice Columbia University Irving Medi-
cal Center and NewYork-Presbyterian Medical 
Group Westchester will utilize the new facility 
for bariatric, breast, colorectal, endocrine, gas-
trointestinal, vascular, and general surgery.

Surgical leadership including L-R: Dr. Anthony Pucillo, Associate Chief Medical Officer & Director of 
Cardiac Operations at NewYork-Presbyterian Lawrence Hospital; Dr Laurie Walsh, DNP, Chief Nursing 
Officer & Vice President Patient Care Services, NewYork-Presbyterian Lawrence Hospital; Michael Fosina, 
President, NewYork-Presbyterian Lawrence Hospital; Mary Cassai, Senior Vice President, 
Perioperative Services at NewYork-Presbyterian Hospital; Timothy J. Hughes, CPA, Vice
President of Operations, NewYork-Presbyterian Lawrence Hospital

New Rochelle Author Publishes First 
Children’s Book

Making friends in a new place is daunting enough, let alone 
when you hail from a very different place… and you happen to be 
green. How would you navigate visiting a planet far from home 
amidst wary natives? 

Meet Freckle Face from Outer Space, a new children’s pic-
ture book written by New Rochelle resident Margaret Montavon. 
A standalone book (and the first of at least ten planned titles), this 
story introduces readers to the world of Ally Alien, her cat Star, 
and their gaggle of earthling friends who, after some initial trepi-
dation toward the newcomers, learn how acceptance and kind-
ness should always triumph over differences and fear. Written in 
lyric rhyme and drenched in out-of-this-world hues, Freckle Face 
from Outer Space is sure to delight young readers and explorers of 
all ages, with a target audience of ages 4-7. 

Margaret Montavon is an actor, producer, writer, and edu-
cator who believes in harnessing the transformative power of lit-
erature to tell meaningful stories, spark crucial dialogues, incite 
curiosity, and inspire creativity and positive social change. Mar-
garet wrote this story to bring about an inclusivity-centered bit of joy during the peak of the pandemic 
in 2020, and the inspiration is very close to her heart. Like Ally Alien, Margaret was once new at a school, 
where she was promptly nicknamed “freckle face from outer space.” Inspired by her lifelong journey of self-
acceptance and her own years spent as a teacher, Margaret hopes the stories found within Freckle Face 
World will resonate in classrooms, homes, and libraries as a beloved read-aloud, and serve as a reminder to 
audiences to embrace their uniqueness, encourage their youthful sense of wonder, and to practice open-
mindedness toward others. When not writing these stories, Margaret can be found producing several 
forthcoming streaming television series, practicing yoga, and attempting to try every restaurant in the 
Tri-State area.

More information about scheduling an author visit with Margaret and the entire Freckle Face World 
(including its plans for adaptation into an animated television series) can be viewed at www.freckleface-
world.com. Copies (both paperback and ebook) of Freckle Face from Outer Space are available for purchase 
on Amazon.com. 

Iona Preparatory High School Students 
Deliver Christmas Cheer, Holiday Gifts 
to Local Children with Disabilities

A group of Iona Preparatory's high school students spent their day (December 20) spreading 
Christmas cheer during a visit to the Hawthorne Country Day School (HCDS), which provides aca-
demic and vocational skills to children with disabilities. Iona Prep students visited with elementary, 
middle, and high school students at the day school and provided Christmas gifts that the Iona Prep 
community collected and wrapped over the last few weeks. This was part of an ongoing relationship 
between the two schools that has spanned more than 35 years.

Iona Prep seniors Gavin Blenk and Angelo Squillante, freshman Nigel Presume and junior Michael Punzalan 
continued the 35-year partnership the New Rochelle private school has with Hawthorne Country Day School.
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IN THE   
3 MINUTES  IT 
TAKES TO MAKE 
YOUR COFFEE, 
YOU  COULD 
CHECK  YOUR 
HEART HEALTH
When it comes to knowing about your heart health, making a big difference shouldn’t take a huge effort. That’s why 
White Plains Hospital created a three-minute quiz that can help you determine your risk factors and lead you to the right doctors for
 your treatment.

Because knowing is exceptional, every day.

Visit exceptionaleveryday.org/heartdisease or scan the 
QR code with your phone to take the quiz.
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Deck the Halls with Great Art! 
Students' Drawings Become Cards

When you blend New Rochelle students’ 
creativity and inspiration, the result is sparkling: 
Artistry that conveys holiday greetings shared 
across our school district.

Students were asked to submit drawings 
that would be used as digital holiday cards for 
all district staff members. The idea, from Assis-
tant Superintendent for Curriculum Dr. Olivine 
Roberts, resulted in more than 100 impressive 
submissions. Five students’ works of art were 
selected.

Superintendent Jonathan Raymond and the 
Board of Education congratulated the students, 
and in addition, Raymond presented each Board 
of Education member with a framed poster dis-

playing all five creations, thanking the Board for 
its service and dedication.

Check out the wonderful creations by:
• Jose Angulo, Grade 8, Albert Leonard Middle 

School, teacher Larene DelGuercio
• Leah Francis, Grade 4, Trinity Elementary 

School, teacher Alana DeVito
• Emily Villalobos, Grade 4, Columbus Elemen-

tary School, teacher Leah Bernabei
• Noah Yairi, Grade 8, Albert Leonard Middle 

School, teacher Larene DelGuercio
• Angeline Yang, Grade 5, George M. Davis Jr. 

Elementary School, teacher Carmelo Bueti

Jose Angulo

Leah Francis

Emily Villalobos

Noah Yairi

Angeline Yang
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It's Coding, and It's the Future, at 
Trinity Elementary

Trinity Elementary School students recently spent time 
integrating coding as part of “Hour of Code Week.” Teachers 
facilitated a variety of coding activities to promote computer 
science.

Second-graders practiced coding with mouse robots with 
Maria Torres, a Mercy College STEM Ambassador who advo-
cates the importance of computer science in the future. Third-
graders got an introduction to coding, using ozobots, a color-
coding robot using red, green, black, and blue markers. They 
created codes for different speeds and directions. 

Fourth-graders participated in geometry and coding ac-
tivities using ozobots as well. They physically practiced what 
each special movement and speed looked like to review vocab-
ulary before starting their Ozobot coding challenge. Teacher 
Meera Rajani, who is part of the Mercy STEM Ambassadors, 
had her fourth-grade students code a dance using a Code.org 
application. In addition, Terri Agravat’s fourth- and fifth-grade STEAM students used Scratch to 
create a space scene with characters that “emote” to share their thoughts or feelings.

Trinity provided several coding activities to show how coding” can be as simple as giving a 
person directions or creating a dance party.

Misty Copeland, Groundbreaking 
American Ballet Theatre Principal 
Dancer, Visits New Rochelle High

American Ballet Theatre Principal 
Dancer Misty Copeland recently graced New 
Rochelle High School, sharing her inspiring 
story of being the first Black woman to be 
promoted to that position in the company's 
75-year history in 2015. The packed event 
featured a conversation with Copeland, and 
afterward, she signed autographs and met 
students and staff.

Copeland’s appearance was coordinated 
by the New Rochelle High School PTSA, al-
ways a vital collaborator in enhancing our 
students' educational experience. The PTSA 
is led by President Sing Lee Lathan.

Copeland, recently featured on “60 
Minutes,” has portrayed iconic roles in clas-
sics such as Swan Lake, Romeo and Juliet, 
Don Quixote and others. She is a philanthropist, ambassador for several nonprofit organizations, 
and author of several books, most recently "Black Ballerinas: My Journey To Our Legacy.” The book, 
with a signed bookplate, can be ordered here through the PTSA: https://nrhsptsa.memberhub.
com/store/items/625533

High School's “12 Angry Jurors"; 
Concerts Return

After a nearly two-year hiatus, live perfor-
mances are back at New Rochelle High School.

The concert season opened with a Winter-
fest Instrumental Music Concert that featured 
orchestral ensembles under the direction of 
Claire Stancarone and band ensembles under 
the direction of Mark Cooper. Recently, audi-
ence members were treated to the Winterfest 
Vocal Music Concert that featured vocal ensem-
bles under the direction of Jeremy Barbaro and 
David Jutt.

In addition to Winterfest, TheatreWorks’ 
production of “12 Angry Jurors” opened in the 
Linda E. Kelly Theatre. This marked the school's 
first in-person theatrical performance in the 
last few years. It was also the debut produc-

tion for Theatre Manager Abigail Epprecht, who 
joins the school district after years of regional 
and professional stage management. In her brief 
time with New Rochelle, she has supported sev-
eral in-school productions, TheatreWorks, and 
the Performing & Visual Arts Department. 

Video: String Orchestra playing Badinerie 
(from Orchestral Suite No. 2) by J.S. Bach

h t t p s : // d r i v e . g o o g l e . c o m / f i l e /
d/1txRXxA_i2AUMDpPiJv7FvUDei2LxFM2v/
view

Video: Chorale performing Hodie, Tradi-
tional Latin, by Narverud

h t t p s : // d r i v e . g o o g l e . c o m /
file/d/1Fkp8LqSXxOu7br9P3tDJA6X3-xDhF-
N7M/view

Albert Leonard Singers Serenade Starbucks Crowd

Several members of the sixth-grade choir at Albert Leonard Middle School provided a holiday 
treat to visitors at Starbucks, singing an assortment of holiday songs including “Winter Wonderland” 
and “Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer”. The Choir was led by Mary diTargiani and accompanied by 
Thomas DeMicco, music and chorus teachers at Albert Leonard Middle School. In all, it was an up-
lifting experience befitting the holiday season!

Tenure for Isaac Young Staff 
Members

Congratulations to Isaac E. Young Middle School staff members recognized by the Board of 
Education Tuesday for receiving tenure. In the photo from left to right are teacher Rachel Sininsky, 
Humanities Department Chairperson Dr. Beatrice Lopez, and Science Department Chairperson Julie 
Verville. Also receiving tenure were teachers Madalena Franzoni, Christian Hill, Natika Jones, and 
Caroline Peters.
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New Rochelle High Senior Links Stress 
Disorder to Genetics

The students in New Rochelle 
High School’s Science Research Pro-
gram explore a dazzling range of topics 
under the mentorship of experts from 
some of the top institutions of learning 
and exploration. 

Student: Natalia 
McMorris, senior
Mentor: Jake Egelberg, biochem-

istry major, Northeastern University
New Rochelle High School’s Nata-

lia McMorris has long been interested in 
science, largely due to the sheer num-
ber of unexplained things in our world.

The human brain is just one sub-
ject that holds great intrigue for her, so 
it was only natural she made it her focus in her work 
with the school’s Science Research Program.

“I wanted to know why our brains work the way 
they do, why we behave the way we behave psycho-
logically, and if there is a biological explanation behind 
it,” she said.

McMorris decided to specifically focus her re-
search on post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), due 
in part to having secondhand experience with the 
disorder.

“I became interested in this specific topic be-
cause I have family members with PTSD and I have 
always wondered if there could be a way to detect and 
treat it early on,” she said.

The subject of McMorris’s research: studying 
genetic changes due to exposure to traumatic events 
and determining whether the onset of PTSD can be 
predicted. For the purpose of this study, her subjects 

were members of the military.
McMorris began by conducting 

research on both PTSD and genetic se-
quencing before selecting the genetic 
sequences she would run in R Studio, 
a data-analysis program. She then se-
lected five pre-military deployment 
sequences and matching post-deploy-
ment sequences to analyze. The data re-
sulting from the analysis were presented 
in multiple graphs.

She found there were genetic-se-
quencing changes in deployed Marines 
exposed to trauma. Further research will 
be required to support these findings, 

but it is a significant early step in early de-
tection and treatment of the disorder.

McMorris hopes to be part of that further re-
search.

“After high school, I plan to study psychology in 
college and continue conducting research on PTSD 
related to behavioral science,” she said. “My hope is 
to continue studying PTSD over time, and hopefully 
I can help find a way to identify and treat PTSD at an 
early enough stage where no one will ever have to 
suffer with PTSD ever again.”

The experience of being part of the Science 
Research Program has been extremely positive for 
McMorris, who feels a sense of community with her 
fellow researchers.

“We support each other even when we are 
competing against each other,” she said. “One person’s 
accomplishment is everyone’s accomplishment, and 
that is what makes the Science Research Program so 
special.”

Natalia McMorris

Pre-Kindergarten Lottery Information,
Resources, and Procedures

The City School District of New Rochelle, 
in partnership with several community agen-
cies, is offering current New Rochelle residents 
pre-kindergarten options for the 2022-2023 
school year. Important dates are upcoming. A 
pre-kindergarten lottery begins Jan. 11, 2022. 
Families will have until Jan. 28, 2022 to enter and 
rank their preferences for programs and loca-
tions. Programs will consider applications dur-
ing the first week of February, and every effort 
will be made to accommodate families’ choices. 
Families then will be notified about next steps, 
including registering for a specific program.

  
Why Pre-Kindergarten?

Pre-kindergarten immerses students into 
a learning-focused community that nurtures 
individual growth and provides a strong foun-
dation for lifelong education. Children in qual-
ity early childhood programs learn socialization 
skills through group activities; experience read-
ing- and writing-readiness activities; are better 
prepared for school success; and are more likely 
to attain higher levels of education. 

All pre-kindergarten options require at-
tendance in person; a virtual option is not avail-
able. The pre-kindergarten calendar generally 
follows the City School District of New Rochelle 
calendar.

 
Pre-Kindergarten Options for Parents 

Choice 1: Universal Pre-Kindergarten
Universal Pre-Kindergarten is a New York 

State grant-funded program, covering one aca-
demic year, to prepare 4-year-olds for kinder-
garten. All current New Rochelle residents, with 
children born in 2018, are eligible to apply for a 
seat at either the Barnard Early Childhood Cen-
ter or an approved community-based collabora-
tor. When ready to enter kindergarten, students 
may begin at their neighborhood school or re-
enter the lottery for a kindergarten seat, if avail-
able at a school offering magnet programming.

Choice 2: Magnet Pre-Kindergarten
Magnet Pre-Kindergarten is the first step 

in a four-year sequence, covering pre-kinder-
garten, kindergarten, first grade, and second 
grade at the Barnard Early Childhood Center. 
The program prepares 4-year-olds for kinder-
garten. All current New Rochelle families with 
children born in 2018 are eligible to apply. When 

ready to enter third grade, students may begin 
at their neighborhood school or re-enter the 
lottery for a third-grade seat, if available at a 
school offering magnet programming.

Attend a Virtual Open House
To help you learn more about pre-kinder-

garten and options for families, attend a free 
open house via Zoom.

• Jan. 11, 2022, 6 p.m., in English 
• Zoom link: https://zoom.us/j/981568768

64?pwd=TjBSNTBnQ1IvSk15YmZGY21rdlZnZz09
• Passcode: Barnard
Or
• Jan. 11, 2022, 7 p.m., in Spanish
• Zoom link: https://zoom.us/j/91840975

497?pwd=M0V4TjF4elM5UGRoZEsrZHdMODlP
UT09 

• Passcode: Barnard

Important Dates
Jan. 11: Pre-Kindergarten Virtual Open House
Jan. 11: Pre-kindergarten Lottery Opens
Jan. 28: Final day to enter pre-kindergarten 
lottery
Feb. 1: Pre-kindergarten placements occur and 
notifications to families begin
Feb. 11: Pre-kindergarten seat-acceptance 
deadline
Feb. 21: Pre-kindergarten school registration 
begins

Learn More

Transportation
Transportation is provided for students 

that live 1.5 miles or more from home to school 
if they are attending the Barnard Early Child-
hood Center.  

Community-Based Collaborators
A list of the community-based collabora-

tors and their contact information along with a 
brief description of their program can be found 
at https://www.nred.org/page/prek-collabo-
rators

Website
For additional information, visit nred.org. 

Click on Menu, then Academics, then Programs. 
You also can contact the Office of Curriculum 
and Instruction at (914) 576-4622 or email CSD-
NRPreK@nredlearn.org

other. However, he also found he could get 
data faster with a support-vector machine, a 
type of machine-learning algorithm that learns 
by example to label certain types of objects. He 
believes the support-vector machine method 
could be used as a good baseline for future 
particle-classification algorithms.

Mukraj is still working on the project. His 
next step will be to redo the convolutional neu-
ral-network analysis with a novel technique 

that combines meta data and image data to de-
rive a new way of evaluating results. 

Mukraj hopes to be able to continue his 
research after high school. For now, though, 
the Science Research Program continues to 
feed his interest in the field.

“Personally, the most rewarding aspect 
for me is researching in depth into one specific 
topic and actually being able to add research to 
that area,” he said.

Research Goal: Attain New Levels of Science through Algorithms
continued from page 3

The following is a partial listing of January 2022 
classes. Additional classes can be viewed at bit.ly/
NRPLCalendar.
 
Introduction to Microsoft Word, Monday, January 
3, 2022, 4:00 – 5:30 pm: Learn how to create a 
simple document, edit and format text, correct 
spelling, adjust margins, save, print and open files 
in Microsoft Word.
 
Computer Basics: Getting Started, Wednesday, 
January 5, 2022, 10:00 – 11:30 am: Learn the parts 
of a computer, the basics of using a computer and 
how to run programs. Practice using a mouse and 
keyboard, and learn how to navigate within Win-
dow through hands-on practice and exercises. No 

previous knowledge of computers is necessary.
 
Design Your Own Fliers and Postcards, Thursday, 
January 6, 2022, 1:00 – 2:30 pm: Learn how to 
design, create and print your own fliers and other 
professional-looking materials using Microsoft Pub-
lisher. An understanding of Windows and keyboard 
and mouse use is required. Participants may bring 
their own jpeg logos to the class.
 
Social Media 101, Friday, January 7, 2022, 10:00 
-11:30 am: Interested in using social media but a little 
apprehensive? Discover how to stay in contact with 
friends and family online, as well as how to protect 
your privacy while having an online presence.
 

Free Computer Classes for Adults at the New 
Rochelle Public Library
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Guardianship – What You Need to Know
BY BERNARD A. KROOKS, 

CERTIFIED ELDER LAW ATTORNEY

It seems like almost every day clients are ask-
ing us questions about guardianship, including what 
is it? Why do I need it? How can I avoid it?

 Keep in mind I am talking about New York law 
and the answers may be different in another state. 
While there is a movement to make guardianship 
laws more uniform, there remain significant differ-
ences among the states. 

What is guardianship of the estate? We don’t 
use those terms in New York. Other states might 
have guardianship of the estate. In New York, we call 
it guardianship of the property. We also have guard-
ianship of the person. The difference is that a prop-
erty management guardian manages the property 
of the person who is incapacitated, and a personal 
needs guardian manages the personal health care 
decisions of the incapacitated person. Sometimes, 
the same person serves in both roles and other 
times there are different people serving in each role. 

Can my Mom name me as her guardian? May-
be. Your mom (or anyone else) could certainly nomi-
nate you to be their guardian. But only a court can 
appoint you as guardian. Once appointed, you will 
need to report (annually, in most cases) to the court 
and follow the court’s direction.

Of course, if your mother has capacity, she 
could sign a power of attorney or health care proxy 
naming you to that role. In most cases that would 
avoid any need for a guardianship. But it does re-
quire that Mom sign the document while she still 
has capacity. 

How much will it cost to get guardianship? 
That’s a tough question since in most cases this is 
outside our control since we are dealing with an 
overloaded court system and sometimes guardian-
ships can be adversarial, which always increases 
the cost. The fees can be several thousand dollars 
and more. If someone is contesting the need for a 
guardianship or who the guardian should be, the 
fees will likely be substantially higher. Also, the court 
will appoint a court evaluator and/or an attorney 
for the alleged incapacitated person, which will add 

additional cost to the proceeding.
If I am guardian, what powers do I have? A 

guardian’s powers are generally pretty broad; but it’s 
not absolute. You typically need court approval to 
move the incapacitated person into a nursing home 
or to perform non-routine medical procedures.

But here is an important point: as guardian, 
you are not supposed to substitute your own judg-
ment for that of the other person. If, for example, 
they had long maintained that they would not want 
to be kept alive on a ventilator, you are expected to 
follow their longstanding wishes. Similarly, if they 
had always insisted on getting full treatment, you 
should not use your guardianship to remove life-
sustaining treatment.

Am I personally responsible for health care 
costs? No. Unless, that is, you have actually signed 
on to cover those costs, which the long-term care 
facility you check your relative into may be happy to 
make it easy for you to agree to. The rules are dif-
ferent for spouses; you may be liable for their care 
costs because it is a marital debt. The good news, 
however, is that there are many planning tech-
niques available which could help cover the cost of 
that care without bankrupting your family.

Does a guardian get paid? Yes. You should 
keep good records of what you do on behalf of the 
incapacitated person. And, of course, the person 
over whom you secure guardianship will need to 
have funds to pay your fees. But you do not have 
to work for free. All guardianship fees payable out 
of the guardianship estate are subject to court ap-
proval.

For additional questions, make an appoint-
ment for a consultation about guardianship.

Bernard A. Krooks, Esq., is a founding partner 
of Littman Krooks LLP. He was named 2021 “Lawyer 
of the Year” by Best Lawyers in America® for excel-
lence in Elder Law and has been honored as one of the 
“Best Lawyers” in America since 2008. He was elected 
to the Estate Planning Hall of Fame by the National 
Association of Estate Planners & Councils (NAEPC). 
Krooks is past Chair of the Elder Law Committee of 
the American College of Trust and Estate Counsel 
(ACTEC). (914-684-2100  www.elderlawnewyork.com)

Table Hopping with Morris Gut
I have had many fine culinary encounters 

in 2021. Here is a short list of favorite dishes 
and dining venues you should try not miss in 
the coming year!

Titillating Flavors at Maria, New Rochelle
Two-time winners of Michelin’s presti-

gious ‘Bib Gourmet’ Award, brothers Peter and 
Giovanni Cucullo have been causing a stir in 
New Rochelle, drawing patronage from all over 
the county to their flavorful riff on Italian/glob-
al cooking. Named after Mother, Maria’s has be-
come almost a regular haunt for me. Love their 
happy hours from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. when they 
offer some favorite beverages and small plates 
that are loaded with flavor. I am hooked on such 
eclectic dishes as: Glazed Pork Ribs, Truffled 
Green Beans, Grilled Sausage with sweet & 
spicy Peruvian peppers, Mom’s Meatballs, Cau-
liflower Fritters, and Roasted Shishito Peppers. 
Special mention must go to their tender baby 
Lamb Chops. Nice dining room and bar filled 
with artifacts from home. Friendly staff, too. 
Good networking spot.  The family also oper-
ates bustling Fratelli’s Pizza and Pops Café next 
door. Maria, 11 Huguenot St., New Rochelle. 
Take-out & delivery. Closed Sundays. 914-636-
0006 www.marianewrochelle.com 

Irish American with Pizzazz at Jack’s Bar, 
Eastchester

Marking their first year, Jack’s is the new 
kid on the block, and a darn good one. Owner 
Shane Clifford and his staff have been drawing 
a fine crowd. The space has been totally re-
modeled and offers an enhanced Irish/Ameri-
can tavern menu on steroids. The best way to 
describe it. Generous specialties coming out 

of Chef Brendan Donohoe’s kitchen include 
a refreshing Harvest Green Salad; Double-
Stacked Smash Burger; decadent Short Rib 
Mac N’ Cheese; Jack’s Meatballs; Seared Scal-
lops; Chicken Curry; Shroom Pizza out of their 
woodfired oven; Berkshire Pork Chop; and 
Grilled Lamb Sliders. The staff could not be 
more friendly. Open daily. Indoor & outdoor 
seating. TVs. Municipal parking; free evenings. 
Jack’s Bar, 219 Main St., Eastchester. 914-652-
7650 www.jackseastchester.com 

Artisanal Pies at Gusto Pizza, Larchmont
David Masliah and Chef Erwen Perez of En-

core have opened an artisanal pizza shop next 
to their popular bistro. One taste of their pies 
and your palate will fly off to foodie heaven. The 
imported woodburning pizza oven is named 
Victor, after David’s father, who was a pizzaioli 
in France for many years. Wines by the glass, 
appetizers, salads, and such delish individual 
sized pizzas as the Margherita, tomato, fresh 
mozzarella, fresh basil; or the Pancetta, tomato, 
pancetta, crème fraiche, onion, and mozzarella. 
Start with a bright Caesar Salad. Cozy and col-
orful setting. Open 7 days for lunch & dinner. 
Gusto Pizza, 18 Chatsworth Ave., Larchmont. 
914-881-3466 www.gustopizzany.com 

Follow Current Covid Protocols and Stay 
Safe!

(Morris Gut is a restaurant marketing con-
sultant and former restaurant trade magazine 
editor. He has been tracking and writing about 
the food and dining scene in greater Westchester 
for 30 years. He may be reached at: 914-235-6591. 
Email: gutreactions@optonline.net)

Rep. Bowman Introduces African American History Act, Urges Nation to Tell the Truth About Its Past
Congressman Jamaal Bowman (NY-16) an-

nounced the introduction of the African American 
History Act and urged leaders across the nation to tell 
the truth about the United States’ history of racism 
and white supremacy.

“It is our moral imperative to tell the truth about 
our past to finally reconcile with this nation’s history of 
racism and white nationalism, and my legislation will 
serve as a vital component in our fight to do just that,” 
said Congressman Jamaal Bowman. “The moment we 
are in requires of us a clear-eyed vision to ensure that 
not just our children but people of all ages, have ac-
cess to resources and education that accurately re-
count African American history. My legislation invests 
$10 million over 5 years to support African American 
history education programs that will be available for 
students, parents, and teachers. As a Black man and 
an educator, I cannot make clear enough how im-
portant it is to the success of our democracy for us 
to come to a collective understanding and agreement 
that we must take our commitment to learn from our 
past seriously. From the moment Africans were force-
fully brought to the Americas as enslaved peoples and 
the segregation of our society to the economic and 
agricultural redlining of entire Black communities and 
the efforts to suppress our vote, it is on us to tell the 
truth about our entire history. I urge my colleagues to 
support this legislation and join me in using truth to 
overcome lies.”

A multiracial democracy that ensures the so-

cial, economic, and political rights of all in the United 
States requires reconciling with American history and 
America’s original sin of slavery and white supremacy. 
In order to reconcile together as a nation, it’s critical 
that there are opportunities and dedicated resources 
for truth-telling.

Rep. Bowman’s African American History Act in-
vests $10 million over 5 years in the National Museum 
of African American History and Culture (NMAAHC) 
to support African American history education pro-
grams that are voluntarily available for students, par-
ents, and educators. 

This bill will help the NMAAHC expand and im-
prove upon their work in a variety of ways, including:

• Developing and maintaining a variety of ac-
cessible resources to promote an understanding of 
African American history. This includes a collection 
of digital content, housed on the NMAAHC website, 
to assist educators, students, and families across the 
country in teaching about and engaging with African 
American history

• Engaging with the public through program-
ming, resources, and social media to increase aware-
ness of African American history through a social jus-
tice and anti-bias lens

• Convening experts and creating and dissemi-
nating scholarly work

• Translating new and existing NMAAHC work 
into multiple languages

Further, the bill supports the NMAAHC’s work to 

increase national capacity for African American his-
tory education, including:

• developing and disseminating high quality 
pedagogy related to teaching African American his-
tory

• providing opportunities for Professional De-
velopment for early childhood, elementary, and sec-
ondary teachers

• designing and implementing a teacher fellow-
ship program

• engaging with local and state leaders interest-
ed in incorporating these resources in curricula

“Let’s start with a basic fact: You cannot un-
derstand American history without knowing African 
American history,” said Randi Weingarten, President 
of the American Federation of Teachers. “Some 
people are making this a wedge issue - even bullying 
teachers and trying to stop us from teaching stu-
dents accurate history. This bill will make sure every 
student learns about the history and contributions 
of African Americans throughout the years. And ev-
ery educator should have the training and tools they 
need to engage and teach African American history.”

“The American Psychological Association ap-
plauds Congressman Bowman for introducing the 
African American History Act, which would provide 
funding for increased resources, technical support, 
professional development, and dissemination of 
research and teaching materials related to African 
American History,” said Arthur C. Evans, Jr., PhD, CEO 
of the American Psychological Association. “An ac-
curate teaching of history is not only vital to our de-
velopment and well-being as individuals, but also as 
a nation. Understanding our past provides the ability 
to make systemic improvements to the lives of all of 
our citizens, including by eradicating disparities in 
educational attainment, socio-economic status, and 
healthcare outcomes.” 

“Having access to African American History 
is imperative for the instruction of our Latino 
children and parents to modify and understand 
the dynamics between communities of color,” 
said Mariana Jusufaj of Mujeres en New Rochelle. 
“We cannot improve or offer solutions and bridge 
these communities without understanding our 
similarities.”
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Classified Ad Form
7 newspapers over 100,000 readers -- 1 price, prepaid $110.00 for 4 lines. 
Ad runs in 7 papers for 1 month. Make check payable to: 
Shoreline Publishing, Inc., 629 Fifth Avenue, Suite 213, Pelham, NY 10803 

ANTIQUES  •  ART  •  COLLECTIBLES
Most cash paid for paintings, antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewelry, books, cameras, 
records, instruments, coins, watches, gold, comics, sports cards, etc. Please call Aaron at 914-
235-0302.

CAREGIVER AVAILABLE
Certified HHA, mature, reliable, compassionate & hardworking lady w/10+ yrs exp. with 
Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s, diabetes, poststroke care etc.,  Seeks FT job as Caregiver.  Excellent 
References. Call 914-602-7318.

GRAVE PLOTS FOR SALE
Two grave plots in prime Y section of Sharon Gardens, asking best offer. Call 845-536-0237 for 
details.

TREE OF LIFE MUSIC THERAPY
Are you or an aging family member seeking joy and enrichment?  Experiencing loneliness or 
memory loss?  Engage and relax through music during weekly sessions in your home or virtu-
ally.  Songs from the 40’s, 50’s, 60’s and more... Sing along or simply enjoy listening.  Contact 
Josh at 
914-391-2867.

IRISH LADY NURSES AIDE AND COMPANION AVAILABLE
Irish lady located in the Bronxville/Lower Westchester area available as a Nurses Aide and 
Companion.  Experienced with references available. Call Sharon Loane at 914-943-8231.

RIVER FRESH AWNING SERVICES
Mobile service that’s at your convenience. River Fresh Detailing offers a wide array of services 
from Awning Cleaning, Pressure Wash, Driveways, Houses and many more. Tel: 914-573-9364 
Email: riverfreshdetailing1@gmail.com Facebook and Instagram: riverfreshdetailing

GOTHAM CONSTRUCTION GROUP
Affordale family run business ready to work on a variety of interior & exterior projects including: 
Kitchens, Bathrooms, Roofing, Basements, Decks, Driveways, Siding and Paint jobs. Please feel 
free to contact us for a no obligation estimate. Andy @ 917-515-4282.

GRAVESITES AVAILABLE
Lincoln Park Jewish Center is offering cemetery gravesites available for sale in our designated 
area at Cedar Park Cemetery, Paramus, NJ. For fees and details please email your inquiry at 
lpjcoffice@optonline.net

$96. per issue. Prepaid only. Just mail 
us your Business Card and Full Pay-
ment and we’ll take care of the rest. 

Mail to: 
Shoreline Publishing, 

629 Fifth Ave., Suite 213, 
Pelham, N.Y. 10803

Let us handle the creative side of your business.

Website design, logos, brochures, mailers, annual reports, 
flyers, business cards, signage, event materials and more...

Call 914-738-7869 or email cp@shorelinepub.com
for complete details.

Business Cards Classified Ads
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thebronxvillebulletin.com     |     thepelhampost.com
newrochellereview.com     |     larchmontledger.com

harrisonherald.com     |     westchesterjewishlife.com
westchester-women.com

CALL 914-738-7869 TO BEGIN YOUR MARKETING PLANS WITH US!!

Shoreline   Publishing
Westchester’s Community Newspapers

914-738-7869   •   shorelinepub.com
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