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Special City Council Presentation, Attracting 
Retail Businesses to Downtown New Rochelle

BY STEPHEN E. LIPKEN

At the Tuesday, January 18th New Rochelle 
City Council Regular Legislative Meeting (RLM), 
Chief of Staff Corporation Counsel Kathleen Gill 
relayed Council’s request to 
attract new retail and retain 
existing retail, challenges 
and recommendations go-
ing forward.  Adam Salgado, 
Commissioner of Economic 
Development introduced 
Jorge Ventura, Director of 
Economic Development, who 
presented a slide show. 

“In a good urban set-
ting, the ground floors of the 
buildings work symbiotically 
with the public realm.  To-
gether they combine a con-
tinuous network of pathways 
and experiences that are ac-
tive, safe, comfortable and 
engaging.  The ground floor retail is one of many 
good ways for buildings to meet the street and 
generate vibrancy in the public realm,” Ventura 
began.

“The problem is high vacancy of retail spac-
es; limited attraction of available retail spaces; 

changing retail market landscape/trends; inac-
tive ground floor/storefronts and poor street-
level activity/interactions,” noting that a foun-
dation can be built up with transit rich, walkable 
streets; diverse and attractive building stock. 

Old + New=Vibrancy.
 “An assessment came up with 300 ground 

floor retail spaces; 450,000 square feet of 
ground floor space; range from 400-4,000 SF; 
60 vacant spaces (-100,000 SF) within ‘highly 
distressed area.’”  Challenges include Legacy 

City of New Rochelle Achieves Maximum 
Municipal Equality Index Score

For the second year in a row, the City of 
New Rochelle has earned a score of 100 (103 
raw score) on the Municipal Equality Index 
(MEI), the only nationwide rating system of 
LGBTQ inclusion in municipal law, policy, and 
services.

“Once again, this score affirms our City 
values of inclusivity and diversity. My thanks 
especially to the LGBTQ Advisory Committee 
for helping us maintain this important desig-
nation,” said Mayor Noam Bramson.

The MEI rating reflects the ongoing ef-

forts of the City of New Rochelle's LGBTQ 
Advisory Committee, formed in 2020. The 
committee raises awareness, educates, and 
advocates for the civil rights of lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, transgender, and queer residents 
of New Rochelle, while also helping to en-
sure that municipal government is fully in-
clusive.

“I am proud incredibly proud to see 
New Rochelle receive a perfect score for the 
second year in a row,” said LGBTQ Advisory 
Committee Chair Andrew Buder. “New Ro-

Spaces [Landlords, Tenants] and New Spaces 
[Landlords, Tenants].

“Other Challenges: Parking can make it 
difficult for properties to change use; not suf-
ficient financial incentives to motivate property 
owners to lease up vacant spaces; no counter 
incentives to discourage long-term vacancies; 
financial burdens hinder efforts for the adoptive 
reuse of spaces in older buildings.”  Tools en-
compass financial incentives; zoning changes; 

consulting services and partnerships.  Recom-
mendations: creating Retail Task Force of inter-
ested Council members, community, appointed 
by City Manager; hire Retail Consultant.

Other significant legislation included a 
Resolution by Councilwoman Martha Lopez to 
create a proposed Hispanic-American Advisory 
Committee to City Council with seven members 
serving three-year terms, appointed by City 
Manager.

continued on page 5
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J O C E LY N  H A L L  B U R T O N 
Real Estate Salesperson 

M 917.693.3557  |  jburton@houlihanlawrence.com  |  jocelynburton.houlihanlawrence.com

2 0 2 1
THE NUMBER ONE 
AGENT IN THE NUMBER 
ONE BROKER AGE IN 
NEW ROCHELLE
1 0  Y E A R S  I N  A  R O W

JOCELYN’S LISTINGS HAVE 
SOLD 63% FASTER THAN THE 
MARKET AVER AGE AND FOR 

109% OF THE LIST PRICE 

R ANKED IN THE TOP 1.5% 
IN BOTH WESTCHESTER 

COUNTY AND IN THE U.S.

If your home is currently listed with another broker, please disregard. Source: OKMLS, 2020, total dollar volume of single family homes sold by Houlihan Lawrence agent, New Rochelle school district. One Key MLS, 1/1/2021 - 12/31/2021, properties listed by agent that sold in 
2021 in New Rochelle school district, compared to all properties sold in New Rochelle school district. Jocelyn ranks in the Top 1.5% in Westchester County by single family homes sold, total dollar volume, 2020. Real Trends, America’s Best. 
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Homicide of 17 Year Old Leads to Juvenile Arrest
FROM THE NEW ROCHELLE 

POLICE DEPARTMENT
On Tuesday January 25th at about 3:38pm, 

New Rochelle Police received a call of a shoot-
ing that had just occurred on the corner of 4th 
Street and Washington Ave.  Upon arrival Offi-
cers located a 17-year-old male victim with mul-
tiple gunshot wounds.  Officers administered 
First Aid and the victim was transported to a 
hospital where he underwent emergency sur-
gery and succumbed to his injures.  

Suspect information was immediately de-
veloped, and New Rochelle Detectives were able 
to locate and arrest a 16-year-old male suspect 
near Glen Place and Beechwood Avenue, who 
was found to be in possession of a 9mm semi-
automatic handgun.

This is an active investigation and the 
charges and any potential new information or 
developments will be announced in a future 
press release.

Both the victim and the suspect are New 
Rochelle residents and their names are being 
withheld due to their ages.

The City of New Rochelle and the New 
Rochelle Police Department offer their sincere 
condolences to the family of the victim.

Anyone with further information on this 
incident is asked to call the New Rochelle Police 
Department at 914-654-2300.

UPDATE: Victim: Julian Oliveros, 16 years of 
age, of New Rochelle. Due to Juvenile arrest laws 
in New York State, the name of the suspect is still 
being withheld.  He was charged with Penal Law 
125.25 Murder 2nd degree and Penal Law 265.03 
Criminal Possession of a weapon 2nd degree.

STATEMENT BY MAYOR NOAM BRAMSON 
“My personal thoughts are with the fami-

lies that have been broken by this tragedy, and 
with all in our community who have been shak-
en by such a senseless act of violence. New Ro-
chelle will continue working with parents, edu-
cators, and service providers to offer positive 
support to at-risk youngsters, while partnering 
with our local court and law enforcement to 
prevent youth violence. More broadly, this inci-
dent highlights yet again the destructive impact 
of our nation’s lax gun regulations, which flood 

firearms into the wrong hands and can trans-
form any dispute into a heartbreaking loss. “

STATEMENT FROM DISTRICT 1 COUNCIL 
MEMBER MARTHA LOPEZ

“Our hearts are broken. We just experienced 
a senseless tragedy that too many communities 
are facing today.  The scourge of gun violence 
must stop.  Why do teenagers have guns in our 
neighborhood?  Where are they getting them?  
We must stand together as a united community 
and say no more!  Not in our community.”

REP. JAMAAL BOWMAN STATEMENT ON 
DEATH OF NEW ROCHELLE TEEN

Congressman Jamaal Bowman, Ed.D. (NY-
16) issued the following statement following 
news that a 17-year-old from New Rochelle 
passed away after being shot multiple times by 
a 16-year-old.

“Every time another one of our babies is 
taken too soon, my heart breaks for their fu-
tures that will never be realized, their loved 
ones who will miss them forever, and our com-
munity that will feel their absence,” said Rep. 
Jamaal Bowman, Ed.D. (NY-16). “We have to ask 
ourselves, ‘how much more of this will we toler-
ate?’ ‘How many more of our babies have to die 
before we address the root causes of violence?’ 

As a parent, resident of our community, and as 
an educator for over twenty years, I know what 
it means and what it looks like to provide wrap-
around services and resources to families and 
students in crisis. Too often, though, violence 
prevention resources are not given to those who 
need them, and the resources that are provided 
fail to reach those who need them the most. The 
tragic death of the 17-year-old New Rochelle 
boy is only made worse by the fact that he was 
killed by a 16-year-old who was able to get his 
hands on a gun. The system is failing our youth 
at every level. We need to do everything in our 
power to support our youth and their families, 
address the mental health crisis, and put an end 
to the influx of guns coming from outside of our 
state and into the hands of our teenagers. This 
is unacceptable and cannot be normalized. In 
this difficult time, I send my deepest and most 
heartfelt condolences to the family and our 
community. I will continue working to put an 
end to these types of preventable and perma-
nent situations.”

AN IMPORTANT MESSAGE FROM 
CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT OF NEW ROCHELLE 

SUPERINTENDENT JONATHAN RAYMOND
I write to you with tremendous sadness as 

we mourn the loss of a young man from our New 
continued on page 5
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New Rochelle Girl Scouts Win Top Prize in 
Annual Holiday Tree Competition at Ridge Hill

Ridge Hill is excited to announce the 
three winners of the second annual holiday 
tree decorating contest, Branches of Joy! 
Taking top prize and receiving the most 
votes is The New Rochelle Girl Scouts with 
3,458 votes, Paws Crossed Animal Res-
cue was recognized with the “Bright Idea” 
Creativity Award, and Scouts BSA Troop & 
Pack 47 was recognized with the “Dona-
tion Superstars” award collecting the most 
non-perishable food donations for Feeding 
Westchester – for the second year in a row! 
With seventeen community groups work-
ing together, they collectively exceeded 
the initial goal of 5,000 total votes for this 
program resulting in a $5,000 donation for 
Feeding Westchester as well as generous 
donations of non-perishable food.

“I am excited to share that the second 
annual Branches of Joy was once again a 
huge success, which is all due to the com-
munity organizations’ participation, cre-
ativity, and hard work,” said Meghann 
Hongach, General Manager at Ridge Hill. 

“We were delighted at the chance 
to bring so many of our community 
partners together to benefit an im-
portant local cause and continue a 
joyful, holiday tradition.” 

 The winners of this competi-
tion have not only been awarded an 
enviable trophy and a package of 
treats from Ridge Hill’s shops and 
restaurants, but they have raised 
money for a truly worthy cause. 
Ridge Hill recognizes the struggle 
that too many community members 
are facing right now to put food on 
the table. Teaming up with Feeding 
Westchester to help those facing 
food insecurity, Ridge Hill pledged 
to donate $1 to the organization for 
each vote counted and encouraged 
food donations throughout the pro-
gram.

This unique competition in-
cluded an interactive activity of 
decorating trees, which were show-

cased indoors to create a beautiful holiday 
window display on Market Street. Decora-
tions were handmade, and each team was 
able to create its own theme. Participat-
ing groups have been recognized for their 
support on Ridge Hill’s website and social 
media channels.

Feeding Westchester is the county’s 
leading nonprofit hunger-relief organiza-
tion at the heart of a network of more than 
300 partners and programs. We source 
and distribute good, nutritious food and 
other resources to every community in 
Westchester – from Mount Vernon to Mo-
hegan Lake. Last year, we delivered more 
than 10.2 million pounds of food or 8.5 mil-
lion meals to our neighbors through soup 
kitchens, food pantries, schools, shelters, 
residential programs, and our mobile dis-
tributions. Together we are Feeding West-
chester. Hungry to help? 

Visit feedingwestchester.org or follow 
us on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter. 

Science Program's Wuebber Presents at 
National Conference

New Rochelle High School’s Science Re-
search Program is one of our school district’s 
signature academic experiences for students. 
That success led its director, high school sci-
ence teacher Jeff Wuebber, to be asked to lead a 
presentation recently at the National Partners in 
Science Conference in San Diego.

Wuebber’s topic, "Applying Your Labora-
tory Experience to Lead Students to Success at 
Science Fairs," explained how other teachers can 
start science research programs.

In the workshop, modeled after New Ro-
chelle High’s award-winning Science Research 
Program, teachers engaged in practices to in-
spire students to complete research projects. 
Teachers also benefited from Wuebber’s enthu-
siasm and passion for science.

The conference brings together teachers 
who have participated in university-level high 
school teacher research programs across the 
country, and have done research projects with 
scientist mentors.

“Attending the conference was an out-

standing opportunity to learn from other teach-
ers' research and network with teachers from all 
over the country on ideas and ways to improve 
our teaching practices,” Wuebber said.

Wuebber originally got involved with uni-
versity-level research programs when he did 
two summers with the Columbia University 
Summer Research Program for Science Teach-
ers in 2011 and 2012. He has been at New Ro-
chelle High School since 2009.

Student Explores Reasons for Patients' Repeated 
Visits to Hospital Emergency Departments

The students in New Ro-
chelle High School’s Science 
Research Program explore a 
dazzling range of topics under 
the mentorship of experts from 
some of the top institutions of 
learning and exploration. Stu-
dents’ projects will regularly be 
featured in this Newsletter.

Student: Julia Ecker, junior
Mentor: Dr. Alexis Zebrowski, 
epidemiologist, Mount Sinai

New Rochelle High School 
student Julia Ecker wanted to 
participate in the school’s pres-
tigious Science Research Pro-
gram ever since she saw her 
older brother participate – and 
love it.

Influenced by a relative’s background with 
Parkinson’s, Ecker decided her project would 
focus on analyzing medical data to determine 
populations most at risk of being readmitted to 
hospital emergency departments.

Working in collaboration with her men-
tor, Ecker analyzed medical records of more 
than 20,000 dementia patients who visited the 
Mount Sinai Emergency Department (ED). With 
this information, which kept patients’ names 
confidential, she used several statistical tests to 
find patterns and associations in the data.

“My results found the association between 
age and likelihood of being admitted to the ED 
was statistically significant,” said Ecker, “and 
association between initial complaint of psy-

chological symptoms and being 
admitted to the ED was also sig-
nificant.”

With both of these associa-
tions, the statistics showed that 
it was extremely unlikely that 
the connection was due to ran-
dom chance rather than a cor-
relation.

Ecker believes the expe-
rience of researching with an 
epidemiology professional will 
influence her long after high 
school.

“It has been incredibly ex-
citing to see work I am doing 
now helping others and directly 
impacting society for the bet-
ter,” said Ecker. “In the future, 
I definitely hope to pursue a 

higher education in science and to continue to 
create important connections with leaders and 
pioneers in the medical field.”

Ecker also noted how inspired she’s been 
by other students’ projects, which she says is 
one of her favorite aspects of the program. The 
program’s director is New Rochelle High School 
science teacher Jeff Wuebber, and the program 
is part of the high school’s Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math (STEM) offerings.

“Mr. Wuebber has been an incredible men-
tor and guide throughout this process, and I am 
continuously inspired by the other students in 
this program, especially all of the girls,” she said. 
“It truly is a testament [to] our hard work and ef-
fort, and I am so excited for young girls’ futures 
in STEM!”

Julia Ecker

Take Note...
• Congratulations to new National Hon-

or Society inductees, representing a return to 
an important milestone after a COVID-related 
absence of a few years. These New Rochelle high 
seniors were recognized for their academic ex-
cellence: Jathiya Abiff, Jacqueline Ceja, Priscilla 
Cervantes, Rubi Galindo, Mariana Gonzalez, 
Mariyam Mubarak, Amanda Silva, Francheska 
Solomon, Navid Torres and Ariana Tamayo Za-
vala.

• The Advanced Course Information 

Night that took place recently and had more 
than 400 attendees. The program showcased, 
for students in grades 9-11, two dozen ad-
vanced-level classes, and offered information 
about the application process. Superintendent 
Jonathan Raymond highlighted the importance 
of student wellness and shared how advanced 
courses helped advance his education. Current 
and former students shared their experiences in 
the courses and answered numerous insightful 
questions.
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Salesian High School Teacher 
Arraigned for Disseminating Indecent 
Material to 15-Year-Old

Westchester County District Attorney Mir-
iam E. Rocah announced that former Salesian 
High School teacher Mariela Barajas was ar-
raigned for disseminating indecent material to 
a 15-year-old.  

Barajas, 22, of Mount Vernon, was charged 
on January 24, 2022, in Mount Vernon City Court 
with Disseminating Indecent Material to Minors 
in the First Degree, a felony. The Westchester 
County District Attorney’s Office made the ar-
rest following an investigation, with assistance 
from the Mount Vernon Police Department and 
New Rochelle Police Department.  

While employed at the New Rochelle 
school, in December 2021 and January 2022, 
Barajas engaged in a series of sexually explicit 

conversations with the male victim on Insta-
gram and Snapchat. During the conversations, 
the defendant sent the victim naked videos of 
herself engaged in sexual acts.  

Barajas is scheduled to appear again in 
Mount Vernon City Court on February 14, 2022.  

The case is being prosecuted jointly by the 
Trials and Investigations Division Cyber Crimes 
Bureau and the Special Prosecutions Division 
Child Abuse Bureau. If anyone has been a victim 
or has further information on this case, please 
contact the District Attorney’s Office at (914) 
995-TIPS. 

The charges against the defendant are 
merely an accusation, and the defendant is pre-
sumed innocent unless and until proven guilty. 

Police Blotter
GUN ARREST

On January 6th, 2022, New Rochelle Detec-
tives were notified that a handgun was found in 
a vehicle that was being impounded for exces-
sive outstanding parking violations.  Detectives 
developed leads and further investigation re-
vealed that, in addition to the illegal handgun, 
multiple forged documents were also in the ve-
hicle and a suspect was identified.

On January 19th, 2022, New Rochelle De-
tectives arrested one Brandon Gracey, 25 years 
of age, of New Rochelle, who was charged with 
the following:

CHARGES: 
Penal Law 265.03 – Criminal Possession of 

a Weapon 2nd degree - C Felony
Penal Law 190.25 – Criminal Impersonation 

2nd degree – A misdemeanor
Penal Law 170.25 – Possession of a Forged 

Instrument 2nd degree – D Felony
Penal Law 155.35 – Grand Larceny 3rd De-

gree – D Felony
Mr. Gracey also had two outstanding war-

rants; one from the City of Rye and one from 
Nassau County.  He was held without bail await-
ing arraignment.

HIT AND RUN ACCIDENT – 
SERIOUS PHYSICAL INJURY

On January 5th, 2022, at about 3:48am, New 
Rochelle Police responded to 270 Main Street 
on a report of a hit and run accident involving 
a pedestrian.  The pedestrian was found to have 
what appeared to be serious injuries and was 
transported to a nearby hospital.  New Rochelle 
Police Accident Investigators were called to the 
scene to conduct a full investigation.  

Investigators developed leads and were 
able to locate the vehicle and driver, who was 
subsequently arrested and charged with Ag-
gravated Driving While Intoxicated, Vehicular 
Assault 1st Degree and Leaving the Scene of a 
Serious Physical Injury Accident.

Arrested:  
Fidel Zacarias, 36 years of age, of Harrison.

Charges: 
Aggravated Driving While Intoxicated – Ve-

hicle and Traffic Law 1192.2a – Misdemeanor
Vehicular Assault 1st Degree – Penal Law 

120.04 – D Felony
Leaving the Scene of a Serious Physical In-

jury Accident - Vehicle and Traffic Law 600.02 
– E Felony

Victim: A 22-year-old male New Rochelle 
Resident - in critical condition.  His name is be-
ing withheld for privacy reasons.  His family has 
been notified.

SHOOTING ARREST
On January 7th, 2022 at about 7:45pm, New 

Rochelle Police responded to a residential apart-
ment building on a report of a domestic dispute 
with one party trying to enter an apartment by 
shooting through the door. Upon arrival police 
located the fleeing suspect and a brief pursuit 
ensued with the suspect ultimately evading po-
lice. The victim, a 24-year-old female New Ro-
chelle resident, was not injured. 

New Rochelle Detectives, working with 
Law Enforcement Partners at the Westchester 
County District Attorney’s Office, the West-
chester County Police Real Time Crime Center, 
the FBI Safe Streets Task Force and the United 
States Marshalls Service New York/New Jersey 
Regional Fugitive Task Force, were able to locate 
and apprehend the suspect without incident at 
his Queens, NY residence on January 11, 2022.

Arrested:  
Muhammed Gumaneh, 27 years of age, of 

Queens NY.
Charges: 
Penal Law 120.10 Attempted Assault 1st De-

gree
Penal Law 140.03 Attempted Burglary 1st 

Degree
Penal Law 120.25 Reckless Endangerment 

1st Degree
Penal Law 265.03 Criminal Possession of a 

Weapon 2nd degree

Rochelle community. I offer my condolences to 
the family and friends who are suffering the pain 
and shock of losing a loved one far too soon. My 
sympathies also go to all in our New Rochelle 
family who have known and shared in the life of 
this youth.

Violence has once again shaken our com-
munity, and perhaps reopened old wounds. An 
observation shared at our school board meet-
ing last night was that this incident has cost two 
young lives, although in very different ways. 
We are also reminded of how interwoven our 
community is and commit to strengthening our 
safety net to catch those needing interventions 
to prevent such tragedies from happening in the 
first place. We have so much work to do. 

As a school district, we are mobilizing our 
crisis and support teams to assist those who 
may struggle in trying to cope with the burden 
of this loss. And, even as we deploy our resourc-
es to help with grieving and healing, we see how 
we will redouble our efforts to identify those 
at risk and connect them with the services and 
supports that can set them on a path to success. 
This must be a community effort and we will 
come together with our partners to create what 
we must. We are privileged to academically, so-
cially, and emotionally educate and develop the 
children of New Rochelle.

This moment is a time of reflection, for us 
to lean on each other, and to collaborate in mak-
ing positive change for our community. 

Homicide of 17 Year Old Leads to Juvenile Arrest
continued from page 3

chelle values being ‘Ideally Yours’ and on behalf 
of the Committee, I want to thank the HRC for 
this recognition that highlights New Rochelle as 
welcoming of the LGBTQ community.”

LGBTQ Community Liaison Sam Gomez 
has been instrumental in creating a number of 
Pride events for New Rochelle in 2021, including 
a Pride Month flag-raising and Pride Day; co-
ordinating with local events like National Night 
Out and the Thanksgiving Parade; and forming 
a partnership with New Rochelle’s Sister City La 
Rochelle, France. “Our committee is thrilled to 
receive this rating for the second year in a row 
- it is a true reflection of who we are,” he said.

The MEI rated 506 cities including the 50 
state capitals, the 200 largest cities in the U.S., 

the five largest cities or municipalities in each 
state, the cities home to the state’s two larg-
est public universities, 75 municipalities that 
have high proportions of same-sex couples and 
98 cities selected by HRC and Equality Federa-
tion state group members and supporters. It 
assesses each city on 49 criteria covering city-
wide non-discrimination protections, policies 
for municipal employees, city services, law en-
forcement and the city’s leadership on LGBTQ 
equality.

The full MEI report can be reviewed online 
at www.hrc.org/mei. To find the latest news 
and to learn more about upcoming events visit 
www.NewRochelleNY.com/LGBTQ.

City of New Rochelle Achieves Maximum Municipal Equality 
Index Score
continued from page 1
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Be sure to email your upcoming virtual 
or live events to:

shorelineproduction@gmail.com

Virtual and “Live” 
Calendar of Events

What's Happening at the New Rochelle Public Library
New Rochelle Public Library, 1 Library Plaza 

Teen Arts and Crafts
Wednesdays, February 2,9, 16 and 23 at 3:00 pm
Each week, drop in for a different arts & crafts project. 3D Printed Tiger Night Light (2/2); 
Yarn Wrapped Heart (2/9); How to Draw Chibi Manga Characters (2/16); African Fabric 
Covered Notebook (2/23).Teen Room. Drop-in; No advance registration required

Civics Class for Citizenship Test
Thursdays, February 3, 10 and 17 at 6:00 pm
Learn the process to become a citizen and prepare for the naturalization interview and 
test. Led by experienced instructor, Sonica Dixon. Virtual. Registration required for each 
session at 
bit.ly/NRPLCalendar. Find the date on the calendar, double click and proceed with regis-
tration, or call 914-813-3703.

Create Your Own Flyers and Postcards
Thursday, February 3 from 1:00 - 2:30 pm
Learn how to design, create and print your own flyers using Microsoft Publisher. An un-
derstanding of Windows and keyboard and mouse use is required. Bring your own jpeg 
logos to use in your design.
Computer Lab. Registration required. Call 914-813-3737 or stop by the Reference Desk on 
the 2nd floor.

Yoga and Meditative Arts Workshop
Thursday, February 3 from 6:00 - 7:30 pm
Join the library for a 45-minute Gentle Yoga class with Breathing (Pranayama) and Move-
ment (Asana) followed by a 45-minute Artistic Meditation (Pratyahra) with specific creative 
exercises including writing prompts, vision collage and mandala coloring. Appropriate 
for teens aged 16+ through adults of any age. Ossie Davis Theater/Meeting Room. Free. 
Space is limited. Registration is requested at bit.ly/NRPLCalendar, (find the event on the 
calendar, double click and proceed with registration), or via email communityrelations@
nrpl.org, or phone 914-813-3706

Crochet Your Own Scarf
Friday, February 4 from 1:00 - 3:00 pm
Create a beautiful, hand-crocheted scarf in just one session. Make a lovely Valentine's 
gift for someone special, including yourself!  No experience necessary; we will teach you 
everything you need to know and supply all materials. Lobby Meeting Room. Registration 
requested (not required) at bit.ly/Scarf0222, or via email communityrelations@nrpl.org, or 
phone 914-813-3706

Film Screening and Discussion: Scott Joplin
Saturday, February 5 at 1:00 pm
NRPL celebrates Black History Month with a screening of SCOTT JOPLIN (1977), starring 
Billy Dee Williams as the legendary composer and pianist who popularized the uniquely 
American music art form known as ragtime during the late 19th and early 20th centuries. 
Also starring Art Carney, Margaret Avery, Clifton Davis, and musicians Eubie Blake and Taj 
Mahal.  96 minutes. Following the screening, join in a discussion about the film with NRPL 
librarian and film historian Chris Poggiali
Ossie Davis Theater. Registration requested (not required)  bit.ly/NRPLFilmScottJoplin, or 
via email communityrelations@nrpl.org, or phone 914-813-3706

Chair Yoga
Mondays, February 7, 14, 28, 12:30 - 1:30 pm
Wednesdays, February 2, 9, 16, 1:15 - 2:00 pm
Conquer stress and fatigue, return to work with renewed energy and focus, with a gentle 
yet invigorating 45-minute session of chair yoga with Nora LeMorin. No need to change 
clothing or lie on a mat. Free. Social distancing will be observed. Masks are required. 
Space is limited; first come-first-served. Meeting Room. Drop in. No registration required. 
Space is limited; first come-first-served.
Social distancing will be observed. Masks are required.
Lecture: Cornelius Vanderbilt: The First Tycoon
Wednesday, February 9 at 7:00 pm
Cornelius Vanderbilt began operating his own ferry in NY Harbor at the age of 16.  He 
would work from dawn until dark.  His tiny business would grow into a massive steamship 
company, and Vanderbilt would undercut his competitors by pricing his services so low 
that he would drive them out of business.  Eventually  he built a railroad empire from New 
York to Chicago and the First Grand Central Station at 42nd St. Lecturer Rick Feingold 
teaches American Business History at Bergen Community College. Virtual. Free. Registra-
tion required at bit.ly/VanderbiltNR_0222

The Wayne Henderson Sextet
Saturday, February 12 at 2:00 pm
The Wayne Henderson Sextet brings together some of the tri-states' most accomplished 
and talented independent musicians on piano, bass and brass. The result is an exciting 
and entertaining mix of jazz genres including swing, straight ahead, classic ballads and big 
band sounds that is not to be missed!
Ossie Davis Theater. Free. Registration requested (not required) via email communityrela-
tions@nrpl.org, or phone 914-813-3706

Job Search Help for Teens
Tuesday, February 22 from 2:30 - 4:00 pm
Searching for a job and don’t know where to start? New Rochelle Public library’s experi-
enced Job Readiness Coach, Rebecca Mazin, will help you prepare for a job search, give 
guidance and assistance with resumes, cover letters, job search direction, and interview 
practice. 3rd Floor Classroom
Registration required at bit.ly/NRPLCalendar, (find the event on the calendar, double click 
and proceed with registration.)

ZOOM Basics: How to Use Zoom for Online Meetings
Thursday, February 24 from 6:00 - 8:00 pm
Learn how to use the Zoom platform to navigate your way through online meetings and 
webinars. Prerequisite: Internet Basics or previous internet experience. Computer Lab. 
Registration required. Call 914-813-3737 or stop by the Reference Desk on the 2nd  floor.

How to Scan Documents and Upload Photos
Friday, February 25 from 10:00 am -12:00 pm
Learn how to scan photos or images, change resolution and size of photos, to select a 
file format, and save images to a disk. An understanding of Windows and keyboard and 
mouse use is required.
Meeting Room. Registration required. Call 914-813-3737 or stop by the Reference Desk on 
the 2nd floor.
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Gay
Rosen

As real as 
real estate gets.

1946 Palmer Avenue
Larchmont, NY 10538

M 914.907.2645
Gay.Rosen@juliabfee.com
Gayrosen.com

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated.   

Associate Real Estate Broker
abr, cbr, cdpe, crs, green, gri, sres

Ranked Among the Top 1.5% of 1.4 Million Real
Estate Professionals/Individual by Sales
Volume in New York 2021 by Real Trends

Ranked in the top 169 Agents 2021 
by Westchester Magazine

Top Five Star Agent 2021 for Exceptional Service 
12th consecutive year by Westchester Magazine

Girl in Transit: 
As Luxe Would 
Have It
The Delmar West Hartford, 
Connecticut’s Award-winning Hotel
By Barbara Barton Sloane

Bet you didn’t know: West Hartford, 
Connecticut has been named by Travel & 
Leisure Magazine to be one of “America’s 
coolest suburbs.” Located midway between 
Boston and New York City, this destination 
is easily reached for a quick weekend get-
away – and the perfect vantage point from 
which to explore the Capital Region and all 
that it has to offer:  the spectacular Dela-
mar West Hartford Hotel.

A destination unto itself, the hotel has 
much to offer from, it’s aesthetically in-
spired interior space to a full-service spa 
offering treatments with a focus on well-
ness.  Artisan, the hotel’s highly-acclaimed 
farm-fresh restaurant, offers exquisite 
New England-inspired cuisine with a Eu-
ropean f lair, and Executive Chef  Frederic 
Kieffer keeps his own on-site garden where 
he grows a variety of produce used in his 
seasonal menus.

Upon check-in, a welcoming a glass of 
bubbly. The marble lobby is impressive, a 
veritable feast for the eyes with an elegant 
spiral staircase, extraordinary artwork, 
a quirky  Fortune Cookie Bench made of 
quarters, funky cowhide chairs, and a 1931 
art deco, glass-and-chrome Bluthner grand 
piano. Altogether, the atmosphere imparts 
a sense of comfort and well-being; you 
know you’re in for a serene and very spe-
cial experience. The hotel’s 114 guest rooms 
and suites, several with terraces, mix clas-
sical with a contemporary vibe.  The colors 
are soothing, the bedding sumptuous, and 
the Bulgari bath products lend a nice, luxe 
touch. 

Offering proximity to everything that 
Connecticut’s Capital Region has to offer, 
this property makes it easy to enjoy cul-

turally-rich attractions and fun activities 
galore.  There’s nearby golf and skiing, live 
theatrical and musical performance ven-
ues – and a legion of museums that are a 
testament to New England’s history; among 
them, the Harriet Beecher Stowe House, 
the New Britain Museum of American Art, 
the Mark Twin House and The Children’s 
Museum.

Delamar has a plethora of elegant 
spaces for weddings, cocktail receptions, 
and other large-scale social events. The 
Mystic Ballroom offers f loor to ceiling win-
dows and access to a lushly landscaped 
lawn highlighted by a large outdoor fire-
place.  All catering is provided by Artisan 
Restaurant and menus can be customized 
for dietary and religious restrictions. The 
hotel features over 5,000 square feet of 
meeting space, ideal for corporate meet-
ings and retreats.

Founder and owner of the Delamar, 
Charles Mallory’s passion for historic pres-
ervation, art and design has set the stage 
for a guest experience unlike any other. 
This property’s signature aesthetic raises 
hospitality to an art form – a virtual haven 
with something to offer everyone.  A fine 
time to dispel some of those dreary winter 
doldrums and laze in the lap of luxury for 
a few days, the Delamar New Haven awaits!

If You Go: Delamar New Haven, delamar.
com

Barbara Barton Sloane is a Pelham-based 
Travel Editor/Columnist who writes for a 
number of both national and international 
publications. She delights in sharing her 
global travel experiences with our readers.

The Delmar West Hartford Lobby. Photo courtesy of Delamar West Hartford Hotel

Celebrating 20 Years in Business!

1895 Palmer Avenue, Larchmont NY 10538

(914) 834-9888

Live Entertainment & Belly Dancers!
Call for Schedule

Dine in  •  Catering Available  •  Delivery Within 5 Miles
TurqGourmet1895@gmail.com

Order Online 
turquoiseny.com

Hours: Mon - Sat, Noon to 11 pm & Sun 5 - 9 pm
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When it comes to knowing about your heart health, making a big difference shouldn’t take a huge effort. That’s why 
White Plains Hospital created a three-minute quiz that can help you determine your risk factors and lead you to the right doctors for
 your treatment.

Because knowing is exceptional, every day.

Visit exceptionaleveryday.org/heartdisease or scan the 
QR code with your phone to take the quiz.

IN THE   
3 MINUTES  IT 
TAKES TO MAKE 
YOUR COFFEE, 
YOU  COULD 
CHECK  YOUR 
HEART HEALTH
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elliman.com

83 KATONAH AVENUE, KATONAH, NY 10536. 914.232.3700. ©2022 DOUGLAS ELLIMAN REAL ESTATE. ALL MATERIAL PRESENTED HEREIN IS INTENDED FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY. WHILE, THIS INFORMATION IS BELIEVED TO BE CORRECT, IT IS REPRESENTED SUBJECT TO ERRORS, OMISSIONS, CHANGES OR WITHDRAWAL WITHOUT NOTICE. 
ALL PROPERT Y INFORMATI ON, INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO SQUARE FOOTAGE, ROOM COUNT, NUMBER OF BEDROOMS AND THE SCHOOL DISTRICT IN PROPERTY LISTINGS SHOULD BE VERIFIED BY YOUR OWN ATTORNEY, ARCHITECT OR ZONING EXPERT. EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY.    *SOURCE: HGAR MLS, 2016-2021 FOR TOTAL DOLLAR 
VOLUME AND NUMBER OF TRANSACTIONS.

Glorianne Mattesi 
Licensed Associate Real Estate Broker
M 914.393.6990 
Glorianne.Mattesi@elliman.com

No One Comes Close
for Both Total Sales 
and Transactions 
  

Glorianne does it again, ranking #1 in New Rochelle for 6 Years Running* for both total 
home sales and number of transactions. With over $148 Million in home sales since 2016, 
Glorianne’s deep experience, courtesy staging service, keen pricing and customized  
marketing have helped countless clients make their move. When it’s time to sell your 
home, find out why more New Rochelle homeowners choose Glorianne.  Call today.

The Undisputed
#1 Agent in
New Rochelle.
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School System Announces Three 
Administrative Changes

The City School District of New Rochelle 
Board of Education has approved the promo-
tions of two school district staff members and 
the appointment of a new staff member.

Barnard Early Childhood Center Principal 
Dr. Nicolas Cracco has been named Executive 
Director for Educational Leadership and Early 
Learning, replacing Carlos X. Leal, who has been 
promoted to Assistant to the Superintendent/
Chief of Staff. Both transitions to the new roles 
will be complete by January 31.

“Carlos and Nick have demonstrated cre-
ativity, dedication, and excellence in their re-
spective positions overseeing our students’ 
education,” said Superintendent Jonathan Ray-
mond. “I look forward to their continued service 
with the school district as we move ahead in de-
veloping a strategic plan to elevate our schools 
and our students to the next level.”

As Chief of Staff, Leal will assist the super-
intendent with strategic and tactical initiatives, 
will oversee special projects and programs, and 
will help to facilitate and coordinate staff ac-

tivities. He will serve as a key contact for school 
district stakeholders and constituents.

In his position with the Curriculum and In-
struction team, Cracco will work with the school 
district’s principals to design and implement an ef-
fective Kindergarten through 12 curriculum and ad-
vance the district’s efforts to attain student achieve-
ment goals. He also will oversee the district’s early 
learning program, including Pre-Kindergarten.

A search is underway for a new Barnard 
principal.

In addition, on Monday, January 24, the 
school district enthusiastically welcomes James 
Alexander Anderson, who has been appointed as 
the Director of Assessment, Accountability, and 
Research. He brings vast experience in the field, 
most recently from a similar role in the Yon-
kers School District. Anderson will leverage that 
knowledge as he leads an initiative to develop 
a comprehensive data system, including a data 
warehouse, which will be used to inform teach-
ing and learning across the City School District 
of New Rochelle. 

 Dr. Nicolas Cracco                 Carlos X. Leal                          James Alexander Anderson

Superintendent’s Town Hall Focuses on 
Community Unity, Supporting Student 
Achievement, and COVID Safety

Superintendent Jonathan 
Raymond recently hosted his 
third monthly Town Hall, the 
latest stop in his ongoing Lis-
tening and Learning Tour to 
interact with and enhance 
communication with the 
community.

The majority of the fo-
rum, at the New Rochelle 
Public Library and viewable 
via Zoom, focused discus-
sion on; “What Divides Us 
and What Unites Us.” Board 
of Education President Julia 
Muggia Ochs moderated the 
event, which included about 
two dozen questions.

Raymond opened the 
Town Hall with an update on 
City School District of New 
Rochelle COVID-19 safety 
measures. He provided an 
overview on the most recent 
advancements to the PCR 
Saliva-Testing Program, the 
Test-to-Stay Program, and 
Contact Tracing protocols. Raymond reiterated 
that the health and safety of students, faculty 
members, and staff are school district’s top pri-
ority. Read more on the latest COVID-19 safety 
measures below in this Newsletter.

Highlights of the “What Divides Us and 
What Unites Us” discussion:

COVID-19
• Raymond reaffirmed the school district’s 

commitment to health and wellness for stu-
dents, faculty, and staff. He explained that the 
school district proactively strategizes how to 
most effectively and efficiently respond to the 
unprecedented, ever-evolving circumstances 
of the pandemic. This includes strong COVID 
mitigation strategies to protect and continue 
in-person learning, an essential factor in stu-
dents’ success.

• Raymond noted that the pandemic has di-
vided some segments of the community, 
and said the school district is focusing on 
students’ achievement academically, social-
ly, and emotionally. “The pandemic has im-
pacted children in multiple ways and there is 
much work to do.”

• Raymond also noted that the school district’s 
immediate and long-term commitment is to 
address student and staff wellness and un-
finished learning caused by the disruption of 
in-person education.

Budget and Strategic Planning
• The school district is embarking on a stra-

tegic planning process to identify goals and 
strategies on how to innovatively advance 
student achievement and development over 
the next five years.

• Raymond said the 2022-2023 school year’s 

budget-planning process is underway. Ray-
mond said the budget and strategic-planning 
processes are “running parallel” to one an-
other this year and will link in future years to 
ensure budget resources support the school 
district’s top priorities. These include safe, 
supportive, and academically challenging 
schools preparing students for college and 
career, engaging families and communities, 
and improving operations of the school dis-
trict, specifically recruiting, hiring, training, 
and retaining staff.

• There will be public presentations that 
outline the proposed budget in upcoming 
months. Voters will consider the budget in 
May.

Transparency and Trust
• As part of his Listening and Learning Tour, 

Raymond has devoted significant time to 
getting to know the community. This in-
cludes school visits every week, meeting 
with students, parents, and community or-
ganizations, and nurturing new and existing 
relationships with partner organizations.

Partnering with the City of New Rochelle
• The school district is continuing to work 

with and strengthen its relationship with the 
City. Raymond told attendees he meets with 
the city manager every month and consults 
with Mayor Noam Bramson and City Coun-
cil members on issues facing the city and 
school district.

The next Superintendent’s Town Hall is 
scheduled for Wednesday, Feb. 16 at 7 p.m. at 
the New Rochelle Public Library and via Zoom.

Superintendent Jonathan Raymond

Barnard’s 'Snowy Day' Adventures 
Emulate Book

A school assign-
ment to play in the 
snow? For Judy Badillo’s 
kindergarten class at the 
Barnard Early Childhood 
Center, such frolicking 
was the basis for a bigger 
lesson and experience, 
including the creation of 
a book.

Last month's Friday 
snow, which came while 
New Rochelle students 
were learning virtually, 
set the stage. Badillo said 
parents and students 
had a blast taking pictures making snowballs, snowmen, and snow angels outside their homes, emu-
lating the adventures of the main character, Jack, in the classic children’s book “The Snowy Day” by 
Ezra Jack Keats.

Badillo then compiled the photos into Barnard’s version of “The Snowy Day.” She placed the 
photos into an online “read aloud” lesson on Google slides, and the result is page after page of fun. 
Click here to see students’ adventures – and what Principal Dr. Nicolas Cracco called a “wonderful 
book.”
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Teen Anxiety: Student Study Seeks 
Insights

The students in New Rochelle High School’s Science Research 
Program explore a dazzling range of topics under the mentorship of 
experts from some of the top institutions of learning and explora-
tion. Students’ projects will regularly be featured in this Newsletter.

Student: Lila Ferrucci, junior
Mentor: Dr. Katherine Durham, clinical psychologist, Columbia 
University

One day, while experiencing a bout of anxiety, New Rochelle 
High School student Lila Ferrucci agreed to do meditation with her 
mother to achieve calmness.

“I saw how the meditation helped me feel less anxious, and de-
cided I wanted to study how this might affect teenagers in a clinical 
setting,” said Ferrucci.  had been interested in science and experi-
ments since elementary school, which drew her to the Science Re-
search Program. For her project, Ferrucci investigated the effects 
of a one-minute mindfulness video on present-moment anxiety in 
teenagers.

The subjects in the study (ranging from 13 to 18 years old) were asked to fill out two psycho-
logical questionnaires that examined overall anxiety and in-the-moment anxiety, and then watch a 
short mindfulness video. They then were asked to fill out a second psychological questionnaire to 
determine if their in-the-moment anxiety had been affected by the video.

“My results showed that no matter the level of overall anxiety, the brief mindfulness video was 
able to affect in-the-moment anxiety,” Ferrucci said.

The study was a positive experience for Ferrucci, who felt it provided skills to “create great 
presentations and the confidence to present” them. She believes the experience will continue to 
influence her after high school.

“In this course, I have had an introduction to psychology, which has influenced what I would 
like to study in college,” she said. “I now would like to be a psychologist, and this program has in-
spired me to do so.”

Lila Ferrucci

My Salon Suite to Open First 
New Rochelle Location at Simone 
Development’s 80 Nardozzi Place

Simone Development Companies has 
announced My Salon Suite has signed a 
7,345-square-foot lease at the firm's property 
located at 80 Nardozzi Place in New Rochelle. 
Katelin Vanvoorhis and David Scotto of RM 
Friedland LLC, represented ownership in the 
lease negotiations, while My Salon Suite was 
repped by Thomas R. Zuber with Fairfield Retail 
Partners LLC.

With a franchise spanning over 5,000 mem-
bers in over 200 locations in the U.S., My Salon 
Suite’s latest location is poised to continue ex-
panding on their brand and their goal to revolu-
tionize the salon industry. "My Salon Suite was 
attracted to 80 Nardozzi Place due to its con-
venient location, plentiful parking and design 
details including remarkable 25' clear ceiling 
heights and signage along I-95. We are excited 
to welcome My Salon Suite to this space in New 
Rochelle," said Joanna Simone, Principal & Vice 
President of Leasing for Simone Development.

Simone Development's 80 Nardozzi Place 
is a modern commercial property with 44,0000 
square feet of retail space. The property, which 
underwent a complete façade renovation in 
2020 and offers great highway visibility, fea-
tures ample on-site parking in an ideal location 
off I-95 and Main Street in New Rochelle. There 

is currently 16,500 square feet of prime retail 
space available for lease at the property accord-
ing to Mr. Scotto of RM Friedland LLC, exclusive 
leasing agent for 80 Nardozzi.

My Salon Suite joins Ashley Furniture Home 
Store at 80 Nardozzi and LA Fitness and Cost 
Depot Wine & Liquor at nearby 70 Nardozzi, a 
70,000 square-foot free-standing property de-
veloped by Simone Development and G&S In-
vestors in 2021. The property is also adjacent 
to several popular retailers including Costco, 
Home Depot, CVS, Bank of America, and Land 
Rover & Jaguar.

For more information on My Salon Suite 
visit https://www.mysalonsuite.com/.

Simone Development Companies is a full-
service real estate investment company spe-
cializing in the acquisition and development of 
healthcare, office, retail, industrial and residen-
tial properties in the New York tri-state area. 
Headquartered in the Bronx, the privately held 
company owns and manages more than 7 mil-
lion square feet of property in the Bronx, West-
chester County, Queens, Long Island, New Jer-
sey and Connecticut. The company’s portfolio 
includes more than 100 properties and ranges 
from multi-building office parks to retail and in-
dustrial space.

Interest in Electronics Sparks Pathway 
to Power Efficiency

The students in New Rochelle High 
School’s Science Research Program ex-
plore a dazzling range of topics under the 
mentorship of experts from some of the 
top institutions of learning and explora-
tion. Students’ projects will regularly be 
featured in this Newsletter.

Student: Anthony D’Amato, junior
Mentor: Sendyne Corp. CEO John Milios

Anthony D’Amato always has been interested in 
electronics. His interest in electronic power systems 
(specifically lithium-ion batteries) led him to develop 
a project for New Rochelle High School’s Science 
Research program involving these batteries and cur-
rent measurement systems.

The goal of the project was to quantify factors 
that could cause interference in electric current 
measurements, especially with direct current (DC) 
measurements.

“DC current measurements are crucial in many 
applications we interact with in our daily lives, such 
as data centers and electric vehicles,” D’Amato ex-
plained. “DC current measurements are often inac-
curate, which means many devices we rely on daily 
cannot operate at their full potential.”

With his project, D’Amato wanted to track fac-
tors that could result in decreased measurement 
accuracy so they could be corrected in future mea-
surements, ensuring more efficient operation of DC 

devices.
To do this, D’Amato focused on 

“shunts,” a type of DC measuring device. 
He aimed to quantify the Seebeck Effect, 
which causes a voltage difference across 
conductors when a temperature differ-
ence is present in a shunt, a device that 
creates paths for electric currents to fol-
low.

D’Amato built a module that would 
heat one side of the shunt while dis-

sipating heat from the other side. The goal was to 
simulate operating conditions of shunts with regard 
to their temperatures. The experiments achieved 
temperature differences of 5, 10, 20 degrees Celsius 
across the shunt. He measured the corresponding 
thermoelectric voltage for each temperature differ-
ential, and then converted the value of that voltage 
to a Seebeck coefficient, a way of representing the 
Seebeck Effect.

Based on the results of 12 tests, D’Amato cre-
ated a graph that can predict Seebeck coefficients at 
any temperature differential across the shunt.

D’Amato views his experience as being quite 
influential for his future.

“Having the experience of working in a lab set-
ting in a field that I’m passionate about will have an 
amazing impact on my future,” he said. “I learned a 
lot during the experience and I see myself utilizing 
that knowledge throughout university and my fu-
ture career.”

Visit 
newrochellereview.com 

today!!
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Table Hopping with Morris Gut
Valentine’s Day: A Time for Romance

Valentine’s Day is Monday, Feb. 14th. Res-
taurants and nightspots throughout Westches-
ter are gearing up to serve some of their most 
delicious specialties. Take out is a fine option, 
too. Here is an eclectic round-up of delectable 
dishes and dining venues for you and your loved 
one and don’t forget to reserve early.

Casual Cool at The 808 Bistro, Scarsdale
This eclectic Italian and American eatery 

on Scarsdale Ave. glows nightly in a rainbow of 
alternating colors. Glistening ceramic and met-
al tiles highlight the 50-seat dining room and 
ceiling. There are modern artworks and light-
ing, silver metal chairs softened by stressed 
leather seats for comfort. It’s a Manhattan vibe 
and it’s all kept properly casual. Chef/owner 
Sal Cucullo Jr. is a C.I.A. graduate who practi-
cally grew up in restaurants. He knows how to 
cook Italian, but for as long as I have known him 
his creativity has never been bound by culinary 
borders. He can knock out a delicious version of 
Grandma’s Gnocchi in a basil-pomodoro sauce 
one moment, and in another prepare a deca-
dent Baked Macaroni and Cheese with chunks 
of lobster and shrimp, infused with truffle oil, 
that will propel you to foodie heaven. The 808 
Bistro, 808 Scarsdale Ave., Scarsdale. 914-722-
0808 www.the808bistro.com 

Salsa Party at Minis Latin Fusion, New Rochelle
Nicole Pirraglia-Piparo of City Island 

opened Minis Latin Fusion, a charming eatery 

serving colorful, flavorful Latin/Caribbean spe-
cialties such as fresh made traditional Sancocho 
Stew, ‘Picaderas’ such as Cuban Spring Rolls, 
and Shrimp Tostones. ‘Plato’s Fuertes’ include 
Pernil, Mofongo, Ropa Vieja, and Churrasco 
with rice & beans. New Haitian dishes via Chef 
Evens Auguste include Conch, and Tassot de 
Cabrit, fried goat. Minis is open for lunch, din-
ner, and Sunday brunch Tuesday - Sunday. Take 
out. Free parking. Minis Latin Fusion, 237 Main 
Street, New Rochelle. 914-355-5609  www.min-
islatinfusion.com 

Romeo & Juliet at Magno’s Grill
It’s a special Surf & Turf for Valentine’s: Filet 

Mignon with portobello, Port wine sauce & Lob-
ster Tail stuffed with crabmeat, shrimp, scallops 
in scampi sauce. This talented group also serves 
Jurassic Tomahawk Steaks, and a fine version of 
Parrillada, hearty mixed grill with chimichurri 
sauce. Chef/owner Angelo Magno, opened his 
60-seat spot featuring fine versions of Italian 
and Argentinean classics. Look for such house 
specialties as: fresh Empanadas, Chicken or Veal 
Parmigiana, hearty Paella, and hefty Pork Osso 
Buco.  Cocktail bar. Open daily for lunch and 
dinner. Municipal parking nearby. Reservations 
accepted. Magno’s Grill, 108 Centre Ave., New 
Rochelle. 914-235-0008 www.magnosgrill.com  

(Morris Gut has been tracking and writ-
ing about the food and dining scene in greater 
Westchester for 30 years. 914-235-6591. E-mail: 
gutreactions@optonline.net) 

Planning for Family Members with 
Special Needs

BY: BERNARD A. KROOKS, 
CERTIFIED ELDER LAW ATTORNEY 

Estate planning is very important.  If done 
properly, you can make things easier for yourself 
and your loved ones. Without proper planning, 
there is the potential for unnecessary court in-
volvement, increased legal fees, higher taxes, and 
other complications.  If you are the parent of a child 
with a disability, the stakes go up exponentially. It 
is critical that your own estate plan addresses a 
number of issues that could arise as a result of your 
child’s disability. For example: (1) Does your child 
have the capacity to manage any inheritance you 
might leave him? (2) What effect, if any, will the re-
ceipt of the inheritance have on any government 
benefits, such as Social Security or medical cover-
age, the child is receiving or is expected to receive 
in the future? and (3) Who will replace you? We 
know that no one can truly replace a parent; how-
ever, we still must have a plan in place to ensure 
that everything you do for your child continues to 
get done when you are no longer here. Figuring out 
this piece of the puzzle could be the most impor-
tant thing for you to do! 

One crucial step in helping you accomplish 
your objective of providing the best quality of life 
for your child in the most financially secure way is 
the establishment of a trust. While we have often 
stressed the importance of utilizing trusts in your 
estate plan, they have particular value when you 
have a child with a disability. If you leave your prop-
erty to the trustee of a trust instead of leaving the 
property outright to your child with disabilities, the 
trustee can manage and invest the trust assets for 
the benefit of your child.  If a professional trustee is 
chosen, then the funds will be professionally man-
aged and invested, and the trustee will take care of 
all tax filings and accountings. The trustee should 
also make sure that all proper expenditures of trust 
assets are made for the benefit of your child at the 
appropriate time. Selection of the proper trustee 
is critical to ensure that your estate plan is carried 
out the way you envisioned it.  Another benefit of 

a trust is that, if drafted properly, the assets owned 
by the trust will not disqualify your child from any 
government benefits he receives or might receive 
in the future. 

One of the many benefits of trusts is that they 
can be specifically tailored to meet the individual 
needs of your child. Other times, it makes sense to 
give the trustee broad discretion to do what is best 
for your child in terms of when and what types of 
distributions may be made. Importantly, the trust 
must be drafted as a “special needs trust.”  This will 
help ensure that your child will have access to gov-
ernment benefits and the trustee will also be able 
to pay for things that will improve the quality of life 
of your child that are not provided by the govern-
ment programs. 

Every special needs trust will be different 
since each child and his situation is different. To the 
extent possible, your child may be engaged in the 
decision-making, and a good trustee will encour-
age that. In fact, the trust can even provide that 
the trustee can make an annual contribution (cur-
rently limited to $16,000) to an ABLE account for 
the beneficiary — giving even more autonomy and 
direct benefit to your child with a disability. ABLE 
accounts are not subject to income tax and do not 
adversely affect the beneficiary’s access to govern-
ment benefits. 

It is critical that you work with an experienced 
attorney who is knowledgeable in special needs 
trusts and special needs planning.  While there are 
many lawyers who do this type of work, many of 
the best-known and most experienced belong to 
the Special Needs Alliance (www.specialneedsal-
liance.org), an invitation-only group of lawyers who 
have met the rigorous requirements in order to be-
come members. They are far from the only choice, 
but they are often a good place to start.

Bernard A. Krooks, Esq., is a founding partner 
of Littman Krooks LLP. He was named 2021 “Lawyer 
of the Year” by Best Lawyers in America® for excel-
lence in Elder Law and has been honored as one of 
the “Best Lawyers” in America since 2008. 914-684-
2100, www.elderlawnewyork.com.

Unique Dance Workshops at New Ro “Y”
A unique and affordable dance instruction 

program for youths and adults will soon pre-
miere in lower Westchester, thanks to a new 
partnership between Accent Dance NYC and the 
New Rochelle YMCA.

Openings are now available for the weekly 
sessions, for youths and adults. For information 
and to register, call the Y at 914.632.1818.

Sessions for adults on Mondays offer 
something for everyone - whether you’re feeling 
introspective or ready to party.

The Mindful Movement sessions (12-12:45 
pm) will focus on how yoga and modern dance 
practices can enhance the wellness of mind and 
body. The Latin Social Dances workshops (1-1:45 
pm) will explore the whirling rhythms of salsa 
and Argentine tango.

Tuesdays are for young people. They can 
learn new moves in the Hip Hop workshop (6-
6:45 p.m.) or design and perform their own cre-
ative dance works in Choreography (4-4:45 pm).

Sessions will be led by experienced educa-
tors from Accent Dance NYC, a nonprofit orga-
nization dedicated to advancing arts education 
in Westchester and New York City schools and 
communities. Since its founding in 2018, Accent 
Dance NYC’s programs have reached more than 
4,000 school-age children.

The New Rochelle YMCA is located at 50 
Weyman Avenue. The Teen Hip Hop class is free 
for YMCA members; fee for guests of members 
is $15 per class. The Youth Choreography class 

is offered free of charge for students who enroll 
in the YMCA after-school program (daily, weekly 
and monthly rates available). For adult classes, 
call the Y at 914.632.1818 for pricing and eligibil-
ity information.

A MILLION MOVES: Accent Dance NYC artist Ste-
ven Vilsaint demonstrates the power and creative 
freedom of hip hop that teens can learn at the New 
Rochelle YMCA. (Image courtesy Jaqlin Medlock 
Photography)

Columbus Kindergartners Research 
Animal Behavior

Kindergarteners who are animal re-
searchers? At Columbus Elementary School 
– yes!

As school buildings reopened this 
week, Superintendent Jonathan Raymond’s 
ongoing Listening and Learning Tour took 
him to Columbus. That’s where he encoun-
tered the findings of Columbus’ young re-
searchers, gracing a bulletin board display 
(shown in photo, next to Principal Michael 
Galland).

The “How Do Animals Prepare for the 
Winter?” presentation is among the prod-
ucts of the “information unit,” which is an 
information books reading and writing unit. 
The spelling, in some cases, is invented, an important strategy to help students develop their skills 
and a way for students to teach others.

While at Columbus, Raymond also greeted several classes, watched aspiring builders play with 
blocks, and saw a spirited Nok-Hockey game and other activities during indoor recess.
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7 newspapers over 100,000 readers -- 1 price, prepaid $110.00 for 4 lines. 
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ANTIQUES  •  ART  •  COLLECTIBLES
Most cash paid for paintings, antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewelry, books, cameras, 
records, instruments, coins, watches, gold, comics, sports cards, etc. Please call Aaron at 914-
235-0302.

CAREGIVER AVAILABLE
Certified HHA, mature, reliable, compassionate & hardworking lady w/10+ yrs exp. with 
Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s, diabetes, poststroke care etc.,  Seeks FT job as Caregiver.  Excellent 
References. Call 914-602-7318.

GRAVE PLOTS FOR SALE
Two grave plots in prime Y section of Sharon Gardens, asking best offer. Call 845-536-0237 for 
details.

TREE OF LIFE MUSIC THERAPY
Are you or an aging family member seeking joy and enrichment?  Experiencing loneliness or 
memory loss?  Engage and relax through music during weekly sessions in your home or virtu-
ally.  Songs from the 40’s, 50’s, 60’s and more... Sing along or simply enjoy listening.  Contact 
Josh at 
914-391-2867.

IRISH LADY NURSES AIDE AND COMPANION AVAILABLE
Irish lady located in the Bronxville/Lower Westchester area available as a Nurses Aide and 
Companion.  Experienced with references available. Call Sharon Loane at 914-943-8231.

RIVER FRESH AWNING SERVICES
Mobile service that’s at your convenience. River Fresh Detailing offers a wide array of services 
from Awning Cleaning, Pressure Wash, Driveways, Houses and many more. Tel: 914-573-9364 
Email: riverfreshdetailing1@gmail.com Facebook and Instagram: riverfreshdetailing

GOTHAM CONSTRUCTION GROUP
Affordale family run business ready to work on a variety of interior & exterior projects including: 
Kitchens, Bathrooms, Roofing, Basements, Decks, Driveways, Siding and Paint jobs. Please feel 
free to contact us for a no obligation estimate. Andy @ 917-515-4282.

GRAVESITES AVAILABLE
Lincoln Park Jewish Center is offering cemetery gravesites available for sale in our designated 
area at Cedar Park Cemetery, Paramus, NJ. For fees and details please email your inquiry at 
lpjcoffice@optonline.net

$96. per issue. Prepaid only. Just mail 
us your Business Card and Full Pay-
ment and we’ll take care of the rest. 

Mail to: 
Shoreline Publishing, 

629 Fifth Ave., Suite 213, 
Pelham, N.Y. 10803

Let us handle the creative side of your business.

Website design, logos, brochures, mailers, annual reports, 
flyers, business cards, signage, event materials and more...

Call 914-738-7869 or email cp@shorelinepub.com
for complete details.

Business Cards Classified Ads
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AFGHAN REFUGEES
NEED OUR HELPING HANDS

SUPPORT. PLEDGE. HELP RESETTLE.
We need to do everything possible 
to be ready to resettle our wartime 

allies and their families.
TO FIND OUT HOW YOU CAN HELP NOW EMAIL:

Hello@Heartsandhomesforrefugees.org
www.heartsandhomesforrefugees.org

Houlihan Lawrence Stronger Together Campaign 
Raises Over $125,000 for Breast Cancer Awareness

Continuing a proud tradition that dates 
back 25 years, Houlihan Lawrence’s real estate 
professionals from across its 30 office teams 
once again came together this fall in support of 
Breast Cancer Awareness month, the company’s 
largest philanthropic initiative. 

This year, the company’s Stronger Together 
Campaign raised more than $125,000 with four 
fund-raising events. The events were: 
• American Cancer Society Making Strides 
Against Breast Cancer Walk held October 17 at 
Manhattanville College.
• American Cancer Society Real Men Wear 
Pink held virtually from September through Oc-
tober. The initiative gives men a leadership role 
in the fight against breast cancer.
• Miles of Hope Community Walk for Breast 
Cancer held October 3 at James Baird State 
Park.
• Support Connection Walk With Us, Wherever 
You Are, held October 3. The event raised funds 
for free breast and ovarian cancer support ser-
vices. Houlihan Lawrence is proud to partner 
with Support Connection for over 25 years!

The top fundraising teams at Houlihan 
Lawrence were: 

The Rye Brokerage team raised $20,158, 
led by Marianna Amato and Bonnie Carnavalla, 

both recognized as “Tenacious Ten Pacesetters 
2021” by ACS. (These are the first 10 participants 
to reach Pacesetter status by raising $2,500 or 
more).

The Scarsdale Brokerage team raised 
$15,145, led by Nancy Chochrek and Avisia Li-
mato.

The Greenwich and Riverside Brokerage 
teams raised $11,154, led by Jennifer Carretta.

The Chappaqua Brokerage team raised 
$7,156, led by Lori Meringolo.

And the Thoroughbred Title team, a Houli-

Houlihan Lawrence teams at American Cancer Society Making Strides Against Breast Cancer Walk held October 17 at Manhattanville College in Purchase

han Lawrence affiliate raised $6,969, led by Eric 
Swarthout.

“We are so proud that our Houlihan Law-
rence family collectively raised over $125,000 in 
support of Breast Cancer Awareness this year. 
We congratulate everyone’s hard work and com-
mitment to make 2021 another record-breaking 
fundraising year in our company’s history. This 
long-standing tradition is an incredibly impor-
tant cause for all of us,” said Liz Nunan, Presi-
dent and CEO of Houlihan Lawrence.

Over the past 25 years, Houlihan Law-

rence’s Stronger Together Campaign has raised 
nearly $2 million for Breast Cancer Awareness.  

“Houlihan Lawrence has been an avid sup-
porter of Making Strides in Westchester for 
decades, and its employees are fiercely com-
mitted to our mission to save more lives from 
breast cancer,” said Sheila Bogan, Development 
Manager at the American Cancer Society. “We 
are so grateful for this continued partnership 
and beyond thrilled to see the company’s im-
pact grow as our presenting sponsor for this 
year’s walk.” 

National Wear Red Day® Calls Westchester 
Women to ‘Reclaim Your Rhythm’

The American Heart Association, the leading global volunteer organization dedi-
cated to fighting heart disease and stroke, is rallying women in Westchester to “Re-
claim Your Rhythm” on Friday, February 4 as a part of the Association’s Go Red for 
Women® National Wear Red Day®. The American Heart Association believes losing 
even one woman to cardiovascular disease is too many

This February, Go Red for Women is helping women reclaim their rhythm by promot-
ing easy opportunities for women to build healthy habits that work best for their life, giving 
them the best chance at life. On Friday, February 4, crank up the tunes, get on your groove 
on and wear red to raise awareness about the prevalence of heart disease in women and 
donate to save women’s lives.

According to the American Heart Association’s 2022 Heart Disease and Stroke Sta-
tistical Update, cardiovascular disease remains the greatest health threat for women. Ex-
perts say the effects of COVID-19 are likely to influence cardiovascular health and mortal-
ity rates for many years, directly and indirectly, physically, and emotionally. Therefore, 
the American Heart Association’s Go Red for Women® movement, nationally sponsored 
by CVS Health, alongside National Wear Red Day Matching Sponsor Big Lots and locally 
sponsored by Take Action Sponsor,  White Plains Hospital and Go Red Sponsor Northwell 
Health, is asking women to make moves today to have healthier tomorrows.

The first Friday each February, American Heart Month, the nation comes togeth-
er, igniting a wave of red from coast to coast.  From landmarks to online communities, 
neighborhoods to news anchors, this annual groundswell unites millions of people for 
a common goal: the eradication of heart disease and stroke.

Through the Go Red for Women movement, the American Heart Association encourages people to take action in February by: Wearing red on National 
Wear Red Day, Friday, February 4, 2022, to raise awareness about cardiovascular disease. The iconic Red Dress pin and other apparel are available at Shop-
Heart.org; Making a donation to support the lifesaving work of the American Heart Association at WearRedDay.org. Big Lots and the Big Lots Foundation will 
match online donations on National Wear Red Day, up to $333,333; Visiting CVS Health and making a donation at the register. Donations can also be made 
online at www.CVSHealth.com/GoRed;  Joining Research Goes Red, a joint collaboration between the American Heart Association’s Go Red for Women and 
Verily’s Project Baseline to engage more women directly to participate in research; Joining the conversation by using #WearRedDay, #HeartMonth and 
#GoRedforWomen on social media.

Learn more at GoRedforWomen.org.
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PUT TH E POW ER OF #1 
TO WOR K FOR YOU  

2 0 2 1

N UMB ER ONE 
B ROKER AG E IN 

NE W ROCHELLE

Here, North of NYC, Houlihan Lawrence 

is the market leader – and for good reason. 

With proprietary market data, hyper-

local insights, and our powerful network 

of trusted connections, we’re uniquely 

positioned to provide buyers and sellers 

with everything they need to make 

important decisions with confidence. 

Source: OKMLS, 1/1/21-12/31/21, total dollar volume of single family homes sold by company, Westchester County


